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FORi:>VORD. 


'J'he  Great  and  General  Court,  in  its  wisdom,  lias  provided 
that  a  town  may  appropriate  mc^ney  to  obsei-Ni'  tlie  anniversaries 
of  its  incorporation,  to  estal)lisli  niilcstones,  as  it  were,  in  its 
nnuiieipal  career.  It  is  well  for  a  town  to  ])aiise  thus  in  the  hnni- 
druiii  of  its  yearly  monotony,  and  look  hacic  to  the  days  of  its 
infaiHty,  to  the  days  when  it  ^vas  but  a  tled^liiiL;'  as  a  municipality, 
and  I'eview  the  events  that  have  marked  its  caiver,  as  well  as  the 
successes  and  achievements  of  its  sons  and  daughters,  whether 
thoy  have  remained  nnder  the  ])i-otectin,u'  win<_;'  of  their  mother 
town  or  have  mig'rated  elsewhere  in  their  life  i)ursuits,  also  for  its 
citizens  to  take  tlionght  and  (M)ni'ai;'e  for  the  future.  Tiie  town 
of  South  Iladley  is  one  of  tlu'  seore  ot  old  towns  in  AVesterji 
]\rassachnsetts,  and  is  the  offspring  of  one  of  the  oldest  towns  in 
the  state.  The  town,  at  its  amnial  me(»ting  in  starch,  1903,  made 
an  a})propriation  for  the  celebration  of  its  lilOth  anniversary 
wliicli  was  to  occur  during  that  year.  It  Avould  Ijc  out  of  place 
here  to  enter  into  the  details  of  that  eele))ration,  as  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  this  history  to  cover  tiiat  ground,  nor  is  it  necessary  to 
speak  of  its  success,  nor  how  the  connuittee  in  cliarge  were  ably 
and  generousl}^  assisted  by  the  citizens,  in  general,  in  making  the 
alfair  a  credit  to  the  town.  'J'he  i)ress,  the  former  citizens  of  the 
town  who  returned,  and  our  neigh])oi*s  from  nearby  toAvns  and 
cities  had  oid}'  praise  for  the  town  in  its  cffoi'ts  to  fitly  celebrate 
its  sesfpu-centennial  anniversary,  and  yet  thei'c  remained  one 
detail  of  that  celel)ration  Avhich  has  never  bef(n'e  l)een  completed, 
that  of  putting  into  printed  and  i)ermanent  form,  a  com[dete 
recoi'd  of  the  events  of  that  cele])rat  ion.  The  old  proverb,  ''It  is 
never  too  late  to  mend,"  may  well  serve  as  an  exeuse  for  the  tardy 
appearance  of  this  history,  now  that  the  towji,  at  its  last  annnal 
meeting,  appropriated  the  necessary  fuiids  for  its  i)ublication. 

II.  0.  DAVIGIIT, 
FKANC^:S  0.  GAYLORD, 
F.  SAUTII, 

Comniil Ice  on  l*uhlicallon. 

South  IIadley,  Mass., 
Novembei-  1,  IDOG. 
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Sesqui- Centennial  Celebration. 

At  a  si)e('ial  lucetiiig  of  the  Town  oL"  t^oiitli  lladley,  held 
January  24,  1!)C).S,  on  motion  oi*  SeU'ctman  Alvin  \j.  Wv'u^hi, 
\i.  C).  J)wig]it,  Mani'iee  J.  ^loi-inrty,  August  I*.  Moos,  Kngene 
O'Leai-y,  Fred  ^^.  Smith  and  Ai'thiir  '\\  Hill  were  a[)pointed  a 
eommiltee  to  I'epoi't  at  the  next  aininal  meelitm'  oi'  the  town  upon 
the  advisahility  of  eelehi-at iii.u'  the  loOtli  anniversai-y  of  tlie 
ineoi'poj-ation  of  South  lladley. 

Tlie  eomnnttee,  at  the  annual  meetin,u'  held  Alai-eh  V.m, 
reported  in  favor  of  holdinj:,'  such  a  eelehrat ion  hut  not  npon  the 
anniversary  of  the  iucoi'j^oration,  Avhich  would  he  the  twelfth 
day  of  Ai)i'il,  next.  Tliey  I'ecoiiuiiended  that  the  cch'hi-al  ion  he 
lield  dnriu'i'  Old  Home  Week,  on  Wednesday  and  'riiui'sday,  the 
twenty-nintli  and  thirtieth  da\s  id"  duly,  and  tlud  the  Hi-sl  day 
l)e  devoted  to  the  iiiore  formal  exercises  in  th«^  church  at  South 
Hadley  Center,  Avith  a  l)an(|uct  in  the  al'ternoon  and  a  reception 
in  the  evening,  and  that  the  second  day  he  made  an  Old  Home 
Week  occasion  at  Soutli  Hadley  k'alls.  with  a  haski't  [)ienic  and 
othei'  out-of-dooi-  I'uterta innicuts. 

Tlie  report  was  acce])ted  and  adopti^l  and  eiiiht  hundre<l 
dollars  were  ap])ro})riated  foi-  expenses.  The  entii'e  nianaucment 
of  the  atVaii-  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  com- 
])Osed  the  advisoi-y  committee  and  they  wvvc  authorized  to  add 
to  their  numher  it*  they  should  lind  it  necessary.  It  was  also 
voted  to  invite  .Mother  lladh\\',  Sistei'  Amherst  and  Daughter 
(Iranhy  to  uidte  in  the  celehration. 

The  executive  coumnttee  oi'j^ani/.ed  hy  the  choice  of  i\.  O. 
Dwi^dit  as  chairman,  of  Arthui-  T.  Hill  as  siN-i'etary  and  of  h'red 
M.  Smith  as  treasurer. 

Messrs.  Moos.  O'Leary  and   Hill  forced  hy  circum- 

stanees  to  resiirn  from  the  coumnttee,  to  the  ^reat  i'ei;ret  ol"  their 
a.s.soeiates. 

The  counnittee  elected  as  their  successors  and  as  additional 
memhers  Alvin  \j.  AVi-iuht,  Lewis  M.  (iaylord,  Charles  A.  (Jrid- 
ley,  Ohai'les  H.  i)av(Mi})ort  and  Charles. I.  Hartlett. 

Alvin  li.  Wright  was  chosen  secretary. 
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The  following-  siil)-eoiiiiintlees  wei*o  appointed: 

On  Cokrespondence,  Invitation  and  Piuntjng — Fi-ed  M. 
Smith,  eliaii-nian  ;  Sei-bei'truni  E.  Uliss,  Thomas  Wliite,  Cliarles  E. 
I^reston,  ^ti's.  James  A.  Ijaml)  and  Airs.  Charles  11.  Davenpoi-t. 

On  Speakers  and  ENTERTAiN^rENTS-  Ah  in  L.  Wrij^ht, 
chairman;  Henry  E.  (Jaylord,  Miss  l^essie  Skimier,  Mrs.  AYilliam 
O'Brien,  Airs.  Andros  A.  AFiller,  Louis  11.  hamh,  (Miai'les  A. 
Judd,  Dr.  and  Mi's.  Ilowai'd  E.  Smith,  llari-y  11.  Hanks,  John  A. 
Shields,  Ei'ank  (».  Uai'ne}'  and  Alisses  N\'llie  V].  lvirk[)at riek, 
Afyi'tle  C.  Jjawson  and  Selma  Kapi)el. 

On  Banquet — Ee^vis  Al.  (Jaylord,  chaii-man;  P>enjamin  0. 
Brainai-d,  Airs.  Delia  Arillei*,  J.  Leonard  (iridh-y,  M  i-s.  (Mai-a  N. 
Gaylord,  ATi-.  and  ATrs.  Asa  S.  Kimiey,  Mr.  and  Airs.  Harry  A. 
Bates,  (}.  Walter  llai'ris  and  Eredei-iek  AV.  l>roekway. 

On  AFusic  and  Athletics — Alanriee  J.  Aloriarty,  ehaii-man; 
Charles  E.  Bardwell,  Kiehard  E.  Kennedy,  Dr.  TJcoi-ov  W.  Hub- 
bard, George  11.  kA'ei'son,  Alanriee  K.  l^'itzgerald  and  l^nil 
Schmidt. 

On  TTistorical  Coelections — 1\.  O.  Dwighl,  ehaii-man; 
Misses  Rebecca  E.  Smith,  Vj.  Sophia  k]astman,  Sarah  \\  Smith, 
Rose  ITollingsworth,  Elizabeth  (Jayloi'd,  flidia  Casey,  Arthur  N. 
Chapin,  A[»'s.  'J'homas  AVhite,  Mrs.  Buri'itt  Judd,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
C.  Brainai'd,  Airs.  Arthur  T.  Hill  and  Mrs.  Alartinus  Madsen. 

On  Reception — Charles  11.  Daven])oi't,  eliaii'uuni;  l\'ev. 
Artlmr  B.  Patteii,  Rev.  John  AVristcui,  l^'rank  A.  Brainei-d,  Dr. 
Nathaniel  E.  Pi'eston,  Thonuis  Mel^lwain,  Alartin  J.  Judge  and 
Alisses  Lncy  Aliller,  Clai'a  E.  Bushee.  Ei-anees  C.  (Jaylord  and 
Alice  BroekAvay. 

On  Information,  Registi^ation  and  I*r1':ss — Charles  A. 
Gridley,  chairman;  Aliss  Anna  K.  Kii'kpat riek',  lleni'y  E.  Jiidd, 
Erank  K.  Aloos,  lloi'aee  T.  Broek\vay  and  Merrill  L.  Weleker. 

()n  Paradk  and  Decorations  (Miarles  J.  l>ai'tlett,  eliair- 
man ;  William  (J.  Ijamh,  A.  Dw  ight  C()i)k'e,  Marlinus  Madsen, 
Clarence  T.  Snow,  Isaac  xN.  Day,  J.  AVehstei-  Beau.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Joel  S.  Walkley,  Mrs.  Ered  Al.  Smith,  Miss  Cora  (Jardner,  Mi-s. 
Louis  I.  Alvoi-d,  Hugo  F\api)el,  Dr.  I)a\id  K.  llari'imaii,  Ivlward 
J.  Robie  and  Aledore  Pellarid. 

Besides  the  members  of  these  eomiiiil  tees,  it  multitude  of  the 
sons  and  daughtei's  of  the  town  laboi  ed  cut husiast  ieally  Tor  the 
success  ol'  the  celebration. 
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A  fund  of  more  than  seven  hnndred  dollars  was  raised  by 
popular  siibseription  to  snp[)lenient  the  town's  appropriation 
and  niueh  money  was  expended  by  individuals,  clubs,  societies 
and  companies. 

For  nearly  three  weeks  a  lar«>e  ])ortion  of  the  matrons  and 
maidens  and  not  a  few  of  the  old  men  and  yonng  men  of  the 
town  Avere  engaged  in  making  the  ininnncral)le  paper  flowers  of 
every  variety  and  hue  which  were  to  adorn  the  floral  parade. 

It  can  be  said  with  truth  that  no  other  occasion  in  the  history 
of  South  Iladley  so  roused  the  town  to  united  cl'l'ort  as  did  the 
sesqui-centennial  celebration. 


OFFICIAL  PROGRA]\l  OF  SOUTH  IIADLEY 
150TH  ANNIVERSARY  ANJ)  OLD  HOME  AVEEK. 


SUNDAY,  ,IUT>V  2()T1I. 

Churches  in  town  liold  sei'N'iccs  ai)i)i-()i)i'i;it('  to  tlie  niiiiiver- 
saiy  oeeasioii. 

JULY  29th,  south  llAOl-IOY  CEXTUR. 

9  a.  111. — Band  Concert. 
10  a.  in. — Annivcrsaiy  Ivxcrciscs  in  Conu rcuational  Church. 
1  ]).  ni. —  HaiKpK^t  in  Cliurcli  Hall  I'ollowcd  hy  after-dinner 
toasts  and  !)asket  picnic  at  Collciic  (J rove. 

3  |).  111. —  l^and  ( -oiicert. 

7  ]).  in. — J^and  Concert. 

8  p.  111. — l\eception  in  Chui-ch  Hall. 

JULY  80tii,  south  hai)I>kv  falls. 

9  a.  111.— Band  Concert  at  the  junction  ot  (Jaylord  and 
Carew  Streets. 

10  a.  111. — Floral  and  C(»acliin^-  Parade.  M.  L.  Barnes, 
Marshal.  Assistant  Marshals,  11(mii\\'  Iv  dndd  and  Ceorg-e 
Everson. 

12  111. — Hand  Enuine  Contest  at  Elm  Park  1)etween  visiting* 
Veteran  Firemen,  and  exhibition  by  Ashe  riinuing  team  of 
Chicopee  Falls.  Contesting  comi)anics,  llolyokc^  and  Chicopee 
Falls.  Exhibition  trial  of  old  Fountain  Kngine,  last  time  in 
use  twenty-seven  years  ago. 

1  p.  m. — Basket  Ijiineh  at  Lamb's  Crove,  after-dinner  speak- 
ing and  music  by  the  band.  " 

4  ]).  m. — Ball  game.  Elm  Park',  South  lladle\'  vs.  Amherst. 

7  p.  111. — l^and  Concert . 

8  J).  111. — Fireworks  on  the  Heaeh. 

Loan  and  Art  Exhibition  at  South  Hadley  Center,  I^ibrary 
Rooms,  AVeclnesday,  ^luly  29,  and  at  South  lladley  Falls,  Engine 
House  Hall,  Thursday,  July  ;]0. 

Music  for  July  29  and  ;^0  by  ColCs  Armory  Band  of  Hart- 
ford. 

Music  at  Church  Auditorium,  rluly  29,  Schumann  Quartet 
of  Springfield. 
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In  compliance  witli  the  request  of  tlie  exe(*utive  committee, 
the  churches  observed  July  twenty-sixth,  the  Sabbath  day  df 
Old  ITome  Week,  with  appj'opriate  services. 

AT  SOUTH  llADLEY  CENTER. 

The  Congi'cg'ational  Church  at  South  TTadh^v  Center  Avas 
decorated  with  potted  plants  and  palms.  A  large  audience  ^vas 
present  in  the  morning,  including  many  ])ers()ns  fr(jm  out  of 
town.  Special  nnrsic  was  ixmhU'iu'cI  by  a  clioir  of  one  hundred 
singei'S,  while  All)ert  ^M.  TucK'cr  })resid(Ml  at  tlie  organ. 

The  pastor,  l\ev.  Arthur  H.  Tjitteu,  i)i'eached  from  John  iv: 
38:    ''Others  have  labored  and  ye  have  entered  into  their  labor." 

In  tlie  evening,  a  large  iuuiil)er  attended  (he  reminiscence 
service  held  in  the  church  under  the  direction  ol:  !\riss  Ixebecca 
F.  Smith. 

Byron  Smith,  Samuel  N.  Miller,  ])exter  Burnett  and  Calvin 
I^reston,  all  of  whom  were  over  eighty  years  old,  spoke  of  the 
olden  times. 

Addresses  were  also  made  by  ^liss  E.  Sophia  Eastman,  S. 
Leroy  Smith,  Charles  A.  (iridley  and  Ceorge  layman.  A  letter 
from  Kev.  John  M.  (Jreen  of  Eowell,  a  foi'mer  pastor,  was  also 
read.  During  the  services,  solos  were  sung  by  J)r.  George  W. 
ITubbai'd,  (ieoi'ge  Canney  and  Miss  Florence  Cann(\v. 

AT  SOUTH  JIADLEY  FALLS. 

At  the  .\retliodist  Chui'eh,  in  South  lladley  Falls,  there  were 
floral  decorations  and  a  lai'ge  aiidience  was  in  attendance.  The 
pastor,  IJev.  «Iohn  Wriston,  spoke  on  the  liome,  taking  for  his 
text  .Mark  v:tl):  "(Jo  home  to  thy  friends  and  tell  them  how 
gi'cat  things  the  Ford  has  d<^ne  Tor  thee." 

In  the  evening  a  union  sei'vict^  Avas  held  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  the  Falls,  Avhich  was  decorated  with  old  fash- 
ioned tiowers. 

The  music  was  rendei'ed  by  a  chorus  ol'  twenty-five  singers 
undei"  the  leadershij)  of  Harvey  C.  Smith,  with  Albert  Tucker 
at  the  organ  and  .Airs.  h]lwyn  i).  Xewcomb  as  pianist. 

11 


Following"  is  the  i)rograin  of  these  services: 


Oil,  wlicre  arc  kings  and  empires  now, 

Of  old  that  went  and  came? 
Bnt,  Lord,  thy  church  i>  i)ra\ing  yet, 

A  thousand  years  the  ^-ame. 

We  mark  her  goodly  hatt lenient s, 

And  her  foundations  strong; 
We  have  within  the  solemn  \(;ice 

Of  her  unending  song. 

For  not  like  kingdoms  of  the  world 

Thy  holy  church,  of  Ood  ! 
Though  eartli(|uake  slu)cks  are  threatening  her, 

i\nd  tempests  are  abroad:— 

Unshaken  as  eternal  hills, 

Immovable  she  stands, 
A  mountain  that  shall  fill  the  earth, 

A  house  not  made  by  lu'uuls. 


''Jerusalem  My  Golden  Home." 


Organ  Prelude — Grand  Chorus  in  F 

''To  Tliee,  0  Country." 

Prayer. 

Trio— "Lift  Thine  Eyes." 
Chorus — "lie  watehes  over  Israel," 
Scripture  Eeading. 
Hynni : 


Mcii(l(  Issliun 


Salome 


Address, 

American  Hymn, 
Olfertory — ' '  ]3arca]-olle, 


Rev.  John  ]V}'isio)i 
KcUar 
II  of  ma  II 


' '  America. ' ' 
Address, 

"Hallelujah  Chorus, 
"Aidd  Lang  Syne." 
Benediction. 


L'co.  F.  K,  BuUcr 
Jfandrl 
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Tlie  day  dawned  dull  and  gray.  All  day  the  air  was  ^^'arlll 
and  moist  and  the  sky  was  \nm^  witli  ek)uds  lhat  threatened 
showei's,  which  did  not  fall,  however,  until  late  in  tlie  afternoon. 

Both  villages  were  bright  with  piihlie  and  private  decora- 
tions. At  the  Falls  an  ornamental  arch,  which  blazed  at  night 
with  electric  lights,  had  been  erected  over  l^ridge  street  near  the 
north  line  of  IMain  street. 

At  an  early  houi'  people  began  to  gather  on  the  common  at 
South  Iladley  Center  and  by  nine  o'clock  a  large  assemblage  was- 
ready  to  enjoy  an  hour's  concert  by  Colt's  Armory  Band  of 
Ilartfoi'd. 

A  little  before  ten  o'clock,  Chaii-man  Charles  II.  Davenijort 
and  the  members  of  the.i'eception  committee  arrived  fi'om  Si)ring- 
field  in  the  electric  drawing-room  cai',  Rockrimmon,  escorting 
Governor  John  1j.  Bates,  Congressman  Fj'cdei'ick  11.  Oillett, 
Councilor  Richard  II.  Irwin  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Raul  R. 
Hawkins  of  the  Governor's  staif. 

THE  ANNIVERSARY  EXERCISES. 

As  soon  as  the  guests  were  seated  in  the  church,  which  was 
already  filled  with  a  large  audience,  the  exercises  began. 

lu'V.  Arthur  li.  I*alten  otl'cred  pi-ayer. 

Tlie  Si'luniiann  (Quartet  sang     'T  is  .Alorn,"  Gicbd. 

\{.  ().  Duiglil.  pi'csident  of  th(3  day,  tlicn  made  an  address 
of  Welcome,  as  I'olltiw  .s : 

Sitting?,  as  she  has  (lone  these  one  hundi'cd  <ind  fit'ly  >'ears, 
ninid  h^r  ^'iven  lulls  and  tei'liic  intciA  Jilcs,  l)csi(k'  llie  strong  tlow^ 
of  lier  [Treat  river  and  walclird 'oNcr  Uie  bcanlii'ul  strength  of 
licr  mountains,  South  Iladley  welcomes  you  to  her  heart  aiid 
home. 

Her  old  home  is  wide  open  aiul  her  old  heart  throbs  with  joy 
to  see  within  Iier  gates  loved  ones,  so  long  lost  to  hei*,  the  happy 
throng  of  licr  home-keeping  children,  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  lier  mother,  Iladley;  her  sister,  Amherst,  and  her  daughter, 
Granby,  and  all  the  friends  and  neighbors,  from  near  and  far, 
who  have  come  to  keep  this  feast  day  with  her. 
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^Fay  tlie  ha]^[)y  iiieiiioi-ies  of  tliis  day,  tlirou^li  loiiii,-  years 
to  come,  deepen  and  make  strong-er  the  love  we  all  l)ear  for  good 
old  South  If adley. 

]v.  0.  J)wiglil  then  read,  in  part,  Tlie  Stoiy  of  South  llad- 
ley's  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Years,  as  found  on  page  45. 

^'Ilome,  Sweet  JIoiiu^,"  was  sung  hy  the  Schumaini  Quartet. 

j\Iiss  E.  Sophia  ]^]astman  then  I'ead  the  following  poem: 

By  the  great  lloroUigc  of  'fiiiK-. 

'Pile  clock  diat  strikes  cenlurial  hours, 
We  i)ause  to  catch  the  passini^  chime 
That  echoes  from  its  i\ ied  to\ver>, 
The  i)eiuliilum  swings  to  ami  fi'o. 
In  mutiled  chant  it  nnn-murs  low: 
Oh  lleart  wliere  nnrth  deliglu^  to  dwell, 
And  surging'  wa\es  of  laughter  swell — 
Oh  Soul,  hecahned  in  sorrow,  know 
The  noiseless  step  of  time  steals  h>', 
Till  hackward  C(.)mes  the  mocking  cr}', 
"Today  was  thine, 
The  past  is  mine." 

The  Past  has  many  a  lield  nntilleil, 

Yet  none  more  fruitful  than  our  own, 
Were  not  the  Poet's  hand  unskilled. 

The  spur  of  Fame  a  thing  unknown. 
For  they  who  ushered  in  tliL-  dawn 

Of  om^  historic  town,  we  <leem 
Were  mighty  men  of  hrain  and  hrawn, 

Rude  and  untutored  though  they  seem. 
And  we,  their  children's  children,  come 

To  mark  the  circling  Orb  of  Time, 
By  gathering  at  the  dear  old  llome. 

From  hamlet,  burgh,  and  distant  clime. 

\Ye  wdu)  draw  near  the  setting  sun, 

And  soon  will  reach  eternal  rest, 
With  joy  proclaim,  "Our  town  hath  won 

Itself  a  place  among  the  Ijc^t." 
Where  else  were  found  such  classic  halls 

And  i)leasant  paths  toward  gaining  knowleilge, 
WMien  first  arose  the  towering  walls 

Of  Alary  Lyi)n's  eml)ryo  college? 
And  now  we  view  with  ]o\  e  .and  pride 

'iMie  llolyoke  old,  the  Iloly(jke  new; 
While  she  wdio  stands  the  helm  to  guide. 
In  whose  strong  hand  our  hearts  confule, 

Keei)s  evermore  the  reckoning  true. 
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Look  hack  two  ceiiluries  ami  ^ec 

The  hand  on  which  our  town  lias  sto(jd,  ■ 
A  sandy  waste,  a  tanj^lcd  wood, 

Where  huhans  stalked  at  liherty, 

And  serpents  fed  their  hissing-  hrood. 

To  this  i)rinieval  forest  came 
Our  stalwart,  hardy  pioneer. 

Life  was  to  him  no  lightsome  j^ame. 
Burdened  with  toil,  cumhered  hy  fear. 
No  proffered  truce,  no  respite  near — 
Could  any  wish  such  tale  to  hear? 

This  coming  of  untimely  death 
When  sa\age  foe  a  comhal  won. 

Boding  of  ill,  as  P>utler  sauh, 
Led  him  to  ])mld  his  faith  upon 
The  liol\-  text  of  i)ike  and  gun. 

For  now.  the  French  and  Indian  war, 

That  crimsoned  meadow,  \  ale,  and  uynd, 
Touchetl  all  his  waking  thoughts  with  awe, 
And  need  for  covert  he  foresaw. 

To  no  impending  danger  hlind, 
A  tunnel,  common  al  that  age, 

Beneath  the  road  where  still  we  wend 
From  ancient  school  to  parsonage, 

\\'as  hollowed  out,  to  find  its  end 
Within  the  \V()odl)ridge  cellar  wall, 

\\'here  late  the  Dunlaj)  house  ha>  stood; 
A  tunnel,  at  its  hest  so  small 
One  on  his  hands  and  knees  must  crawl, 

Jf  Indian  rage  should  lire  the  wO()d 
Of  either  Imilding  ;  hut  today 
The  vanquished  Red  Man  shuns  our  sway, 
And  the  lord  of  the  manor  has  gone  for  a^'C. 

Again  the  hattle  hour  drew  nigh, 

The  eager  hfe  was  piping  '"Come!'' 
Braxe  Lexington  sent  u\)  her  cry 

To  rally  at  the  heat  of  drum. 
And  they  who  scorned  to  he;ir  the  thrall 
Of  ]{iigland,  answered  to  the  call. 

For  our  small  town,  though  half  unkncnvn, 

Counted  true  patriots  as  its  own. 
The  slmttle  from  the  hand  was  thrown. 

1  he  plough  \vas  dropped  in  swilt  surprise. 
Kach  was  a  Aloiiarcli,  and  his  throne 

Waited  hexond  the  a/ure  skies; 
What  matter  tlien  which  path  he  chose, 

I'.acing  the  o])en  door  of  liea\eii; 
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We  dare  the  thorn  to  win  the  ro>e, 

When  from  the  parent  ])Ush  'tis  ri\en, 

And  man}'  a  man  to  hero  <j;r()\vs, 

Who  hath  in  Freedom's  l)attle  stri\'cn. 

Let  us  recount  the  tale  tochiy, 
Of  long  forgotten  .  bra\  ery  : 

One  autumn  morning  in  >c\c'nt3-se\en, 

Our  teacher  opened  the  \  illage  school 
With  a  prayer  for  help  to  Almighty  Heaven, 

In  the  mortal  conllict  with  British  rule. 
For  a  post  had  brought  us  the  startling  news 

That  Ticonderoga  was  calling  "Come!" 
With  such  a  summons,  could  he  refuse? 

And  the  lips  of  the  children  for  once  Avere  dumb. 
He  ga\  c  his  classes  a  Bible  verse, 

With  chapters  to  read,  and  perchance  to  learn; 
Then  bade  them  all  to  their  homes  disperse, 

Nor  come  again  until  his  return. 

On  that  very,  morning  he  placed  his  name 

In  the  list  of  soldiers  just  inarching  b}' ; 
And  Josiah  Draper,  unknown  to  lame, 

Went  forth  to  fight,  and  if  needs  be,  die. 
His  quaint  old  journal  briell>'  said — 

(The  words  provoke  a  smile  or  sigh)  : 
"This  morning  I  ha\'e  breakfasted 

On  Hue  rost  pig  and  punkin  i)ie." 
Next  day  he  writes,  " 'Tis  true,  V\e  come  . 

To  dine  on  nothing  but  rye  l)read  ; 
But  then  I  had  a  pint  of  rum. 

So  on  the  wdiole  was  comforted." 

When  from  the  war  he  came  again 

His  pupils  gathered  as  of  old. 
He  boarded  round  (the  custom  then). 

But  on  the  Sabbath,  I  am  told, 
He  at  Fall  Woods  a  home  obtained. 

And  spent  much  time  in  studying 
A  well-worn  hymn  book,  but  complained, 

Because  in  teaching  tlieni  to  sing. 
They  failed  in  keeping  perfect  time.  ^ 

His  pupils  thought  him  too  severe; 
The  merest  trille  ranked  as  crime. 

With  one  who  ruled  alone  by  fear, 

Despoiling  birch  trees  far  and  near. 
And  yet  his  trials  who  can  know? 

And  who  of  us  such  life  would  choose, 
Wliose  medicine  was  a.xe  and  hoe, 

And  its  amusement  cobl.)ling  shoes? 

IG 


Later,  when  Peace  lier  magic  wand 

Had  waved  along  the  countryside, 
The  Trumpets  slept  throughout  the  land; 
And,  it  should  be  each  townsman's  pride, 
Ca2sar,  the  slave,  had  been  set  free, 

To  share  the  joys  of  liberty; 
Though  in  the  corner,  near  the  door, 

At  church  they  placed  a  gallery. 
Where  none  should  sit  forevermore. 

Save  colored  people  such  as  he. 

Close  to  this  church  was  built  a  Hall, 

The  name  of  Dwight  was  on  the  dcxjr. 
Our  eldest  citizens  recall 

Its  hospitality  of  yore. 
For  here  each  Sabbath  came  the  old, 

The  invalid,  the  rich,  the  potjr. 
To  lunch  invited;  we  are  told 

There  always  stood  an  open  door, 
And  on  a  table,  every  day, 

Were  cake  and  fruit  for  all  who  came. 
Small  wonder,  since  he  pas.sed  away, 

The  town  does  homage  to  his  name. 
For  he  had  given  of  his  best, 

And  courtesy  had  done  her  most 
To  make  each  huml)Ie,  trembling  guest 

''Forget  that  he  was  not  the  host." 

And  on  his  son  his  mantle  falls, 

The  same  kind  hand,  the  ^anle  kind  heart. 

Mis  princely  gift  this  day  recalls, 
In  \^.»n(ler  glorious  home  of  Art. 

Ahno>t  ;;iiO  years  ago, 

An  I'.iii^livh  William  (laylord  came 
To  ^c<  k   >tir  ,-horrs     The  rect>rtls  show 

He  UM^  .1  man  of  gmlly  fame, 
And  all  the  centm  ii  N  -^iuci-,  w  c  know  , 

ll.'ue  held  in  tni>t  tlu-  honored  name. 

Still  his  dcsceiulants  leail  the  van, 

In  tlic  (luick  contagion  (if  generous  deeds. 
Thank  God  for  sparing  the  Grand  Old  Man, 

Whose  lavish  hand  has  supplied  our  needs. 
The  soldier  in  the  park  looks  down 

On  grateful  hearts,  who  could  almost  feel 
That  at  his  shrine  who  has  dowered  our  town, 

It  were  scarce  idolatry  to  kneel. 
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And  when  his  l)oat  that  has  touched  our  shore  ' 

Shall  slip  its  nioorini^s  and  drift  away, 
The  llea\eidy  PiKu  will  j;uule  him  o'er, 

And  lead  to  the  land  of  lUernal  l)a\  . 
King  Winter  soon  will  eonu-  again 

With  rain  and  liail,  w  ith  snow  and  sn)rni ; 
We'll  gather  'round  the  ingk-  tlu-n, 

In  leisure  hour,  secure  and  warm. 
But  camlet  cloak  and  homespun  suit 

No  longer  Hit  from  door  to  door. 
Yet  ])alient  )ears  ha\e  hoiaic  tluir  fruit, 

In  school,  and  home,  autl  church  of  \  orc. 
'JMianks  to  these  men  of  iron,  \\c 

No  longer  need  a  powder  horn, 
And  dintlock  with  ouv  ])saltery 

To  take  to  cluu'ch  each  Sahhalh  uiorn. 

Tho^e  daws  remote,  long,  long  are  past. 

The  empty  ne.^t  has  left  the  hough. 
The  plasthing  of  the  whirling  1)la^l  ; 

.\nd  moss-grown  stones  confroni  us  now. 
\\'e  re;ip  the  har\e>~t  of  their  deeds 

In  rustlmg  fields  along  the  lea; 
The  fruitage  of  innnortal  seeds, 

The  golden  shea\es  of  lihert>'. 
We  pray  y^nx,  hirds,  sing  ^\\eeil\  there. 

We  hid  )-ou,  llower-grown  nn'ads,  lo  show 
At  spring's  return  a  hloom  so  fair 

'Jdiat  our  unwilling  hearts  may  know, 

'Tis  lime  that  sta\s,  'lis  rei'  who  go 
And  who  shall  sny  those  hei'oes  old 

Could  fmd  ua  prototypes  e'en  now  r 
Events  had  trained  them  to  he  hold. 

And  mounting  courage  decked  each  hrow. 
Yet  had  icc  li\ed  in  other  (ki>s. 

We.  too,  perchance  had  dared  to  die. 
For  distance  lends  a  golden  ha/e, 

j\nd  so,  tlear  Town,  Cuxxl-lJxe,  Ciood- 1)} e. 

lion.  Fj'cdei'ick  II.  (iillelt,  Rc^prcsciital  ivc  in  ( '(>ii<ii'ess  tVoni 
the  Second  District  of  .Massacliuscdts,  sj)()kc  as  i'ollows: 

I  wish  I  coiiUl  boast  of  ))cinj^'  a  son  of  Soiilli  Iladlcy.  As  I 
see  it  today  in  its  decorated  k)vclincss,  it  s(>cins  to  iiic  the  ideal 
New  England  town,  beantifid  in  situation,  enterprisiiiu'.'  thrifty, 
comfortable;  tlie  center  of  a  great  educalioual  inovemeut — it 
represents  to  the  eye  and  to  the  mind  what  ouv  state  most  pi'ides 
itself  on.  Do  any  hills  of  eiiual  height  c()ini)are  in  beauty  witli 
onr  Ilolyoke  range?  I  passed  four  of  tlie  ])leasantest  years  of  my 
life  just  the  other  side  of  them  at  AmluM-st,  and  as  1  i-emember, 
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I  occasionally  used  to  come  ovei-  to  Soiitli  Ifadley  to  adniir-e  them 
from  this  side — and  admire  otlier  ])eaiities,  too,  aiul  I  shall  iievei- 
tii'e  ill  my  affection  foi-  tlie  notched  })ict ui-es(iiieness  ol:  these 
guardians  of  the  valley. 

But,  though  not  a  son,  1  am  ^iad  lhat  my  fathei''s  hirtli  hei'e 
lias  ^iven  me  a  claim  to  be  a  j^randson,  and  1  am  very  coirfident 
that  your  ac(|uaintance  and  knouiedi^e  of  liim  Avill  i;ive  you  a 
Idndly  and  indulgent  feeling'  toward  his  son.  We,  in  this  country, 
recognize  no  claims  of  hii-th  oi*  desciMd.  We  endeavor  to  UK^asui'e 
every  man  by  his  own  merit.  Yet,  1  susj)ect,  we  all  consciously, 
or  unconsciously,  have  some  I'ej^ai'd  Tor  i)edi.ure(^ :  have  more  con- 
fidence in  a  man  in  whose  fathei'  we  have  conhded,  are  always 
glad  at  the  success  of  the  sons  of  men  we  have  lionoi-ed,  and  [ 
thiidv  it  is  not  over-modesty  on  my  part  to  have  always  believed 
that  one  of  the  sti-ong  factors  that  first  recommended  me  to  tlie 
favor  of  tliis  congressional  district  was  the  character  and  ])o{)U- 
lai'ity  of  my  father.  I  have  Ixhmi  told  by  one  wlio  was  ])resent 
some  yeai's  ago,  when  lie  visited  his  native  town  and  made  an 
.address  liere,  that  he  commenced  by  (juoting  the  familiar  lines  of 
Hood:— 

I  remcnihcr,  I  reincniber  the  hou^c  where  I  was  ])ovu, 
The  little  window  where  the  sun  came  i)ee]>in<4  in  at  morn, 
lie  never  came  a  wink  ioo  soon,  nor  l)rou;^hl  too  loni^  a  day; 
lUit  now  1  often  wish  the  night  had  l)orne  m_\  hreath  away. 

I  think  all  of  us,  as  we  advance  in  life,  as  we  see  tlu^  future 
gi'owing  shorter  and  the  ])ast  stretcliing  out  longer  bidiind  us, 
indulge  more  and  more  in  retrospect  and  turn  ])i\vk  fai'  more 
often  and  more  fondly  to  the  childhood  days  and  to  the  old  home. 
And  it  is  doubth^ss  to  this  tendency  that  \\(,'  owe  this  old  home 
week,  which  has  become  so  common  and  so  deliiihtfid  a  feature 
of  the  New  England  siunmei'. 

^Ye  are  becoming  older  as  a  nation  and  ai*e  begiiniing  to 
enjoy  in  retrospect.  We  have  been  thus  far  a  nation  of  pioneers, 
I'estlessly  ])ushing  on  and  on  as  long  as  there  were  fresh  lands 
to  e.\i)lore  aiul  ex[)loit,  and  no^\'  wIumi  that  jiliase  of  our  judional 
life  seems  almost  ended,  when  thei-e  is  no  longer  an>'  farther 
West  to  aspire  to,  we  turn  back  to  the  old  again  and  focus  for 
H  moment  ujion  the  old  home  the  energy  and  vigor  and  warm 
«entiinent  we  have  been  lavishing  on  the  wcw.  This  is  not  only 
pei-sonally  and  selfishly  agreeable,  it  is  philosoi)hicall\'  wise. 
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It  is  wise  to  have  the  young  AA^est  come  ]r<u'.k  to  ohl  New 
England  and  let  the  difterenees  which  the  diverse  cliinatcs  and 
cojiditions  have  created  survey  eacli  other,  and  act  and  react  on 
each  otlier,  and  mollify  and  moderate  each  other.  It  is  wise  to 
have  those  who  have  heen  fortunate  and  unfortunate,  those  who 
in  the  struggle  for  life  have  drawn  prizes  and  those  who  have 
drawn  blanks  come  back  and  meet  again  in  the  old  level  of  boy- 
hood associations,  and  solace  and  help  each  other.  Cerlainly  to 
meet  on  the  footing  of  childhood  is  to  meet  again  on  the  truest 
equality  there  is.  A  boyhood  in  a  New  England  town  is  the  pui'cst 
education  in  democracy.  I  look  l)ack  on  my  own  witli  ])h'asure. 
Never,  T  believe,  was  there  a  ha[)])ier  one,  and  1  see  with  satis- 
faction what  an  absolute  democratic  e([ualily  tliei'e  was,  ^vithout 
even  a  thought  or  suspicion  of  difference  because  of  wealth,  or 
occupation,  or  race,  or  creed.  The  ([ualities  of  the  boy  himself 
were  the  onl,y  elements  of  popularity  or  leadership. 

It  is  in  this  that  the  town  surpasses  the  city  today,  and  I 
have  thought  that  in  tlie  few  minutes  I  have  been  asked  to  fill 
today,  as  we  are  celebrating  the  founding  of  a  town,  it  wouhl  be 
ap[)ropi'iate  to  confine  mysell:*  to  this  one  thought — the  j»otent 
and  strengthening  intiuence  of  the  town  compai'cd  ^vith  the  city. 

As  society  grows  older  and  larger  it  tends  to  drift  into 
classes.  That  is  natui'al  and  I  su])pose  inevitable.  In  a  l;i rg(; 
community  all  cainiot  know^  each  other — therel'oi'e  associates  have 
to  be  selected,  and  in  the  process  of  selection  it  is  natural  that 
those  of  kindred  tastes,  those  who  live  on  aliout  the  same  sc.ile  of 
expense  should  flock  together,  and  so  society  classifies  itself  natu- 
rally by  lines  of  taste,  and  by  lines  of  culture,  and  by  lines  of 
wealth,  ^riiere  is  nothing  to  condemJi  or  criticize  in  such  asso- 
ciation if  one  class  will  recognize  the  equality  (»L'  cNciy  other, 
and  will  not  allow  the  fondness  for  their  associates  to  m;il<e  them 
unjust  to  others.  But  there  human  nature  seems  wciik,  nv  rather 
the  tendency  of  human  iiatui'c  to  associate  and  be  seliish  and 
partisan  and  emulous  is  strong,  and  so  each  class  comes  soon  to 
be  ambitious  for  itself,  and  regardless  and  envious  of  others,  and 
we  see  those  jealousies  which  ai-e  harmful  to  all,  and  il'  persisted 
in  must  prove  dangerous  to  the  state.  I  have  bi'eii  sur[)rise(l  to 
see  how  in  large  cities  fornudities  and  distinctions  have  grown, 
and  how  educated,  intellectual  men  come  under  their  sway. 

I  heard  in  Washington  where  the  (pianlit}^  of  officials  and 
the  presence  of  foreign  diplomats  makes,  I  pi'csume,  more  punctil- 
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ionsness  than  elsewliere,  an  incident  for  wliose  antluMiticity  I 
will  by  no  iiieans  vouch,  but  wliich  so  well  illustrates  the  tendency 
I  alluded  to,  tliat  I  will  quote  it,  thouuli  I  trust  it  was  not 
founded  on  fact.  At  formal  diiniers  the  .uuests  are  seated  as 
far  as  i)ossible  in  the  order  of  their  ofllcial  rank,  the  ^I'eatest 
di^i'uitary  escortin^i^'  the  hostess  in  to  dinner.  Of  course,  the 
United  States  supreme  court  are  of  the  highest  rank,  aiul  one 
evenin<4',  the  story  ^oes,  a  jvul^'c  arriA'inii,'  at  a  dijuh'i'  ])arty 
discovered  that  he  was  not  to  take  the  hostess  in  to  dinner,  as  he 
had  expected,  lie  inquired  of  the  servant  if  the  chief  justice 
was  to  be  thei*e — the  only  ])ei's()n  \vhose  i-ank  he  admit  led  to  be 
su{)erior.  'fhe  i'es|)onse  was  No.  '"fhen,"  said  the  jud.uc,  in  hi^li 
dud<;'eon,  because  soineone  else  was  to  h;ive  the  honor  of  taking' 
out  the  hostess,  Avhich  he  (M)nceived  belon>ied  to  him,  "Then  tell 
the  hostess  that  it  wifl  be  imi)ossible  for  me  and  my  wil'e  to  dine 
here  toiiii-ht, "  and  he  instantly  departed,  aHowiny'  indignation 
at  an  inf rinii'em(^nt,  of  his  social  position  to  ovei'conie  politeness 
and  courtesy.  If  in  the  sui)i'eme  court  of  the  Ujiilcd  Slates, 
where  Ave  suppose  is  condensed  our  .ui'catest-  intellectual  power 
and  culture,  there  is  found  such  pride  of  caste,  such  sensit i\euess 
to  class  distinctions,  liow  can  we  A\()ndei"  if  in  society,  Avhci'e 
want  of  brains  is  sup])lied  by  sui'j)lus  of  \\'ealth,  A\'e  shall  lind 
snobbishness  and  pi'ide  rampant,  or  how  can  Ave  wonder  ii'  class 
feeling'  often  engenders  bittei-ness  ancf  riot  ! 

Now  here  is  the  great  superiority,  social  and  moral  and 
political,  of  the  town  over  the  city.  In  the  one  the  im[)ossi hility 
of  knowing  every  one  compels  sehndioji,  and  that  pi'oduccs  classes, 
and  that  creates  com])etition,  rivalry,  ill-will,  liatred,  law  lessness; 
in  the  other,  universal  acqmiintance  i)roLluces  comi)arative  e((ual- 
ity  and  good  feeling,  h'or  m(^n  are  so  nuich  alike;  the  connnon 
human  strain  is  so  strong,  that  it  is  not  between  indi\iduals  as 
a,  I'ule  that  disagreements  exist;  it  is  bodies,  and  jiiasses,  and 
classes  of  mc^i  that  dislike  and  hate  each  other.  When  they  come 
to  kuoAV  each  other  as  individuals  they  generally  lind  suflicient 
conuininity  of  feeling  to  make  a  basis  for  mutual  underslanding. 
Individuals  as  a  rule  are  reasonable  and  Avill  heai*  and  recognize 
reason.  It  is  Avhere  they  act  in  iruml)ers  as  luobs  that  tlu\\'  become 
brutish  and  intlamc  each  other  to  atrocities  Avhich  they  would 
shudder  from  alone.  CroA\(ls  are  vastly  more  uni-easonable  than 
individuals.  And  so  the  toAVJi  has  a  great  advantage  over  the 
city.    The  mutual  ac(piaintance  begets  toleration  ami  respect. 
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And  I  sometimes  think  it  is  more  ereditjible,  it  is  a  surer  dis- 
tinction to  he  tlie  foremost  citizen  of  a  town  than  of  a  f:;reat 
city.  l^"'or  in  tlie  town  you  are  compU'tely  luiown  ;  your  I'eputji- 
tion  is  not  second-hand;  you  cannot  he  a  staildiio  horse  for  some 
other  person  or  party  and  l)e  accei)ted  as  ^I'eat  because  they 
affirm  it,  but  your  cliaracter,  your  lia])its,  youi-  a))ility,  your 
])eculiai'ities  are  known  tlirouiili  and  throuuh,  and  nolhinn'  caiv 
succeed  hut  sheer  merit.  In  tlie  city,  i^cnius  and  lah'ul  may 
remain  obscure  and  undetected  for  years,  wliik'  fortunate  meclioc- 
rity  flourishes.  But  in  the  country,  miM'it  is  surely  recnunized, 
and  makes  its  way,  and  tliouuh  the  j)rizes  are  small  they  ^o  un- 
erringly to  those  who  earn  tliem.  And  so  the  town  is  the  ^reat 
conservative  and  conserving  force  of  the  nation.  And  as  one 
hundred  and  fil'ty  years  ago  there  were  in  this  l)road  continent 
nothing  l)ut  towns,  so  today  it  seems  to  \\\o  that  celcbi'at in'4'  that 
distant  and  different  era,  we  can  a})i)roj)riatcly  and  truthrully 
glorify  the  town.  It'  today  the  great  city,  A\ith  its  wondrous 
developments,  is  the  perfect  Hower  of  our  ci\'ilizat ion,  still  the 
town  is  the  sturdy  root  on  Avhose  health  and  vigor  dc})eii(ls  the 
life  of  the  whole  organism. 

It  was  the  life  oi*  the  town  that  naturally  stimulated  Ihose 
(pudities  which  have  made  the  greatness  of  America — sell'- reli- 
ance, entei'pi'ise,  eipiality  and  respect  for  law.  These  were  the 
great  Anglo-Saxon  chai'acteristics  which  our  ancestoi's  brought 
here.  These  are  the  ([ualities  that  founded  South  Iladley  one 
hundi'cd  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  the  great  mnrvel  of  America 
is  that  these  (puiiities  have  not  been  submerged  in  the  rei)eated 
waves  of  immigi'ation  that  have  swept  over  them,  but  today  rise 
struggling  and  choked,  but  still  dominant,  as  the  saving  fact<n's 
of  our  progress.  Oui'  great  contribution  to  lMiroj>e,  to  the  world, 
to  liistoiy  and  civilization  has  1)(Hmi  the  declaration  of  the  rights 
and  e([uality  of  mankind,  Avliich  naturalls'  develo[)ed  iVoni  the 
l)rimitive,  democratic  and  I'cligious  life  of  such  towns  as  S')uth 
Iladley  one  hundred  and  lifty  years  ago,  and  which  we  may  well 
hope  still  finds  its  pei'manent  abiding  j)lace  and  its  most  con- 
genial home  in  such  towns  as  the  South  Iladley  of  tod.iy,  which 
are  scattering  their  descendants,  their  missionaries,  over  the 
Avhole  broad  land,  and  leavening  with  their  spirit  seventy  millions 
of  people. 

The  Schumann  Quartet  sang  "Sunset,"  by  Van  de  Water. 
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Miss  ]\rary  K.  Woolley,  ])resi(leiit  of  .Mt.  Ilolyoke  Colleu'o, 
was  the  next  speaker,  taking'  as  liei*  theme,  ''The  Hdiieatioiial 
Interests  of  the  Town." 

It  is  niy  pleasant  duty  to  hrin<;-  you  i>reeting-  f  roui  the  eolle.iie. 
I  wish  that  she  were  here  to  speak  for  lierself,  to  have  a  part 
in  the  lios})itality  of  this  sij2,'nitieant  ''lionie  eojiiinii'/'  The 
freedom  of  the  eampus  is  yours,  l)ut  I  do  not  need  to  tell  you 
that  the  colleg'e,  in  the  real,  and,  may  I  not  add,  most  interesting- 
sense,  is  something-  more  than  l)nildings  and  grounds,  however 
beautiful  they  may  be.  The  old  New  York  farmer,  visiting 
Cornell  Tbiiversity  for  the  first  time  in  vaeation,  and  luung  showii 
an  imposing-  ari'ay  of  hd)oratories  and  workslioi)s  and  elassrooms 
and  ecpiipment,  was  right  when  he  said,  "But  where  is  the  vuii- 
vei'sity:"  I  ean  only  invite  you  to  see  the  "college''  in  the 
future,  and  today  to  visit  its  home! 

The  "edueational  intei'ests  of  tlu^  town"  is  a  hu'ge  subjet-t 
for  a  short  talk,  for  the  educational  interests  of  South  lladley 
have  been  neither  few  nor  insignificant.  The  town  records  tell 
us  that  as  early  as  M'AS,  "At  a  meeting  of  ye  inliabitants  of  ye 
second  precinct  in  lladley,  on  the  second  dn\'  in  Kebiaiai-y,  1738, 
voted  that  we  will  l)uild  a  Scool  House  '2'-]  i'oots  long  and  IS  foots 
broad  and  7  foots  between  joints,''  and  "That  ye  Conmiitte 
abovesaid  shall  discourse  with  ye  Committe  of  ye  scool  in  ye  lii'st 
precinct  of  this  town  &.  desire  their  heli)  abi)id  seting  n[)  a  scool 
in  this  precinct."  The  next  yeai'  the  location  Avas  decided  upon 
— "ye  most  convenient  place*  between  ye  Meeting  House  cK:  the 
House  that  Moses  White  now  lives  in  "-  -but  evidenlls'  the  i)hin 
was  not  cari'ied  out,  for  in  January,  1747,  it  was  voted  to  linish 
tlie  schoolhouse  and  to  raise  i!S  for  the  {)urpose.  ;ind  in  17r)4  the 
"care  of  hnishing  the  schoolhouse  is  assigned  to  the  selectmen, 
and  they  ai'e  to  hire  what  schooling  they  think  pro[)er  for  the 
summer." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  follow  the  histoj'y  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  towji  during  the  oiu'  hundred  and  hfty  yeai's.  but 
the  result  would  not  be  nnlike  that  of  other  toA\'nshii)s  in  this  old 
commonwealth,  justly  famous  throughout  the  country  and  the 
world  for  its  interest  in  education  ami  deveh)j)ment  of  the  i)ul)lic 
scliool  system.  The  educational  activity  of  South  Hadh'y  has  iu)t 
been  conliued  to  the  common  schools.  About  1S02  ^iiss  Abby 
^Vright  opened  a  private  school  for  young  ladies,  wliich  continued 
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for  several  years,  and  the  "\Vo()dl)ri(loe  seliool  for  boys  was  well 
known  from  1827  to  18;U. 

President  Jordan  of  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University  once 
said:  ''The  higher  edneation  of  women  means  more  for  the 
fntnre  tlian  all  eonceivable  lej^ishitive  refoi'Jiis.  Us  inlhienee  does 
not  sto]^  Avith  the  liome."  In  the  liiiht  of  tliis  estimate,  South 
lladh'y  lias  phiyed  a  nnicjue  i)art  in  the  liistory  ol:*  the  eounti-y. 

Il  is  always  dii'ticult  to  I'ealize  the  extent  of  changes  in  (con- 
ditions and  puhlie  ()i)inion,  howevei*  elearly  it  iiuiy  seem  to  us 
that  we  a])prehend  them.  Today  with  live  lai'ge  ^\()men's  colleges 
in  New  iMigland  and  the  middle  states,  aggregating  more  than 
foui'  thousand  students;  with  most  ol'  the  universities,  such  as 
Ilarvai-d,  Columbia  and  Coriu^ll,  providing  nndcrgradiiate  in- 
struction for  women  in  the  foi'iu  of  the  ainiex,  the  aCliliated 
college  or  co-education  ])iire  and  simi)le;  with  coiiscM'vati vc  insti- 
tutions like  Yale  Ihiiversity  opening  tiuvii'  graduate  coui'scs  to 
women  on  the  same  footing  as  to  men;  with  the  great  state 
luiivej'sities,  almost  without  exception,  co-educjitional  ;  with 
womcji  holding  fellowshii^s  in  foreign  uni\HM'sit  ies,  and  ^\  inning 
doctorates  in  constantly  increasing  nmnbci's-  it  seems  iiu*i"edible 
that  in  1836,  the  year  that  a  charter  was  granted  to  iMount 
llolyoke  Sennnary,  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  colleges 
in  the  United  States  for  young  men,  and  not  one  for  young 
women  ! 

Nor  was  this  lack  of  op[)()rtunity  confined  to  the  college. 
The  pages  of  IMrs.  Stowe's  " Semi-Centennial  Ske1e;h  of  Mount 
Holyok'c  Seminaj'y"  read  like  a'romanee,  so  unr(^al  do  the  edu- 
cational conditions  of  the  early  part  of  the  l^)th  century  api)ear 
to  our  20th  century  e\'es.  (J iris  were  Jiot  generrdly  in  the  [)ublic 
schools,  since  they  coukl  learn  to,  read  and  se\\' — the  only  neces- 
sary aecom])lishments — at  liome  or  in  private  schools  k'cpt  by 
''dames."  It  is  said  that  it  ^vas  not  unconniion  for  women  of 
prop(U-ty  to  sign  the  wills  which  they  made  with  a  cross,  and 
that  many  who  could  read  were  unable  to  write.  In  ITDO  l^oston 
allowed  them  to  atteiul  the  pul)lie  schools  during  the  summer 
months — "when  there  were  not  enough  boys  to  till  them!"  In 
Nortliampton  in  1788  "the  (juestion  was  l)efore  the  town,"  and 
"it  was  voted  not  to  be  at  aiiy  expense  for  schooling  giils,"  but 
in  1792  it  "was  voted  by  a  lai'ge  majority  to  admit  girls  ])elween 
the  ages  of  eight  and  fifteen  to  the  sc'hooLs  f]'om  Alay  1  to  October 
i-U.    One  of  the  Hatfield  nuiidens,  accoi'ding  lo  the  story,  was 
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so  atliirst  for  knowle(l<:>'e  that  she  resoi'ted  to  the  .somewhat  doubt- 
fnl  expedient  of  sitting  on  the  sclioolhouse  doorsteps  to  hear  the 
boys  i-eeite ! 

]^ut  a  new  age  liad  begnn  and  befoi'e  tlie  elose  of  tlie  18th 
century  several  aeademies  were  estal)lished,  admitting  girls  as 
Avell  as  boys.  Bradford,  wliieli  lias  jnst  eek'brated  its  eentennial, 
was  originally  of  this  eharaeter — although  a  ((uartci'  of  a  century 
later  it  established  a  sepai-ate  dei)ai'tnient  foi"  gii  ls,  jind  eight 
years  after  that  closed  the  boys'  depai'tiiient.  Acndeiiiics  for 
girls  only  followed  toward  the  close  of  tlu>  Hi-sl  (luarlcr  ol'  the 
19th  century — Adams  Academy  at  j)(M-ry,  N.  11.,  in  IS^:^ ;  Ipswich 
Academy  in  1828,  and  Abl)ot  Academy  in  l('^2l),  ^\•hilc  elfoi'ts  for 
training  in  the  higher  branches  began  in  the  same  pei'iotl.  A 
cei'tain  William  Woodbridge,  gi-aduating  from  Vale  in  1780  and 
taking  foi-  the  theme  of  his  essay,  "Improvement  in  female 
Education,"  is  said  to  have  been  the  father  ol*  the  tirst  school 
in  New  England  "designed  exclusively  for  the  instruct  ion  of 
girls  in  l)ranches  not  tauglit  in  the  common  schools."  "I  lis  efforts 
took  the  form  of  an  evening  school,  where  he  taught  gi'aiinnar, 
geogi-aphy  and  C()m])ositi()n,  but  even  this  modest  ciiri'iculum 
was  considered  impracticable  and  its  ])romoter  "visionary." 

It  Avould  be  intei'csting  to  trace  the  (U'velopmcnt  of  Ihe  new 
idea  and  the  W(U'k  of  its  advocatc^s — Fuuma  Willard  I'ounding 
Troy  Seminary  in  1821,  Catharine  HiH'chci'  beginning  a  seminary 
in  Hartford  in  1822  in  the  Uj)per  j'oom  of  a  store,  and  Ivev.  Joseph 
Emerson  laying  the  foundation  of  an  even  grcatiM-  work'  in  his 
seminaiy'  at  Hytield. 

Among  the  ])Ui)ils  of  the  last  ^^'as  the  girl  ^\llose  longing 
for  knowledge  was  so  great  that  during  her  student  days  she 
often  gave  herselt'  oidy  four  houi's  of  slcej)  in  t \\'(Mity-l"our, 
"counting  study  time  too  precious  to  b(^  taken  I'oi-  sleep'";  who 
niastei'cd  the  Englisli  granun-ir  in  four  days  and  the  Latin  in 
three;  who  calculated  eclii)ses  ami  made  an  almanac;  impr(»ved 
her  vacations  by  studying  the  natural  sciencc^s  and  dra^\ing  and 
painting;  and  in  every  study  u})on  which  she  entered  showed 
extraordinaiy  mental  grasp  as  ^vell  as  zeal  aiul  earnestness.  The 
story  of  JMoinit  Ilolyoke  is  the  story  ol"  .Mai-y  Ijyon,  but  it  belongs 
also  to  the  history  of  South  Jfadley.  The  town  may  \vell  lay 
claim  to  her  by  birth,  her  great-grandfather  being  one  of  the  lirst 
settlers,  although  later,  on  account  of  I'cligious  dirferences,  he 
withdrew  to  begin  the  settlement  of  Huntstown,  now  Aslifield. 
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It  was  South  lladley's  ^ood  fortune  to  be  selected  as  the  site 
of  the  uew  scliool,  aiul  the  fact  tliat  a  "liandsoine  subscription" 
was  raised  says  inueli  for  the  liberality  and  ])i'o«^ressiveness.  of 
the  town.  It  has  l)een  well  said  that  .Miss  liyoii  ''eonld  not 
describe  the  litei*ary  standard  by  coini»aring  it  with  establislied 
institutions  of  the  kind  anywliere  known  as  one  could  do  in 
foundint>'  a  new  collej^e  for  men.  There  was  no  school  to  which 
she  could  point  as  an  example  in  this  iH'sj)ect."  That  thc^  new 
institution  should  be  a  college  in  luime  was  not  to  l)e  thought 
of  in  that  age  of  suspicion,  ridicule  and  acturd  antagonism  to 
higher  education  for  Avomen  ;  "but  she  i^roceedcd  with  all  the 
energy  and  wisdom  of  th(3  great  woman  that  she  was  to  make 
it  as  nuich  of  [i  codege  as  was  possible  in  her  day."  The  jn-elim- 
inaiy  cii-eulai*,  issued  in  LS;^;'),  stated  that  the  seminary  would 
furnish  "every  advantage  that  the  state  of  education  in  this 
countjy  will  allo\v,''  and  the  "h'ii'st  Annual  Catalog"  of  lS;57-;)8 
inchuh's  in  the  curriculum  anci(^nt  and  modern  history,  botany, 
rhetoric,  Euclid,  physiology,  algebra,  natural  i)hilosophy,  [)hilos- 
ophy  of  natural  history,  intellectual  philosoj)hy,  chciinstry, 
astronomy,  geology,  ecclesiastical  history,  evidences  of  Christian- 
ity, logic,  moral  philosophy,  natural  theolog\'  and  Butler's  anal- 
ogy. Certainly  some  pi'ogress  had  been  made  since  Mr.  Wood- 
bridge  was  considered  eccentric  because  he  believed  that  women 
should  not  be  denied  the  pi'ivilege  ol:'  studying  gi'amiiiai',  geog- 
raphy and  composition  ! 

Attention  has  often  been,  called  to  the  widespread  iniiuence 
of  South  Iladley  in  the  academic  world.  When  the  serious 
([uestion  of  carpeting  the  seminary  hall  was  under  discussion 
in  1842,  one  of  the  trustees  decided  the  maltcr  by  saying:  "The 
times  demand  it.  The  education  of  the  world  is  being  carried 
on  here."  Truly  the  education  ol'  the  world  was  being  carried 
on  here.  And  in  southern  Africa  ami  tlu^  I'ai-  East,  as  well  as 
on  oui'  own  Pacific  coast  and  in  the  middle  West,  are  institutions 
modeled  after  her  plan  ami  graduates  mal<iiig  her  name  a 
familial'  liousehold  woi'd. 

The  significant  ])art  which  South  iladley  has  [)layed  in 
liigher  education  is  seen  (piite  as  j)lainly  in  the  line  oT  educational 
theoj'ies.  Ideas  acce{)ted  totlay  as  fundamental  were  as  strongly 
emphasized  here  sixty-six  years  ago — for  example,  the  necessity 
of  physical  training,  the  value  of  education  as  a  preparation 
for  service,  the  development  of  mental  ])ower  rather  than  mere 
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acquisition,  the  deinocnitie  and  patriotic  idcnl,  the  idea  that  the 
school  is  only  the  l)eginniiio'  of  an  edueation  which  is  never 
finished — all  these  conceptions,  both  in  theory  and  })raetice,  were 
characteristic  of  jNfiss  Lyon's  plan. 

One  brief  para^^raph  of  the  preliminary  cii'cnlar  outlines 
the  functions  of  the  Avoman's  collejj^e:  "Its  main  features  are  an 
elevated  standard  of  science,  literature  and  refinement  *  *  * 
all  to  be  controlled  by  the  spirit  ol:*  the  gospel. it  is  a  simph^ 
statement,  but  a  very  coiripreliensive  one.  The  threefold  aim  of 
the  woman's  college  today — expi-essed  diiferently  but  with  the 
same  meaning— is  sound  scholarship,  ti'ue  cultui-e,  Chi'istian 
character.  Higher  education  for  women  is  no  h)ngei'  an  experi- 
ment, but  in  these  (biys  of  broader  o[)iM)rtiniil  ies  and  ahnost 
boundless  possi))ilities,  let  us  not  forget  our  tribute  of  honor  and 
api)reciation  to  the  town  that  dared  to  he  the  j)ion(H'r. 

The  Schumann  Quartet  sang  the  American  Hymn  hy  Kelhir. 

His  Excellency,  John  \j.  l^ates,  (iovei'iior  of  the  Common- 
wealth, spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  PrcsidoU  and  FcUow-Cil izois :  'fhere  has  lieen  so.  much 
said,  and  it  has  been  so  well  said,  that  even  though  I  come  to  bring 
the  congratulations  of  the  commomvealth,  I  could  not  excuse 
myself  if  I  should  prolong  woi'ds  and  delnin  >'ou  unich  longer. 
I  have  been  contracting  the  old  home  habit.  J  think  there  is 
danger  of  my  being  confirmed  in  it  bec-ause  I  tiiul  these  occasions 
so  very  interesting.  I  find  it  is  not  necessai'y  to  be  a  very  keen 
observer  to  see  that  there  is  a  value  in  it  for  those  who  celebrate; 
a  value  that  is  far  I'icher  than  many  imagine,  for  evei'\'t  tiing  is 
of  value  that  tends  to  open  the  heai't  oi*  bi'oaden  the  nnnd  and 
lift  up  the  soul.  I  know  of  iiothing  that  so  Avarms  the  heart  as 
does  the  grasp  of  the  hand  of  an  old  friend;  the  talking  of  days 
of  long  ago,  while  the  old  memory  ])lays  its  tune  upon  the  heart. 
I  know  of  nothing  that  will  so  brighten  the  days  as  talking  with 
thf)se  who  come  from  far  away;  who  come  to  tell  us  of  what  they 
have  seen  and  what  they  are  doing  Avhei'cvei'  they  have  cast  their 
lots.  Such  things  do  us  more  good  than  le(Uures.  1  know  of 
nothing  that  is  so  inspiring  to  the  soul  as  to  tui'u  back  the  records 
of  the  towns  of  the  oUl  Ray  State  and  study  the  ])lans  and  ideas 
that  directed  and  led  them.  So  thei'c  is  a  value  in  such  annual 
gatherings  as  this  of  today.  1  have  been  interested  to  discover 
that  there  is  not  a  town  in  ]\rassachusetts  that  is  not  moi-e  beau- 
tiful than  any  other  town  in  the  state.    This  pride  is  something 


u 


not  to  be  re^'retted  or  deplored,  but  admired,  because  I  recognize 
that  pride  for  locality  tends  to  the  betterment  of  state  and  nation. 
What  a  tiine  this  Avould  be  if  all  South  Iladh\v  had  to  celebrate 
Avas  what  Nature  has  done  for  it  in  tlie  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  gone  by.  I  have  noticed  that  most  towiis  pick  out  some 
leader  who,  though  a  native,  has  gone  and  woji  success  outside,  as 
though  the  town  wns  represented  by  such  a  man.  All  honor  to 
those  towns  that  can  celebrate  for  those  Avho  have  made  their 
successes  at  home.  Poor  iiuleed  wouhl  be  llic  coiiimunily  tbat 
liad  but  one  or  two  great  men  to  whom  to  do  honoi'. 

I  have  noticed  there  is  a  disposition  in  sonn'  places  to  dwell 
on  the  past.  But  poor  is  the  town  that  iias  only  tlie  past  to 
celebi'ate.  Thei-e  must  be  a  live,  active  'i)resent,  and  the  town 
must  live  today  foi*  what  it  sees  in  the  tuture.  If  tlie  town 
exercises  no  intiuence  beyond  its  own  borders  llien  that  town  lias 
nothing  to  celebrate.  But  it  is  the  town  that  has  inthuMice  outside 
that  does  not  depend  on  what  it  is  doing  within  itself;  the  toWn 
that  calculates  its  inliuence  in  the  outside^  world  that  is  the 
town  that  can  celebi-ate.  As  T  go  through  tlie  Connecticut  A'alley 
I  see  that  beauty  Avliich  the  artists  have  despaiied  of  porti'aying, 
and  I  see  also  the  elms  that  the  fathers  have  planted.  1  recogni/e 
that  they  were  willing  to  sow  tliat  others  might  gathei'  the  harv- 
est; that  it  did  not  deter  them  that  tliey  might  not  see  the  Fruits 
of  their  work.  I  see  the  intiuence  of  South  lladley,  not  only  in 
the  sons  and  daughters  that  have  gone  forth,  but  1  see  it  also 
in  the  influences  that  have  gone  forth  fi'om  their  lives,  and  in 
that  host  of  young  men  and  women  who  have  received  their  in- 
spii'ation  from  living  here.  1  congratulate  her,  woi  onl\'  for  your 
rugged  lives,  but  for  the  rugged  citizenshi}).  1  could  not  con- 
gratulate her  because  of  the  rugged  sti-eam  that  winds  along  one 
side  of  her  borders,  but  for  the  men  who  have  been  able  to  curb 
and  use  that  stream.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  rugged  men  who 
have  done  so  much  for  the  world,  men  Avho  are  shadows  indeed 
may  be  by  the  shadows  of  earth,  but  who  revel  in  the  lights  and 
influences  of  heaven  and  who  rei)rese]it  what  South  lladley  has 
been,  is  now,  and  will  be. 

The  Schumaini  Quartet  sang  "America,"  concluding  with 
the  Doxology,  in  wdiich  the  audience  joined. 
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THE  BAX(^TJKT. 


At  the  close  of  the  public  services,  many  of  the  audience 
went  to  the  church  hall  where,  at  one  o'clock,  a  banquet  was 
served  to  over  three  lunulred  and  fifty  ladies  and  j^entlenien. 
The  lon^;'  tables  were  prettily  decorated,  and  on  the  platform  was 
a  table  for  the  officers  of  the  day  and  the  invited  guests. 

Thei-e  were  many,  however,  who  preferred  a  basket  picnic, 
and  for  these  the  college  halls  were  opened. 

After  the  good  things  of  the  tables  had  been  fully  enjoyed 
Alvin  Jj.  Wi'ight  of  Soutli  lladley  was  introduced  as  toastmaster, 
and  spoke  pleasantly  of  the  anniversary  exercises.  He  said  the 
program  was  formal  in  tlie  morning,  and  it  was  the  aim  to  have 
it  l)ecome  more  and  more  informal,  initil  the  festivities  were  over 
tomori'ow  evening.  He  welcomed  those  who  had  come  back,  one, 
even,  he  understood,  coming  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  l|ev. 
John  AV.  Lane  of  Hadley  responded  to  the  toast,  ''Our  Mother 
Town,'l  aiul  spoke  of  the  coming  of  his  ancestors  to  Hadhw  and 
South  Hadley.  He  paid  a  compliment  to  ^Mount  Holyoke  College, 
and  said  he  got  his  wife  there.  The  various  academies  and  the 
excellent  grfts  of  libraries,  etc.,  to  the  nearby  towns  were  emniier- 
ated.  AVhat  this  town  has  done  and  will  do  for  eternity  none 
can  tell.  Rev.  Mr.  Lane  spoke  of  the  quarter-millenial  anniver- 
sary of  the  founding  of  Hadley,  and  urged  as  a  fitting  observance 
celebration  in  1909  the  endowment  of  Hattield  Academy  and 
other  deeds  of  benevolence.  Dr.  C.  S.  Wallcer  of  Amherst  spoke 
for  "Oar  Sister  Town,"  telling  incidents  connected  with  the 
association  of  Amherst  and  South  Hadley.  He  said  the  old  New 
England  tow^n  is  worth  knowing,  and  its  history  should  be 
studied.  George  F.  Eastman  of  Granby  spoke  for  "Our  Daugh- 
ter Town,"  a  Soutli  Hadley  boy,  but  now  a  loyal  citizen  of 
Granby.  He  said  he  had  come  to  say  a  few  words  that  might 
show  that  Granby  is  not  a  daughter  to  be  ashamed  of.  That  town, 
he  said,  had  always  got  what  she  went  after,  ever  since  she  took 
the  beams  of  the  old  clnu'ch.  IMr.  h^astman  spoke  of  the  rural 
free  delivery,  and  took  occasion  to  publicly  thank  Congressman 
Gillett  for  what  he  had  done  to  bring  that  about.  John  E. 
Lyman,  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen  of  South  Hadley, 
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spoke  for  ''Our  Town,"  eallii^^'  nttentioii  to  tlic  tliin<i,s  llie  i)eo})le 
are  ])roud  of. 

After  a  son^\  "Doan'  Ye  Cry,  ]\ra  llone>',''  hy  tlie  (juartet, 
Prof.  Erastns  (J.  Smith  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  spoke  of  tlie  "New 
p]nt>-land  Pioneer."  l^rofessor  Smith  I'et'erred  to  tlie  ith^als  tliat 
liad  heen  mentioned  hy  others,  and  asked  il'  ivally  it  is  not  the 
perspective  of  tlie  ohl  Xew  Kn^iland  town  lliat  uives  it  its  valne. 
The  first  institution  that  contril)uted  to  tlie  life  of  the  Xew 
En^vland  ])ioneer  was  his  liome;  tlie  second  was  the  cliiircli,  the 
third  lie  found  in  the  pioneer's  demand  for  the  cducalion  of  his 
ehildi'cn;  tlie  fourth  institution  that  has  stood  pcciiliarl\'  for 
the  Ne\v  Eu'i'land  town  is  the  town  meeting.  Professor  Smith 
then  spolce  in  j^cneral  of  the  stronj^i'  men — })ion('ers  in  the  West — ■ 
who  have  u'one  out  from  South  lladley.  He  said  he  brouiiht  back 
from  the  West  the  lireetin^s  of  i)ioneei-s  from  the  old  Xew 
England  town.  "The  District  Sch()ol  of  l^'orty  ^'eais  A*i(t,"  was 
the  subject  taken  by  dohn  K.  fJudd  of  Ilolyoke,  and  he  told  a 
lunnber  of  pleasing-  anecdotes  about  early  school  life.  He  said 
it  was  forty-one  years  ago  when  he  began  going  to  school  in  the 
No.  1  district.  I.  L.  Lyman  of  Lincoln,  Xcb.,  told  interesting 
anecdotes  in  speaking  to  the  ' M\ecollcctious  of  the  Old  Town." 
lie  said  his  I'ecollection  was  most  vivid  of  the  jxM'iod  l)et\vcen 
1855  and  18()5. 

As  the  time  was  passing  rapidly  it  was  decided  to  i)osti)one 
until  the  evening  a  number  of  the  toasts,  and  (JoN'eiaior  Hates  ^\'as 
asketl  to  make  the  closing  i-emarks.  His  speeeh  was  considei'ed 
quite  "jolly,"  and  elicited  fa^cpuMit  applause,  pai't icularly  his 
sallies  at  (/ongi-essman  (JilletLs  expense.  The  governor  closed, 
however,  with  a  stiri'ing  eulogy  of  ''Oui*  C'ommonwealth, "  the 
subject  of  his  toast,  lie  said  he  had  been  listening  with  ])leasure 
to  the  remarks  of  the  different  s}>eakers,  and  ceasi'd  to  think 
of  the  i)Ossibility  of  having  to  linally  bi-ing  up  the  linish  of  that 
long  ])rogi'am.  If  he  had  any  feai'  at  all,  he  said,  it  was  that 
perhaps  the  speaking  might  not  cease  in  ordei'  to  1(4  him  get  away 
before  the  20()th  anniversary.  He  IIkmi  took'  up  Oongressman 
(lillett's  reference  to  having  come  over  tlu^  lii'lls  fiom  Amherst 
to  see  the  beauties  of  South  lladley — and  other  IxNiuties,  too, 
and  created  much  merriment  with  his  good-natured  I'emarks.  In 
closing,  the  governor  said:  'M  want  to  call  att(Mition  to  the 
lonesomeness  of  the  Avoi-ld  if  there  had  been  no  ^Massachusetts. 
It  wo\dd  take  ten  thousand  cai's  drawn  by  one  thousand  loco- 

30 


motives  to  ])i'iii<i'  home  the  tliree  liuiulrecl  thousand  who  have 
gone  out  from  ]\lassaeluisetts,  aiul  witli  their  (lesctMulants  we 
would  find  tliey  number  into  the  niillions.  'J'ala'  away  .Massa- 
eliusetts  and  her  ^reat  men  and  you  luive  taken  away  the  ^reat 
lit>"hts  and  iiiHuenees  that  have  been  felt  1  hi'ougliout  tlie  worhh 
]\[assaehusetts  ])eople  and  inliuejiees  ai'e  to  be  found  wherever 
there  is  eivilization  on  the  *;lobe,  1  brin^-  you  hei-  ureetin^s  on 
this  150th  anniversai-y. " 


'fhe  j^uests  of  lionor were  then  tala-n  in  eari-iajit^s  foi-  a  drive 
about  the  jMount  Ilolyok'e  (.'olleue  <ir<»un(ls,  and,  at  the  sunnnit 
of  l*rosj)ect  Hill  all  alighted  to  enjoy  the  bi-autiful  view  of 
juountains  and  valley. 

At  half-past  four  o'eloek  the  IJoeki'innuon  toolc  the  .uovernor 
iind  invited  guests  to  Spi'ingtield. 

EVEXINO  Ri:CEl»TIOX. 

A  reception  was  held  in  the  eveninu'  in  tlu^  pai-lors  of  the 
ehiireh,  at  whieh  Pi'esident  Woolley  and  members  of  the  town 
reception  connnittee  received.  'I'hei'c  was  a  good  attendance, 
and  some  of  the  toasts  not  given  in  the  afternoon  wei'c  res[)onded 
to.  Interesting  I'emark's  were  made  by  Rev.  II.  leveret t  1) wight, 
Senator  Henry  K.  (Jayloi-d,  Charles  M.  Hurnett  of  Turners  Falls 
and  Rev.  A.  B.  Patten. 

HISTORICAL  CO  I.  J.K CTI O  N 
AT   Tiiic  ci:nti:u. 

During  the  day  and  evening,  the  llistoi'ieal  Conniiiltce  had 
in  tile  north  pai't  of  the  second  story  oi'  the  srhoolhouse  at 
So\ith  lladley  Centei'  a  large  and  beautifully  arrangt'd  loan 
exhibition  of  ancient  arts  and  crafts.  A  remarkably  fine  col- 
lection of  oil  portraits  and  photographs  ot"  old  lime  woi'thies 
of  the  town,  including  a  very  near-ly  com|)lete  series  of  likenesses 
of  the  pastors  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  the  Center,  placed 
the  "living  present"  in  close  toucli  with  the  g,enerations  of 
South  iladley's  citizens  ^vho  have  entered  within  the  vale.  The 
I'ooms  were  thronged  with  visitors  who  were  loud  in  expressions 
of  admiration  and  in  wishes  that  the  collection  might  be  i)ernui- 
nently  maintained  in  a  suitable  building,  erected  (\sj)ecially  for 
the  purpose. 
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TIIURSDAV,   JULY  :5()tii. 


During"  the  iiiglit  there  w;i.s  ii  lieavy  fjill  of  i-aiii  and  a  very 
brilliant  display  of  lightning,  but  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
July  30,  broke  clear,  Avith  suffieient  clouds  to  temper  tlie  heat 
of  the  sun  and  make  an  ide;d  day  for  the  out-of-doors  celebra- 
tion at  the  Falls. 

The  village  Avas  in  bright  array,  Avith  flags  and  Inuiting 
floating  everywhere. 

From  nine  to  ten  o'clock  Colt's  Armory  Band  gave  a  concert 
on  a  platform  erected  at  the  intersection  of  Carew  and  Oaylord 
streets. 

There  were  many  sightseers  abroad  before  eight  o'clock  aiid 
by  ten,  the  hour  set  for  the  starting  of  the  lioral  })ai'ade,  thei-e 
were  thousands  of  people  assembled  along  the  sli-eets,  but  as  the 
route  laid  out  was  long,  there  was  room  for  all  and  no  jostling 
or  crowding  occurred  at  any  point. 


Tin:  PAliaVDi:. 

The  floral  and  coaching  parade  formed  in  three  divisions. 
The  flrst  on  the  lower  part  of  Canal  street,  with  the  right  resting 
on  I\Iai)le  street;  the  second  on  the  Uj)})er  ])art  of  Canal  and 
Taylor  sti'cets,  with  the  right  resting  on  Maple  street  and  the 
third  on  High  street,  with  the  right  restiiig  on  Canal  street. 

The  route  lay  through  i\raple,  Canal,  Taylor,  North  Main, 
Main,  South  jNlain,  Smith,  llartfoi'd,  Spring,  Alain,  Lamb,  Bridge, 
Maiii,  Bardwell,  Oaylord,  Pi'osjXM't,  Walruit  and  Bardwell  streets, 
and  at  CarcAV  street  the  procession  disbanded: 

The  parade  was  reviewed  from  the  platform  at  the  intei*- 
section  of  Carew  and  Gaylord  streets  by  Congressman  Gillett 
and  other  invited  guests. 

The  start  Avas  made  ver}^  nearly  on  time  and  in  the  following 
order: 
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FIRST  DIVISION. 
Chief  Maksual — Martin  L.  Barnes. 
Aides — AFi's.  Chester  Allen,  Misses  IMyrtle  Buchanan  and 
Lillian  Ileiuiick,  Angnst  AV.  Hoffman,  Medore  Pelland,  ^Manriee 
T.  ]\Ioriarly,  August  Ilofmann  and  John  Thomas. 

1.  Colt's  Armory  Band  of  Hartford,  Seott  Snow,  leader. 

'2.    Charles  C.  Smith  Grand  Army  I\)8t,  No.  IS;],  in  carriages. 
J.  S.  Walkley,  connnander. 

3.  Veteran  Firemen's  Association  of  South   lladley  Falls. 

Henry  E.  Gaylord,  foreman;  l\'ter  (iilligan,  first  assist- 
ant foreman;  Patrick  Hartnett,  second  assistant  foreman; 
With  old  hand  engine.  Fountain  No.  I. 

4.  Lafayette  Drinn  Corps  of  llolyoke.    Alphoiise  Desmarais, 

leader. 

5.  N'eteran  Firemen's  Association  of  Holyokc.    Dennis  Mack, 

foreman, 

6.  A^'teran  Fii'emen's  Association  of  Chicopee  Falls.  James 

Sullivan,  foreinan. 

7.  John  II.  Ashe  Champion  Running  Hose  Team  of  Chicopee 

Falls. 

8.  Ijocal  Fire  Department.    Chief  Engineer  A.  Dwiglit  Cooke 

and  Assistant  Engineer  elohn  J.  Shea,  and  Miss  Bessie 
Cooke  in  a  carriage. 
Pioneer  Hose  Company  No.  L    diaries  W^iod,  Foreman. 
lu'siMK^  Hook  and  Ijadder  Com[)any  Xo.  ].    Charles  Clack- 
ncr,  l^\)i-eman. 
1).    P»icycle  Brigade. 
10.    Float  The  Town  Seal. 

Si'J'OXD  DIVISION. 
FlHST  AssKS'j'A.NT  MarshaI;    lleniy  Iv  Judd. 
Aides — Patrick  J.  .Moriaily,  IJohcit   Iv  Lannon,  bh'cd  AV. 
Brainerd,  Frank  S.  Judd,  Robert  dndd,  William  Wright. 

L    Sacred  Heart  l^rum  Cor[)s  of  Springlield.    T.  M.  Corless, 
leader. 

2.  French  Independent  Naturalization  Club.    Mounted  escort 

and  a  float  representing  Columbia  and  Ijafayette,  sur- 
rounded by  twenty  childi-en  in  white,  attended  by  a 
carriage  containing  Camille  Cireu:v,  founder  of  the  club, 
and  the  wives  of  the  officers. 

3.  Float— The  Old  Shad  Fishing  Boat. 
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4,  Private  carriage — Leslie  Hartk'tt  and  Tlioiuas  l>('an;  Mixed 

Tuli])s. 

5.  It^loat — Christian  Kiuleavoi*  Society  of  South  lladk'v  I^\dls, 

I'epi'esented  by  Misses  Alta  Scll'i'idue,  Mihlred  K.  -Scott 
and  Charles  lloluies  and  (JtM)r»i'e  Nichols;  i^a vender  and 
AVhite. 

G.  Pi'ivate  eari'ia.ue — Mi',  and  Mi's.  Cliai'les  11.  Davenport,  dr., 
jMi'S.  Charles  11.  Davenport  and  Mrs.  Thomas  llai'\'ey; 
Yellow  and  Oi'aniie  Poj)pies. 

7.  Pi'ivate  earriaj^e — Mr.   and   Mrs.    Lonis   1.   Alvord;  Pink 

l\oses. 

8.  Float— ^Fouiit  llolyoke  CoNe<ie.    Coddissof  Learning-,  Miss 

Emily  Pnrrin<iton ;  Ai't,  Science,  Mnsic  and  Litei-ature, 
blisses  l^ertha  Snnth,  Bessie  Cri(Ue\',  Aiiuie  Parsons  and 
Lottie  llennick;  Social  Side  of  CoUc^c  Life,  l)asket  liall, 
Tennis,  Dumb  Hells  and  Hanjo,  Mrs.  Horace  T.  Hrock- 
way,  ]\lisses  Annie  Midei',  IlehMi  Watson  and  Miss  Taylor. 

9.  Private  carriage — Charles  l^'onntaiii  and   Pomjx'o  Hu^^lia; 

l\ed  and  White  Poppies. 
10.    Pi'ivate  carriage — Mr.  and  Ah's.  John  MiAVhirler  and  Unlh, 

Mildred  and  Donahl  MiAVhirtei*;  Pink  and  Wdiite  Uoses. 
IP    Private  carriaj^e — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lly  \V.  Thomj)son  and  Mi-. 

and  ^Irs.  d.  1\  Cross;  K(h1  and  Yellow  Poses. 

12.  Float— Workin-'  (;irls'  (Jnild.     (Joddess  of  Liberty,  Mrs. 

jMarj^aret  Centerbar;  Trnth,  l^ove,  l^^j'iendslii[)  and  Penev- 
olence,  Misses  .Mary  J.  Centei'bai-,  Mary  Moriart.\^,  Xellie 
llarti^an  and  Josie  () 'Cara  ;  While,  with  Pink  and  Yellow 
Ixoses. 

13.  Private  cari'iaj_i'e — Merton  Tucker  and  Raymond  Petti<^rew; 

J*urple  and  White  Wistaria. 

14.  Private  carriage — ^Irs.  Henry  K.  (iaylord,  Mi's.  Henry  W. 

Fitch,  ]\rrs.  Louis  R.  Fitch  and  Miss  (iertrude  (iaylord; 
Yellow  Roses. 

15.  Float — Charles  C.  Smith  (irand  Army  Post,  re{)resent inu' 

llead(piarter.s  of  Post  Xo.  PS3. 
It).    Float — Charles  C.  Smith  Women's  J\elief  Corps,  No.  135, 

represent  in the  badi^e  of  the  cori)s  :    Fraternity,  Charity 

and  Benevolence,  ]\lisses  Re<iina  Kirkpatriclv,  elessie  Carey 

and  Hazel  Smith;  Red,  White  and  I>lue. 
17.    Private  earria*;e — xMis.ses  Hazel  Hill  aiicL  Ruby  and  Ruth 

Neweomb;  Pink  Chrysanthemums. 
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PRIVATE  CARRIAGES   IN  THE  PARADE 


1.  Dr.  David  E.  Harriman  2.  Joseph  S.  Preston  3.  Misses  Edwina  and  Adalaine  Pope 
4.  Louis  I.  Alvord  5.  Mrs.  Charles  Hennick  6.  Winthrop  and  Lincoln  Smith,  Gladys 
Brainerd  and  Dorathy  Davenport  7.  Mrs.  Fred  M.  Smith  8.  Chas.  J.  Bartlett 

9.   Mrs.   Frank  S.  Judd 
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18.  Jaunt in*i'  cart — Luke  CJafl'iiey  and  Missi\s  Sarali,  Eva  and 
^lar*;ai'et  CJaiVnev;  AVliite  and  (ircen,  \\itii  Sliann-oclvS. 

1!).  Six  h()i'?:;e  di'aii' — Misses  Minnie  and  Seliua  Kappell,  .Myi'tle 
Jjawson,  Nellie  Quirk,  Kva  ll\'de,  Kitlie  Siiiiih,  .Mabel 
Ij'Esperanee  and  Mabel  Douiiherly,  and  Mi^ssrs.  llu.uo 
Kappell,  John  J.  Shields,  Lylc  rJoiies,  Arthur  \\  Hyde, 
.Michael  J.  Quirk,  Wilfred  W.  l/Es[)ei'ance,  Ai-thur  E. 
Yahniu'  and  Albert  M.  Tucker. 

20.  ]*i*ivate  carria^^e — Mrs.  TIenry  Iv.  Judd,  Misses  Millie  and 

Ila/.el  dudd  and  Master  Wendell  Judd;  Ked  and  White 
( 'hrysanthennnns. 

21.  -Float — Redclirt'e  Canoe  Club,   repri'sejitin^'  Canoe  Camp. 

.Messrs.  William  (;.  Eamb,  f.ouis  II.  Lamb,  Harry  E. 
Hanks,  r]d^ai'  T.  Hai-ris.  Horace  I).  Preidiss,  IIeni'\' 
I'j'cston  and  Kobei'l  E.  liramhall  ;  Navy  Blue  and  White. 

22.  Ca»*i'ia,u'e  with  ix^presentatives  of  The  Women's  Clul).  Mrs. 

dames  A.  Eamb,  Mrs.  Albert  F.  Eieree,  M  i-s.  John  M. 
.M{d)o]niell  and  Mrs.  William  1\.  Hill;  ivister  Eilies. 

23.  Pi'ivate  carriage — Mastei'  1  Iowa rd  rA'erson  ;  Ivcd  and  White 

i^oppies. 

24.  Float— Tiie  Old  Match  Factory;  lied  and  Vellow. 

25.  ]*i'ivate  cai*ria*i'e — .Misses  Bessie   Eamb  and   Eillie  Ci-een; 

Yellow  and  White  Chrysanthemums. 
2().    Private  cari'ia^e — Mr.  and  .Airs.  FredcJ'ick  J.  Wilson:  Pinlv 
Chi'ysanthemums. 

27.  Float— Patrons  of  Husbandry  No.  KiO.    Mrs.  E.  S.  Johnson 

as  Ceres,  .Mi*s.  Nellie  Kelloii'^'  as  Pomona,  Miss  Eucy  .Miller 
as  Flora,  and  .Mrs.  Ball,  .Mi's.  Ivan  A.  Burnett  and  Mrs. 
Isaac  .N.  Day. 

28.  Private  cai-ria^e— Mi*,  and  :\Irs.  J.  Alfred  Binaiett,  Aliss 

Armeda  Burnett  and  .Mrs.  K.  W.  J^'raneis;  Yellow  and 
( ) ra  n «4'e  C h ry sa  n t hem um s. 

29.  I'rivate  carria<ie— Mi\s.  Edward  (I.  Holly,  Mastei-  Kenneth 

Holly  and  .Miss  .Mar<i;aret  FriMich  ;  Blue  Chrysantheiiuniis. 
-30.  Float  of  Au<i-usta  J.od^e  No.  3,  O.  O.  II.  S.,  and  Teutoina 
Society;  Red,  l^lack  and  Yellow,  i-ep resent in;^'  the  ".North 
and  South.''  .Mastei's  Willie  Schiller,  Edward  Molfatt, 
Otto  iMisky,  (ieorjic  Bilz,  ]\der  Haas,  Charles  Hoffman, 
l*aul  Ittner,  John  .Nicholas.  I^eslie  Osborn,  Chai'les  E()l)p, 
AVillie  Oertel,  lleniw  (iuenter;  blisses  ix^na  Scheibner, 
Eena  Haas,  Eillie  Ittner,  Eillie  Bauman,  Eillie  Tack, 
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Frieda  ITeretli,  Lizzie  Smitli,  Lillie  Engleliardt,  i\[atilda 
Ittiier,  Elnia  Schmidt,  Lillie  Deitel ;  i\ri's.  Charles  Deitel 
and  ]\Irs.  IL  l^^eyer. 

31.  Float  of  Augusta  Lodge  No.  3,  0.  D.  IL  S.,  and  Teutonia 

Society,  representing  "The  Cotton  I^ickers. "  i\lrs.  Emil 
Scheibner,  Mvh.  Angust  i\Iisky,  j\rrs.  Ai'thur  J.  Osborn, 
Mrs.  L.  Bonsler,  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Schjiiidt,  ]\[i's.  Ceorge 
Beckert,  I\[rs.  Ernest  Tack,  Mrs.  Adam  l^ischoCt*,  ^Miss  E. 
Baker  and  I\rr,  Eniil  Scheibner. 

32.  P]-ivate  carriage — Dr.  and  ]\li"s.  George  AV.  Hubbard  and 

Howard  Hubbard;  Pink  ro[)pies. 

33.  Float— The  Liberty  Jk'U  ;  Binks  and  Pink  Koses.   AFiss  .Kuth 

Fricker  and  Master  (leorge  Oireux  as.  children  of  1776. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Second  Assistant  AIakshal — George  H.  Everson. 

Aides — Eniil  Schmidt,  Albert  H.  Perry,  Lyman  S.  Bennett, 
Andre  Laplante. 

1.  Easthampton  Cornet  Band.   Frank  J.  Schncidawiiid,  h'-ider. 

2.  Float  of  lona  Ijodge  of  the  Knigbis  ol*  Hduoi',  re[)resenting 

"Protection,"  ]\Iiss  Nei'a  Burnett,  and  .Misses  Herenice 
and  Anna  Graves,  Doi'othy  Thayer  <iud  Kutli  Spolford, 
representing  "The  Widow  and  Oi'[)h<ins. "  .Mounted 
escort,  Cluu'les  Smith,  (-larence  T.  Snow,  Nathaniel  E. 
Bates,  Levi  B.  Allei],  luhvni'd  \V.  Preston  and  Orlando 
W.  Pomeroy. 

3.  Private  carriage— ]\Ir.  and  j\rrs.  Irving  F.  Boynton ;  Scarlet, 

White  and  Yellow. 

4.  Private  carriage — Robert  B.  AYilson ;  Scarlet,  AVhite  and 

A\qiow. 

5.  Private  carriage — Charles  L.  Allen;  Scarlet,   White  and 

Yellow. 

6.  Private  carriage — Air.  and  AIi's.  diaries  S.  I>(^ynton,  Atiss 

Alary  Boynton  and  Ataster  John  Boynton;  Scarlet,  AVhite 
and  Yellow. 

7.  Private  carriage — John  E.  Lyman,  Ataster  IHram  Lyman 

and  Alisses  Helen,  Alice  and  Ruth  ijyman;  Purple  Iris. 

8.  Private  carriage— Airs.  Harry  A.  Bates  and  Airs.  Clark  F. 

AVilkinson  ;  Red  and  AVhite  Poppies. 

9.  Float— The  Old  Canal  Boat. 
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PRIVATE  CARRIAGES  IN  THE  PARADE 
1.  Mrs.  -Clark  F.  Wilkinsuu  and  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Bates  2.   John  A.  Burnette 

3.   Leslie  Bartlett  aiid  Thomas  Bean  4.   Mrs.  Charles  H.  Davenport 

5  Misses  Ruby  and  Ruth  Newcomb  and  Hazel  Hill  6.  John  E.  Lyman 

7.   Misses  Florence  A.  Brainard  and  Cora  Gardner 
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10.  Private  eari'iag-e — ]\Iisses  Edwiiia  aiul  Adalaiue  Pope;  "Blue 

Baelielor's  Buttons. 

11.  Float — Full  Rigged  Steainsliip.   Turn  and  Singing  Society; 

Columbia,  INliss  IMinnie  iMoss;  Geriii;inia,  iMiss  Annie 
Scliitfner  and  Sailoi's  blisses  Annie  Lauiline,  Freda  Pan- 
man,  ]\rillie  Axman,  Posa  Lipi)man,  Stella  Englehardt, 
Mabel  Cordes  and  Annie  lleretli;  Cream,  Lavender  and 
Green.  Cari'iage  containing  officei-s  and  committee  of 
the  society. 

12.  Private  cai'riage — iMr.  and  ]\Irs.  Joscpli  S.  Preston  and 

family. 

13.  Coach— Young  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society.    jMrs.  Charles 

A.  Judd,  ]\lrs.  August  W.  lloCt'maji,  ^^Irs.  Frank  K.  White, 
]\Irs.  Frank  A.  Brainerd,  Mrs.  James  P.  Smith,  :\trs.  Har- 
rison E.  Dunbar,  ]\ri-s.  Fred  E.  Cooley  and  Misses  Edith 
Feustel,  Ik^ssie  Hitchcock,  Edith  Lawrence,  Lottie;  Judd, 
Mabel  ITanks  and  IMabel  AVelcker-  White  with  Pui'ple 
and  W^liite  AVistaria. 

14.  Float— Cliristian    Endeavor    Society    of    South  Tladley. 

Uncle  Sam,  Leroy  Smith,  with  banner  inscribed  "J^Lxcel- 
lence  in  Good  Citizenshi}). "  Aliss(\s  Ora  Ijcnnctt,  Lottie 
Dickinson,  Putli  Jlousley,  llattie  Krug,  fJennie  Ijynuin, 
Emina  ^Miller,  Nellie  :McAuli(Ve,  Ketha  Smith,  Bessie 
Young,  Puth  AVilliams  and  iMny  Williams  and  John  Miller 
and  Paymond  Dickinson;  Red  and  White  Poses. 

15.  Private  carriage — Alisses  Floi'ence  A.  l^rninard  and  Cora 

Gardner;  AVhite  and  AVliite  Chi-ysanthemunjs. 

16.  Float— The  Old  Oaken  Bucket.    (^)luml)ia  Lodge  of  Good 

Templai'.s  No.  215;  I'ale  (ireen  with  Pink  Carnations. 

17.  Pi'ivate  carriage^ — Alisses  Katherine  and  Alargaret  Sullivan; 

White  Lotus. 

18.  Private  cai-riage — Frank  L'lvsi)ei'ancc  and  family;  Ped 

and  AVhite  Poses. 

19.  Private  carriage — Cliarles  11.  Collins  and  family  ;  White 

Poppies. 

20.  Float— The  l^calm  of  the  Fairi(>s.     Queen,  Aliss  Alarion 

llolfmau;  Cuj)id,  Alaster  James  Sijiclair;  Fairies,  Misses 
Grace  Britton,  Lois  Cook,  Alyrtle  Allen,  Phea  Tacy, 
Dorothy  l^^dler,  Imcy  Judd,  Alarion  Dickinson,  Leah 
Walker,  Gertrude  Fi'auz  and  Kathei'ine  i^'ranz;  Ci-eani 
and  Li  gilt  Green. 


21.  Private  can*iji<^e — Dr.  David  E.  llai-riinnii  and  Miss  Edna 

Harvey;  White  P()p{)ies. 

22.  Float— .Mount  Holyoke  Lod^e  E,.  &  A.   M.,  ivi)r('sen1in- 

Three  Steps  and  S((Uctr('  and  ('onij);iss;  Ei^ilil  Blue  and 
AVhite. 

23.  Private  earria^ue — David  E.  Shelley  and  family;  Eink  and 

Wliite  Peonies. 

2-i.  Float— Epworth  League.  Walter  1.  ^riireslicr  as  John  Wes- 
ley, and  Misses  Eva  .Miller,  Ethel  Wcl)s1er,  Ahiry  Moffatt, 
Nellie  Brown,  Flora  .lo])son,  I*]tta  Dnl'lin  and  Eaura 
l^uehanan  and  William  11.  DoAvns,  Arthur  Webstci'  and 
Everett  Aliller,  representin<.i'  Dil'l'ei'ent  Nations;  Ived  and 
White  Ko.ses. 

25.  Private  carriaj^e — ^Irs.  Fi-anh"  S.  diidd  and  .Masters  Kins- 
man and  Allen  dudd;  (iolden  (Jlow. 

2G.  l*rivate  earrin^e — Mrs.  C'haiies  IhMniick  and  M  iss  Josephine 
Toei)t'ert ;  Pink  Ivoses. 

27.  Float— lli-h    Sehool.     Black,   Oran-e   and    White.  The 

Sehool,  Miss  Ella  d.  B>liss ;  (Ma^»s  of  P)!):],  M  iss  Clara 
Cordes;  Class  of  1<)()4,  .Miss  Eloi'a  Schmidt  ;  Class  of  IDO."), 
.Aliss  Katherine  Devine;  Class  of  PUKi,  .Miss  dcannette 
Roberts;  Football  and  Baseball,  Bei-na rd  B.uckley  and 
Daniel  (VCoiniell;  flasket  Bail  and  Tennis,  Misses  .\nnie 
(J]'ifHn  and  Delia  O'Donnell. 

28.  Private  e<irria^e — (ieoru'e  Carc^v  and  .Miss  Clara  F.  Bnshee; 

Caetns  Blossoms. 

29.  J*j-ivate  earria*ie — .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  f).  J^ai'tlett;  Eaven- 

der  Clematis. 

30.  Private  carria<.;e — -Alasters   Wiidhi'op  and   Eincoln  Snath 

and  IMisses  Dorothy  l)aveni)oi't  and  (dadys  Brainerd; 
White,  Pink  and  I'urple  Aslei's. 

31.  Private  earria<ie— Al I's.  Ered  M.  Smith,  .Airs.  Prank  K.  \U\i- 

ler,  iMiss  Ijuey  Bai'(Pvell  and  Frederick  Snnth. 

32.  Float — Indian  Cam});  ]^lue  and  White  anjl  Red  and  Yellow. 

The  i)roeession  was  more  than  a  mile  lonu'  and  participated 
in  by  not  les.s  thai]  thit'teen  hnndi-ed  persons.  It  \\as  o\-ei-  forty 
minutes  in  passinji.'  a  ^'iven  point. 
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TIIK   l^I^A^OTJT  OF   TIIK   VF/IKRAX  FIliKMKN. 

After  the  pnrade  had  been  disbanded  llie  Sonth  lladle>'  Falls 
fire  department  entertained  the  visitinu  and  hx-al  veteran  lii'<Miien 
at  a  dinner  sei'ved  in  Foi'estei's'  Hall  on  (;ayh)rd  sti'eet.  After 
an  hour's  rest,  tliey  niarehed  to  Hlni  l*ark  on  (;ayh)rd  street 
where  a  h^r^^e  ei'owd  was  a\vaitin<>'  tlie  ])layont  of  the  visiting- 
veterans.  'I'he  Cliieoi)ee  Fads  association,  .lames  d.  Sudivan, 
Foreman,  tlii'ew  a  stream  on(^  hundred  and  ninety-six  feet  and 
ei«j:lit  inehes,  whih'  the  Ilolyoke  association,  Dennis  Mai'lc,  Foi'e- 
man,  reached  only  one  hundred  ami  eij^lity-eiuiit  feet  and  one 
and  three-eijihths  inches.  The  winners  were  awarded  the  silver 
trumpet  offered  as  a  Hrst  priz<\  while  the  Ilolyoke  association 
received  the  consolation  prize  of  a  sih'cr  cup. 

The  South  Iladley  Falls  veterans  then  came  forward  witli 
old  Fountain  Fn,L2iiu'  No.  1,  which  was  once  a  faiinms  prize 
W'iniU'r  but  had  not  been  used  for  nearly  Ihirly  years,  and  threw 
a  *i()()d  stream  to  the  distance  (d*  one  hundred  and  eiuht\'  feet. 

The  ofHcei's  of  the  local  V(^teran  compan\-  were  Senator  Ilenr\' 
Fj.  (Jaylord,  Foreman;  Patrick  llartnelt  of  Ilol\'oke,  First  Assist- 
ant, and  Peter  (Jilli.uan  of  Ilolyoke,  Second  Assistant.  Senator 
(Jayloi'd  was  the  Foi-eman,  Mr.  llartnelt  the  l^'irst  Assistant,  and 
Mr.  (lilli^'.ui  the  Clerk,  oi'  the  old  l^'onntain  Company  in  IS*)-"). 

The  dohn  II.  Ashe  Champion  Ixuiniinu'  Hose  Team  of  (Miico- 
])ee  Falls  then  ^.^ave  an  (^\hil)ition,  lanuiin^i'  one  hnndred  and 
iifty  yai'ds  ami  eou|)lini.i'  and  laying'  one  hundred  and  lift\'  feet 
of  hose  in  twenty-iniu^  ami  two-lift  lis  set'onds. 

TIIK   HASKKT  1>ICNIC'   IN    I.  V.MH  .S  <;R()Vi:. 

In  the  meantime  a  lar«.;('  number  of  jx'ople  had  Leathered  at 
ljaml)'s  (Jrove  on  North  Main  sti-eel,  to  enjoy  a  basket  |)icnic. 
For  all  who  had  not  brou.uiit  eatables  with  tluMii,  the  ladies  of 
the  ]\lethodist  Ki)iscoj)al  Church,  at  th(Mr  booth,  furnished  a 
bountiful  lunch. 

C^)lt 's  Armory  Band  played  durinij:'  the  afternoon. 

Aftei'  the  picnic  had  been  enjoyed  and  time  had  been  allowed 
for  the  iiderchanuc  of  ^I'eetinus  between  lon^' ^.sepa rated  fi'iends, 
the  people  were  called  around  a  i)latfoi'm  from  ^\■hicll  speeches 
were  made  by  sons  of  South  Iladley  who  had  returned  to  the  old 
home  and  others.  Fred  M.  Smith  ])reside(l  and  introduced  the 
s[)eak(M'S,  who  wej'e  Conj^ressman  (dllett  and  lic|)rcsentat  ive  Prof. 
James  Pai^e  of  Amherst,  e.\-Mayor  (  Je(U'^e  S.  Taylor  of  Chico- 
pee,  ex-Mayoi*  James  d.  Cui'i-an  of  Ilolyoke,  b'rank  ().  Scott  of 
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Mittineaniie  and  Prof.  Erastns  G.  F^niitli  of  Beloit  Colloo-o,  AVis- 
consin.  The  speeches  were  ekxjiieiit  and  much  enjoyed  and  were 
heartily  apphiuded  by  the  andii'iiee. 

The  following'  interestin<^'  teU^<ii'ani  was  read  fi-oni  Clni  Pau 
Fay,  who  was  edneated  in  the  public  schools  of  South  lladky  and 
who  is  now  the  sni)erintendent  of  the  t^ovei'nnient  telegraph  in 
Shanghai.  China  :— 

Shanghai,  CiiixA,  July '28,  P)();]. 
Heartiest  congi'atnlations  for  the  loOth  anni versaiy. 

CllUPAlIFAY. 

The  long  afternoon  was  well-night  endetl  bcfoi'c  the  haj^py 
assemblage  had  said  its  last  farewells. 

Tin:   RAI.I.  (iA.Mi:. 

At  four  o'chH'k  a  large  crowd  galho'ed  ;it  Kliii  Park  to 
watch  a  baseball  game  between  ^\mherst  aud  South  lladley 
Falls  clnl)s,  which  the  sons  of  the  sister  town  won  by  a  score  of 
eight  to  three.  ■ 

'J'he  line-np  of  the  two  teams  Avas  as  follows: 

Amherst  —  (J.  ]*aluier,  iirst  base;  Hunk  stM-oud  bas(>;  Foley, 
left  lield  ;  Dohei-ty,  ctMiterlield  ;  J.  Palmer,  tkii'd  base;  Ahearn, 
shortsto]);  Danahcy.  catcliei*;  Fish,  right  lield;  Cobb,  pitehei*. 

Soutli  lladley — Harris,  thii'd  base;  l)o\\(l,  catcher;  S[)ooner, 
shortstop;  Kelly,  lirst  base;  Hi'issette,  left  iiekl ;  Lyiick,  second 
base;  liai'tigan,  right  field ;  Allies,  center  lield;  Ik  O'Connor, 
pitcher. 

The  score  by  imiings  was : 

1    2    ,S    4    5    (5    7    8    })       r    h  e 

Andierst  .'.    S    0    1    '2    2    0    0    0    0    —8    1)  3 

South  lladley.   1    0    0    1    0    1     0    U    0    —3    7  8 


During  both  days  of  the  celebration  the  Historical  Com- 
mittee had  on  exhibition  in  Engine  liousc^  Hall  at  the  bkills,  a 
collection,  illnstrating  the  arts  and  cral'ts  of  loruHM'  times,  ^\•hich 
was  largely  visited  atul  greatly  interested  the  visitoi-s. 

Colt's  Hand  ga\'e  its  final  conccu't  fi'oni  the  stand  at  the 
cornel'  of  (Jaylord  and  Carew  streets,  beginning  a  little  before 
seven  o'clock  \).  m.,  and  after  an  kour  of  deligktrul  unisic  which 
was  enjoyed  by  a  gi'cat  throng  of  people,  I'ode  aci'oss  tke  l)ridge 
to  Holyoke,  playing  "Auld  Ijang  Syne." 
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Tin:  FIRI.WORKS. 

During-  the  clay  pi'ei)arat ions  for  1lie  display  of  fireworks 
had  heen  made  on  the  heaeli,  down  to  tlie  water's,  ed^^e, 

opposite  Pleasant  street.  Kai'ly  in  tlie  eveninu'  erowds  he.i^an  to 
gather  on  ^Main  and  Sonth  .Main  sli'et'ls,  on  the  beaeli  in  front 
of  tliose  streets  and  on  tlie  Conneeticnt  Kiver  hi-id^e  and,  at  iMi^lit 
o'clock  Ihere  wei'(\  it  is  esliiuated,  twenty-jive  thousand  people 
had  asseinl)led. 

The  plaee  was  an  ideal  one  for  disjjlay  and  th(^  clouds 
which  threatened  rain  that  did  not  i'all  fnrinslu'd  a  cnrtain  of 
darkness  whicli  hnely  dis])hiyed  the  lire\vorks.  h^roni  ei<4'ht  to 
nine  o'clock  the  aii'  was  brij^iit  with  a  succ^'ssion  of  niiscellaneoiis 
fireworks  and  set  i)ieces,  including'  a  handsome  one  made  ex- 
pressly for  the  occasion,  ''t^outli  I[a<lley,  IToo-llK);], "  nntil  the 
final  piece,  ''({ood  Nit^lit." 


Besides  tlie  very  successful  can-yin^'  out  of  every  detail  of 
the  two  days'  celebration,  the  citizens  had  canst;  for  self-coiigi-atu- 
lation  that  despite  great  numbers  of  ])eoi)le  drawn  togotluM',  no 
accident  occuri-ed,  no  unpleasant  incident  took'  ])la(*e,  and  no 
person  of  the  thousands  i'e([uired  to  be  taken  in  hand  by  the 
police  except  three  well  known  i)ick|)()ckets,  on  the  tii'st  day,  and 
two  on  the  second,  ^vho  were  recognized  and  arrested  before  they 
<iOuld  get  to  work'. 

In  addition  to  the  local  ])olice,  the  selectmen  secured  a  force 
of  ten  iM)licemen  I'rom  llolyoke  and  a  sipiad  of  six  from  S])ring- 
field  to  assist  in  handling  the  crowds. 

The  fine  condition  of  the  streets  showed  the  int(M-est  which 
the  selectmen  and  highway  supei'intendeut  had  taken  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  celebration. 

Jlohjokc  Ti'd nscrij)! . 
The  old  home  week  ni  South  lladiey  Falls  closed  last  night 
at  9.30  \vhen  the  set-i)iece  of  the  iireworks  said  "(iood  Night." 
There  were  twenty-five  thousand  people  mIio  ^\■ere  at  the  close. 
From  every  ])()int  of  vantage  to  witness  the  closing  firework's,  peo- 
l)le  wei'e  watching  the  linest  disi)lay  ever  shown  in  town.  The 
celebi-ation  lias  never  l)een  iMpialled  in  completeness  and  in  suc- 
cessful cai-rying  out  in  the  history  of  South  lladiey.    Nothing  but 
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praise  cmii  be  awarded  all  those  wlio  Avorlced  so  liai'tl  foi-  the  •^atli- 
erinii's.  They  did  tlieir  ^vorlv  well  and  were  aiih'd  by  eveiy  i-esi- 
deiit.  The  result  Avas  a  eelebratioii  which  has  to  be  awai'ded  the 
palm  for  beauty,  cordiality  and  interest  of  the  many  held  in  this 
section.  The  closin<i'  })art  of  the  program  ^\as  the  fireworks  on 
"The  l^each"  on  ^lain  street.  It  was  an  ideal  phiee  for  fireworks, 
for  they  could  be  seen  a  lon^i,'  distance  and  j^i-cat  ci'owds  could  be 
accommodated.  And  the  crowds  were  there.  The  cais  cari'ied 
over  enormous  loads  lonu'  before  the  tirework's  beuan  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  all  the  tn-eninij;'.  When  the  first  piece  of  the 
fireworks  was  set  olV  at  8.1;"),  it  is  estimated  that  thei'e  were 
twenty-five  thousand  watching'  them  from  evcMy  point  of  van- 
ta«»e.  The  l)i-idiie  was  l)lack  with  people  so  closely  crowded 
that,  once  in,  no  one  couhl  .uvt  out  until  the  celebration  was  over. 
All  aloni^-  the  river  bank,  on  both  sides,  stretched  i;'i'eat  crowds, 
watchin«>'  the  hi'cworks.  And  they  wei'e  worth  it,  for  no  liner 
display  has  ever  l»een  seen  thei'e.  That  the  conmiittee  u'ot  its 
moiuw's  woi'th  was  the  verdict  of  all  who  saw  the  handsome 
dis])lay.  Jt  was  half  past  nine  o'clock'  when  ihc  celebration  einU'd 
and  every  thin«i'  of  the  ])r()^'i'am  was  history.  South  I  lad  ley  had 
done  itself  ]~)roud.  livery  member  of  excry  one  of  the  ellicient 
and  hard  woi-k'in<i'  connnittees  is  entitled  to  credit  foi-  the  work 
done.  Harmony  and  enthusiasm  had  combined  in  .uivinji  such  a 
celebration  as  ])rol)ably  will  not  be  excelh^l  in  this  section  for 
some  time  to  come.    The  towii  has  reason  to  feel  ))roud  over  it. 


S j)ri iKj/icld  li(  j)t(hllc(iii. 

The  ^'reat  ])oi)ulai'  day  of  South  lladley's  town  anniversary 
has  passed  its  record  for  a  mai^iuilicent  display,  arranuiMuents 
complete  in  every  detail  and  a  full  pi'o,iii*am  carried  out  in  every 
detail  will  lon^'  stand  without  an  e(pial  and  can  scarcity  be  sur- 
passed even  by  places  with  much  la ru'cr  resoui'ces.  The  floral 
and  coachinji.-  [)arade  was  said  by  eye-witnesses  to  be  the  finest 
seen  in  the  Connecticut  Valley,  this  season,  at  least.  The  d(M'ora- 
lions  of  the  carriages  were  complete  in  theii-  beaidy  and  the  floats 
showed  the  oi'i^inal  designs  that  could  only  be  the  result  of 
enthusiastic  woi-k  ami  co-operation.  As  an  e\'idence  of  the  line 
feelin«x  that  has  cerfainly  existed,  of  the  .ueneral  interest  that  it 
liad  for  every  resident  of  the  town  and  of  the  falls  in  i)ai't  iculai', 
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the  carrying"  out  of  the  i)i'oj^'raiii  tochiy  ^\■as  a  spliMulid  l<'sti- 
nionial.  lliiudreds  of  oidookers  were  heard  to  say,  "I  never  saw 
aiiytldnji'  like  it;  I  don't  see  liow  tliey  did  it."  The  pai'ade  was 
over  a  mile  long',  there  wei'e  fnlly  hftecn  hundred  j)t'rs()ns  taking 
l)art  in  it  and  over  forty  minutes  were  taken  for  Ihe  enlii-e  line 
to  pass  a  given  ])oint.  Aiul  one  of  the  I'ealures  (»!'  Ilie  affair 
was  that  thei'c;  were  no  skittish  horses,  no  hreakdowiis  and  no  one 
was  hurt.  Instead  of  any  disturbances,  e\'eryoiie  was  liappy  and 
comfortable  and  those  having  ]Kirt  in  tiie  disi)la\'  seemed  ghid  of 
the  0[)p()rtunity.  Such  conditions  \vere  aiiii)le  reward  for  the 
connnittee  of  ai-i-angements  tliat  has  worlced  so  hai'd  for 
weeks  to  bring  about  the  ])i*actieally  i(k'al  results.  It  A\as  the 
general  connnent  that  no  town  that  eouhi  he  eom]);ired  w  itii  South 
lla<lley  in  size  and  opportunities  was  remembered  to  liave 
equalled  the  disphi\'  made  liei'e. 


S}>riit(f/i(  Id  ( ' II ion. 

The  towji  of  South  lladley's  two-da\'  ohsei'Nanee  of  its  loOih 
aiHiiversary  and  Okl  Home  week  ended  in  a  parting  Maze  of  gloi-y 
in  the  Falls  last  evening,  closing  a  ei'l('l)ration  that  in  every  way 
may  sei-ve  as  a  model  for  lik'e  eveids  for  years  to  eome.  Not  oidy 
foj*  excellence  of  ])rogram,  but  for  the  perfection  with  which  it  was 
carried  out,  even  to  the  miinitcst  detail,  the  i>ast  two  da\s  ha\-(^ 
been  l)oth  the  wonder  and  (h'light  of  all  who  lia\-e  \i^iled  the 
town,  and  countless  favorable  connneids  ha\e  been  lu'ard.  That 
the  connnittee  in  chai'ge  of  the  afl'aii-  has  toiled  day  and  night 
about  this  siu'cess  goes  without  saying,  but  its  elToi  ts  would  ha\'e 
lack'ed  nuicli  Avithout  the  cordial  supi)ort  accoi-dt-d  it  by  the 
towns])eo|)le.  The  old  town  may  well  be  proud  of  the  showing- 
it  lias  made. 


TUK    FINANCIAL   STATi  :.M  lO.NT. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Octobei-  1!).  the  lv\ecutiv(^  Com- 

mittee had  its  tinal  meeting,  in  the  selectmen's  iDom. 

Treasurer  Fred  M.  Smith  pi'csentcd  a  detailed  reixut  of 
receipts  and  exi)enses,  summed  uj)  as  follows,  viz.: 
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RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  Town  Treasurer  as  per  appropriation.  .  $800.00 

Received  from  sale  of  bancpiet  tickets.   325.80 

Received  from  sale  of  badges   77.18 

Received  from  subsci'iptions   38.83 

Received  from  subscription,  per  account  of  Entertain- 
ment Committee    18.87 

Received  from  subscriptions,  per  account  of  Tarade 

Committee                                                        .  703.98 

Received  from  sale  of  material  by  Parade  Connjiittee.  ,  GO. 98 


$2,025.64 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  per  orders  of  Registratioii  and  Press  Conunittce.  .  $1.67.25 

Paid  per  orders  of  Banquet  Counnittee   350:37 

Paid  i)er  orders  of  J^^ntertaiiiment  Cojimnttce   93.85 

Paid  per  orders  ot*  ]\lusic,  Athletics  and  Firewoi'ks 

Committee    553.52 

Paid  pel'  orders  of  llistori(;al  Committee   2}). 4!) 

Paid  orders  of  Keception  Cojnmittee   5.00 

Paid  oi'ders  of  Parade  Committee                               .  7()l).2;^ 

Paid  miscellaneous  expenses   25.00 


,      .  $l,i)90.71 
Balance  on  hand   34.93 


..  $2,025.04 


The  balance,  $34.93,  was  paid  over  to  the  Town  Treasui'er 
to  be  applied  to  the  town  continiicnt  fund. 

•  After  accepting-  the  i-ej)o]'t  and  an  interchange  oF  congratu- 
latoi-y  remarks  U])on  tlu^  succcssfnl  onlcomc  of  those  (wo  t'amons 
days  of  hist  July,  tlie  commitlce  adjoui'ncd  sine  die  and  went 
home  to  wait  patiently  for  Sontli  lladk\v's  bi-.ccnU'jinial  ceh^- 
bration. 
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IIISTORICAT.  ADDREHS 


OY   R.   O.   DWICIIT,  1<:SQ. 


THE  STORY  OP  SOUTH  HAI)JJ]Y'S  ONE  HLNDKED  ANJ) 
FIFTY  YEA1{S. 

Tlie  town  of  ITadley  was  skilled  in  1650.  Its  territory 
extended  south  of  Mt.  llolyoke  to  the  head  of  Ihe  «vreat  falls  on 
the  Connecticut  River,  not  far  1)elow  the  iiioiitli  of  Stony  l^rook. 
In  1683,  having'  a  popuhation  of  live  hundred  and  a  township  of 
sixty  S([uare  niiles,  it  represented  to  tlu^  Generiil  Court  that  the 
young  })e()ple  ^vere  straitened  for  A\ant  of  enlargement  and 
removed  to  I'einote  places  and  that  they  were  shut  in  on  the  east 
and  noi'th  by  a  desohite,  ban-en  desert,  meaning  thereby  the 
teri'itoiy  noAV  occupied  by  Granby,  Amherst  and  Sunderland. 
The  General  Court  granted  them  an  addition  on  the  south  of 
four  miles  square,  reserving,  howevei',  five  Inuidred  acres  for 
Major  Jolni  Pynchon  of  Springfield.  This  grant  Avas  not  sur- 
veyed mitil  1715  .aiul,  at  the  same  time,  were  established  the 
boundaries  of  the  l\vnchon  Grant,  being  veiy  nearly  the  limits 
of  the  present  village  of  South  lladley  Falls. 

The  river  Indians  liad  always  lived  in  neighb(>rly  friendship 
with  tlie  white  settlers.  They  Avere  constant  visitors  in  tlie 
villages  and  their  salutation,  nctop,  my  friend,  Avas  often  heard 
on  streets  and  country  roads.'  It  Avas  not  until  Philip's  emis- 
saries had  taught  them  hoAV  grievousl}^  they  had  been  Avronged 
by  tlie  Avhite  men  that  they  became  hostile,  in  the  sinmuer  of 
1675.  As  the  fortunes  of  Avar,  after  the  lirst  sui'prise,  turned 
more  and  more  against  them,  they  gradually  Avithdrew  from  the 
valle}^  On  Friday,  August  11,  1676,  the  last  remnant,  number- 
ing fifty  or  sixty  Avarriors  and  a  hundred  Avomen,  besides  chil- 
dren, ci-(\ssed  the  Connecticut  Kiver  on  rafts  at  the  foot  of  the 
great  falls  in  lladley.  That  night,  arourid  some  twenty-five 
camp  fires,  on  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  llolyoke,  they  slept 
for  the  last  time  in  their  native  valle3^  Next  morning,  along  a 
trail  which  the  present  higliAvay  folloAvs,  they  lied  by  the  ponds 
to  the  southAvest  and,  circling  AVestlield,  pushed  on  tOAvards  the 
ford  of  the  Ilousatonic  River,  where  Shetlield  uoav  stands.  They 
were  detected  as  they  passed  AVestfield,  but  no  soldiers  Avere  at 
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hand  to  contest  their  i)assa»'0.  On  the  Sal)])atli  iiioniin^j.',  liowever, 
JNfajor  Talc'ott,  uith  a  foi'ce  of  Connecticut  ti'oops  and  Ah)liican 
Indians, ])i'ovidentially  ai'i'ived  and, at  noon,  lie  started  in  inirsuit. 
On  Tues(hiy  morning',  near  tlie  ford  of  the  Ilousatonic,  as  tlie 
Indians  ^vere  i)rei)ai'injA'  to  resume  tlieii-  tli^lit,  Ihe  pursuers 
sui'prised  theni  and  killed  twenty-live  wari'ioi's  and  twenty 
women  and  cliildren,  besides  talvinj^'  fil'teiMi  prisoners.  Tlie  sur- 
vivors escaped  into  the  pathless  forest  and  the  al)ori.ii'iiial  ownei's 
of  the. valley  of  the  Oonnecticut  were  blotted  from  the  paj^c  :)f 
history. 

The  first  j^rant  of  land  south  of  Mt.  Ilolyola^  by  the  town  of 
lladley  ^vas  made  in  KJTo  to  Thomas  Selden.  It  comprised  six 
acres  on  the  Coiniecticut  liiver  at  the  month  of  Dry  P)rook.  In 
1()82,  a  tract  of  land,  lyinu'  between  the  month  of  Bachelor's 
Brook  and  Stony  Brook,  and  a  famous  salmon  lishery,  \\as 
,iii*anted  to  Timothy  Nash  and  is  now  held  by  title  derived  from 
him. 

Before  1711),  the  town  had  granted  land  to  twelve  men, 
with  permission  to  ei'cct  sawmills  and  cut  timbiM',  south  of  Mt. 
llolyoke,  but  no  permanent  im})ro\'ements  had  l)e<'n  inade. 

This  ''southland"  ^^■as  covei'cd  by  an  oj)en,  park'  like  foi-est. 
in  ^\■hicll  the  nnderbrush  had  been  kept  down  by  the  annual  lires 
set  by  the  Indians  and,  after  then,  lladley  hunlei's.  It  be- 
lonj^ed  to  the  ^reat  horse  and  cattle  pasture  of  the  town  and 
abounded  with  deer  and  other  ^ame.  Wild  turkeys  made  their 
homes  on  .Mt.  llolyoke  and,  in  chestnut  and  oak  «j,roves  ui)on 
the  plains,  wild  jni^'cons,  during'  tlreir  spring'  and  fall  iinui-ations, 
roosted  in  countless  numbers. 

This  ])asture  land  was  intersected  by  many  Indian  trails. 
One  came  from  the  north  throuuh  the  ''notch"  or  "ci'ack"  oi* 
"turkey  i)ass"  over  Alt.  llolyoke,  where  the  liiL^hway  and  electric 
I'oad  now  ^o,  to  the  sandy  hill  on  wliich  South  lladley  Oentei' 
now  stands.  Anothei'  went  eastwai'd  over  Oold  Hill  and  one 
came  fi'om  the  east  over  the  })lains  to  the  fishing'  uround  at  the 
foot  of  the  ^'I'eat  falls.  They  wei'c  nari'ow  ])atlis,  only  wide 
enough  foi'  the  foot  falls  of  a  sinj^le  i)erson,  as  Uie  al)t)ri^ines 
never  ti'aveled  two  or  more  abreast  but  always  in  "Indian  Hie.'' 
'i'hey  took  the  shortest  course  from  point  to  ])oint,  and,  as  each 
Indian  for  countless  ^generations  had  carefully  followed  where 
innumerable  predecessors  had  i)laced  their  i'eet,  each  trail  was 
worn  into  a  narrow^  I'ut. 
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The  only  civili/ed  road  tlirouuh  the  1  faiisinontaiu'  ])a!'t 
of  the  town  was  liie  hiuhwrjy  from  lladh'x-  to  Spriim-fiehl.  ^\•hi(•h 
crossed  the  Chieopee  River  a  ford  at  ScanunLiainiiiik,  \Nli('re 
Chieopee  Falls  now  stands.  It  was  hiid  twenty  rods  wide,  the 
width  of  the  present  West  street  in  lladley,  so  that  ti'aveh'i's 
ini^ht  find,  somewhere  within  its  limits,  a  passahh^  way. 

J^^'i'om  this  I'oad,  at  a  point  near  its  intei'sect ion  hy  tlu^  pres- 
ent road  from  Sonth  lladley  Falls  to  Uranhy,  was  laid,  in  Ki?."], 
a  .hi^'liway  to  Si)rin<i'lield  tlironi^h  the  site  ol'  the  j^rcsent  '  illaue 
of  Willimansett  and  Chieopee  street  and  aci-oss  the  Chieopee 
liiver  hy  way  of  the  islands  near  its  monlli. 

This  <i'ave  access  to  tlu^  (Jreat  I\i\'er  at  tlie  h(\'id  oF  hoat 
iiavi^'rd'ion,  helow  Willimansett  rapids  and,  for  more  than  a 
eentnr}',  was  used  in  connection  with  tlu^  river  route  to  Hart  lord. 

On  January  'Jo,  1720,  the  town  voted  to  la\'  out  the  land 
south  of  xMt.  llolyoke,  aecoi'dinu'  to  the  list  of  estates  and  polls 
taken  that  month.  The  munher  oi*  th(»se  (Mitithnl  to  draw  shares 
of  land  was  one  hundred  and  sevi>nteen  and  the  total  assessed 
value  of  their  estates  was  six  tlionsand  and  sixty-tliree  pounds, 
i'ant>in^'  from  Samuel  l\>rter's  t\vo  hundred  and  ninety-live 
pounds  to  John  ({raves'  two  |)()unds. 

On  ^Fareh  14th  of  the  same  year,  it  was  \'oted  to  lay  out 
Falls  Woods  Field,  the  only  ,uen(M-al  tield  that  was  laid  out.  Its 
western  boundary  was  the  river,  its  southern,  the  Pynchon  (J rant 
or  Fai'ui  and  its  northeiai,  Stony  Brook.  It  extendcHl  eastwai'd 
fi'om  the  rivei*  thi'ee  hundred  and  sixt\'-one  I'ods  and  sevtMi  links 
or  over  one  mile.  The  Field  containiMl  seveidcen  hundred  an<l 
seventy-five  aci'es  am!  each  ])o\nid  of  estate  drew  between  foi'ty- 
six  and  forty-seven  s(|ua!'e  I'ods  of  land,  ^flie  lot  extended  east- 
ward from  the  I'iver  with  varying'  \vidtlis.  Kvery  man  was  re- 
(juired  to  fence  accoi-din^'  to  his  share  ol'  land. 

The  fence  was  on  the  outer  oi*  east(M-ly  side  of  the  k'ield 
and  more  than  eleven  hundnul  rods  lon^'.  The  only  access  to  each 
lot,  without  tresi)assin^'  on  anothei*\s  land,  was  at  the  east  end,, 
throu^i'h  this  fence,  and,  of  necessity  a  roadwa\'  was  worn  aloii^- 
the  boundary  of  the  Field  which,  thou.i;h  Ioiil^  disused,  shows  now 
in  places  where  the  fence  once  stood.  'I'he  sti'cet  in  froid  of  the 
houses  of  Jolni  E.  Lyman  aud  Kllis  i\.  Smith  pi-eserves  the  course 
of  this  old  trespass  road.  .\  few  \'ears  aiio.  Ohai'les  A.  dndd 
obtained  a  vote  of  the  town  to  discontinue  so  much  of  this  I'oad 
as  crossed  the  portion  of  his  farm  which  lies  east  of  Lathrop 
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street.  The  Paoli  Lathrop  or  Jonatliaii  White  house  was  l)iiilt 
near  this  i*oad,  whieh,  at  the  time  was  .the  on]>'  ti'avelcd  way  from 
Pynehon  Grant  to  Stony  Brook. 

In  like  manner  house  h)ts  and  meadow,  phiin  and  woodhind 
were  divided  amono-  the  men  of  TIadley.  Six  divisions  Avere  made 
and,  in  all,  nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five 
aeres  were  thus  disposed  of,  giving-  eaeh  of  the  ])r(^i)rirtors  three 
and  a  ([uarter  aeres  for  every  poinid  of  his  asscss(Hl  estate.  The 
result  was  that  Esquire  Porter  or  his  heirs  or  assigns  iH^di/ed 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-ei^ht  aeirs,  while  John  (i raves  had  to  ije 
content  with  six  and  a  half  aeres. 

Pev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  writing'  in  1751,  said  that  there  had 
been  for  forty  or  fifty  years  two  parties  in  Northam})ton,  ''some- 
what like  the  Court  and  Country  ])ai'ties  of  England,  if  1  may 
eompai-e  small  thiufis  Avith  p^i-eat."  The  first  ])arty,  he  says, 
embraced  the  great  hnidowners  and  the  parties  contended  about 
land  and  other  mattei's. 

It  may  well  be  believed  that  meu  of  lladley  and  South 
Hadley,  of  like  estate  with  John  (Jraves,  had  their  bitter  thoughts 
and  talk  about  the  bloated  landholders,  which  ])oie  fruit  a  gen- 
eration or  two  later  in  the  excesses  of  Shays'  fiebellion. 

Settlers  were  slow  about  moving'  into  the  ]iew  country. 
Elderly  people,  a(;customed  to  the  i-ich  meadow  laud  ol"  lladley, 
doubted  whether  the  thin  soil  of  the  uplands  beyond  the  moun- 
tain covdd  furnish  a  living  for  fai'mers  and  discoui agi\l  the 
bolder  spirits  who  inclined  to  malce  the  venture.  Tlieu,  too,  a 
French  and  Indian  war  l)roke  out  and  men  Avere  killed  or  cap- 
tured by  Indians  in  Hatfield,  Deerfield,  Greenfield,  J^'.asthampton 
and  Westfield,  until  peace  was  concluded  in  172().  Dui'ing-  1725, 
also,  the  river  towjis  suffered  froru  "soro  sickn(>ss"  whieh  occa- 
sioned many  deaths. 

Despite  these  drawbacks,  the  new  home  lols  were  gradually 
occupied.  In  November,  1727,  tweuty-nine  men  petitioned  the 
General  Court  to  make  a  precinct  or  parish  south  of  Ml.  llolyoke 
and  to  add  to  the  easteiai  limits  a  tract  of  land  four  miles  long 
1)3''  two  miles  wide.  The  petilion  was  grauted  oh  condition  that 
they  should  have  fil-'ty  families  witliiu  two  years  aud  shouhl  settle 
a  learned  and  orthodox  divine  withiu  three  >'eai's.  On  a  new 
petition,  next  year,  the  legislature  granted  their  pi-ayei-,  provided 
they  built  a  meetinghouse  and  settled  a  juinister  in  three  years. 
On  July  1,  1732,  upon  a  furtlier  petition,  the  indrdgent  General 
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Court  i^'i'anted  thorn  two  yeai's  from  the  first  of  the  next  Aii,i;iist 
in  which  to  settle  a  ininistei'. 

On  Mareh  4,  ITl^S,  oceiii'i'ed  tlie  first  death  ainoni>'  the  setth'rs, 
tliat  of  -lOhn  1^'eston,  and  his  ^vas  the  lirsi  interment  in  the  hui'v- 
in,t>-  ground,  laid  ont  on  the  ^vest  si(h'  of  the  j-oad  over  Sandy  11  id. 
This  ,u'round  was  t^venty-lM<^■ht  rods  alon^-  the  road  twelve  rods 
wide  and  ()ecn]~)ied  half  the  Avidth  of  the  Spi'in^lield  road. 

The  lirst  me<^tin«4'  of  the  South  Precinel  ol"  lladley.  of  whieh 
a  I'eeord  remains,  was  held  Mareh  ll*,  \1'-V2.  The  fi-ame  of  a  nieet- 
in<^li()nse,  forty  by  thirty  feet  in  si/e,  had  then  been  ereiied  and 
eov(M-ed,  hut  the  interior  was  not  finished  until  IT-')?. 

KeN".  (Jrindall  K'awson,  a  llar\ai-d  graduate,  was  inslalled 
as  minister  on  Oetoher  o,  17-'];^  The  prcciiu-l  granted  him  a  lot 
of  land  and  l)uilt  a  house  ui)on  it  in  ITo  f.  This  house  is  wo  loimei' 
in  existence  exce[)t  a  ])art  wliich  Avas  moNcil  nnd  now  foi'iiis  the 
rear  of  the  I\lisses  Kastmaies  residence.  I'pon  the  lot  ('ol.  Kn.i;- 
^les  Woodhrid^c^  afterwards  erected  the  stately  (hvellini;'  house 
now  owned  hy  Mrs.  llollin^swortli. 

As  late  Jis  JToO  dolni  Lane  was  paid  foi*  "hlowinu'  th(^  cunk" 
01'  conch  shell,  on  the  Sahhatli  "as  a  si.iiii  for  meetinu'. " 

In  1740  dissatisfaction  Avitli  Mv.  Ivawson  hecauK^  i)revalent 
amoie_i'  his  parishioners  and  it  was  inliamed  hy  his  refusinu',  in 
a  public  way,  to  recoyin/e  thirty-niiie  members  of  his  church 
as  worthy  of  the  name  of  Christians,  l^hnally,  a  mutual  council 
of  churches  was  called  and  ad\  ised  a  separjition.  The  precinct 
at  once  accepted  the  advice  and  notilied  Mr.  Kawson  to  I'efrain 
from  miiiisterial  services  amoni^'  them.  lie.  however,  claimed 
that  the  council's  advice  Avas  conditioned  upon  the  paymcuit  of 
the  arrears  of  salai-y  due  hiui  and,  as  the  prin-inet  had  not  the 
money  to  })ay  him,  he  foolishly  continued  to  oct'Up\'  the  pulpit. 
At  len<;-th  thei'e  came  a  Lor(f's  Day  on  ^\■hicll  a  coiinnittee  of 
fifteen  men,  ai)pointed  for  that  pni'pose  by  the  i)rt'("inct,  foi-eibly 
removed  1dm  fi'oui  ])nl]:)it  and  chui'ch. 

On  Ai)ril  21,  1742,  ix(.'v.  John  W'oodbridu'c  was  installed  as 
miuisler  of  the  church  and  he  remained  in  oflice  until  his  death, 
September  10,  178;^  'J'he  i)recinct  ij;ranted  him  a  home  lot  and 
built  him  the  house  lonjj;'  after\\ards  kuiown  as  the  Dnnlaj)  house. 

The  South  Precinct  of  lladley  was  made  <i  dislricl  by  the 
(jV'ueral  Court,  wlih  the  full  consent  of  the  mother  town,  oii 
April  12,  1753. 

Before  this  date,  the  lii'ilish  Ooverinnenl ,  in  order  to  i-estrict 
the  pot)ular  representation  in  the  leuislaturc.  which  had  shown 

49 


t(H)  stui'dy  and  iiKlepcndciit  a  spirit,  had  iiisl  riictcd  \  hv  ( ioxci'iior 
of  jMassac'lnisetts  to  conscMit  to  no  act  iiicorporatinu'  a  town  wiiicli 
autliorized  tlie  elccdioii  of  a  i:('i)iH's(^ntal i vo.  'Idiercafter,  no  towns 
but  districts  were  ci-eated,  liavinu'  all  the  powers  ol*  a  town 
except  the  right  to  choose  a  I'cpi-esental  i\'e  to  Ihe  (JtMUM'al  Conil. 
They  had,  liowever,  the  i-iglit  to  join  with  oHum'  towns  in  nialdng 
siicli  clioice,  as  Amhei-st,  (Jranl)y  and  Sonlh  Iladle\'  did  with 
ifadley. 

After  tlie  outbreak  of  the  lievolution  districts  sent  thiMr  own 
representatives  and  on  Marcli  L'-'),  ITSli.  it  was  enacted  ttiat  all 
districts  incoi-porated  befoi'e  danna ry  1,  1777,  should  be  to\\i!s. 

'I'lie  first  miH'ting'  of  the  district  was  held  in  tlie  nicctinu- 
hoiise  on  Api'il  oO,  IJo-S.  Deacon  John  Smith  was  nioderatoi*; 
Samuel  Sniitli,  Tliomas  (Joodwin,  Deacon  dohn  Smith,  Deacon 
Jolni  Smith,  dr.,  and  Luk'e  Montague  weri'  chosen  sidectmeu; 
Daniel  Nasli.,  town  clerk;  Deacon  dohn  Smith,  treasurer;  Samu(d 
Smith,  Deacon  dohn  Smith,  dr.,  and  \j\\ke  Montague,  assi^ssors; 
]\roses  ^fontague  and  Asabel  dudd,  constables;  dosiah  Moody, 
Experience  Snuth  and  dosej)!!  Cook,  hogreeves;  lieuben  Snnlh, 
cderk  of  the  mai'ket,  sealei*,  pack'(U'  and  ganger;  'Idiomas  (Joodwin 
and  dob  Alvoi'd,  fence  viewei's,  ami  Stephen  White,  di-.,  nwd 
Josiah  White,  surveyors  of  highways. 

In  all  the  Fi-ench  and  Indian  wars  from  1744  to  the  peace 
of  17()IJ,  the  ])recinct  and  di.strict  furnished  its  full  share  of  men 
and  the  bodies  of  its  sons  tilled  many  nameless  gra\'es  in  the  dark 
and  bloody  ground  o\'er  whicli  the  cruel  strife  raged. 

In  August,  1757,  when  iiews  came  of  tlie  di-eadful  massacre 
of  the  surrendered  garrison  of  Fort  William  Ileniw,  the  valley 
Avas  tilled  with  horror  and  terrihed  lest  Western  Massatdnisetts 
had  been  laid  o]hmi  to  an  incursion  (d:  the  victoi-ious  l^'rench  and 
Indians.  The  situation  was  so  alarnnng  that  the  pi-ovincial 
authorities  made  prei)arati()ns  to  remove  the  entii-e  ])o[)ulation  of 
the.  town  west  of  the  Connecticut,  with  their  personal  pro])erty, 
to  the  easterii  bank  and  there  defend  the  ])r()vince  against  the 
terrible  foe.  ^leanwhile,  the  militia  had  huri'ied  to  Albany,  to 
keep  the  war  as  far  from  their  homes  as  possible  and  had  gone 
in  such  numbers  as  to  make  the  country  seem  "evacuated,"  as 
Oenei'al  Pepjierell  wrote  from  Springfield.  Of  coui'se  the  incaj)- 
able  liritish  oni^.-ei-s  had  no  use  for  them,  jijoj.-  c.^jjcciallv'  as  it 
fortunately  lui{)i)ened  that  the  Frt-nch  and  their  allies,  satiated 
Avith  blood  and  phuuler,  had  gone  homeward. 
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Capl.  Siiimu^l  Sinitli,  Liout.  [jiike  Moiitauue,  lliret'  sci'^j^^niits, 
four  C()i'{)()i'als  and  lift y-foiii"  ])i'iva1(^s  iVoiu  South  Iladlcy,  wim'c 
j^'oiio  twt'lve  (lays  on  tliis  cxixMlit ion. 

Though  many  ol'  lis  can  I'ccall  tlie  proCound  and 'exult  in!4' 
xense  of  I'olicf  from  tlu^  burdens  and  sorrows  ol'  war,  which  the 
opening-  si)rin<^'  of  LSii;")  <j,;ive  our  hind,  none  can  realize  tlie 
joy  Avliieh  ran  I'iot  tlii'onuli  ohl  Hampshire  county  wlien  (^)uebec 
fell,  in  September,  1751),  and  an  end  was  foi'ever  ])Ut  to  that 
liaiintinii'  fear  of  Indian  outrages  in  which  lln'  peoj)ie  had  lived 
foi-  well-ni^h  three  »^enerai ions. 

l>ul  the  inhabitants  of  South  liadle\-  were  i-elieved  from 
war's  alarms  only  to  ])luni:('  into  a  strife  almost  as  heated  if  not 
SI)  deadly. 

In  1751  tlie  I'esidents  of  the  South  I'recinct  had  *;ro\vn  too 
inuiiei'ous  to  be  accommodated  ])\'  the  meet in^liouse  and,  in 
]\larch,  tlu^y  ^'ot^'d  to  build  a  new  one,  near  the  sile  of  tlie  one 
then  occupied.  By  1755  the\'  liad  learned  caution  and  voted  to 
])nild,  if  tliey  could  aj^ree  n[)oii  a  place.  h'oi'  seven  years,  in 
meetings  ^\•ell-ni^•h  iiniumerable,  tlie  nien  of  tlie  west  side 
•stru.ii'^'led  with  the  more  or  less  wise  men  of  Ihe  ea.st  to  settle 
this  <2,'reat  (piestion  of  ^^ilere  to  build,  in  three  meetings,  held 
Avithin  three  weeks,  the  t)reciiict  vt)ted  to  set  the  buildinu'  in  live 
ililTerent  i)laces,  the  eastern  ])eo])le  beinu-  determiiu'd  that  it 
should  stand  on  Cold  Hill.  Fn  March,  17()d,  the  east-siders 
])etitioned  the  (Jeneral  ('oui"t  to  si'iul  a  committee  to  decidi'  the 
])lace.  'I'he  ju'ecinct,  me^antime,  liatl  voted  to  coim^  into  a  lot 
to  fix  the  site.  When  tlie  committee  ari'i\'ed,  they  cast  a  lot  and 
it  fell  to  the  location  near  the  church.  west  side  p(M)ple 

Avere  well  pleased  to  abide  by  the  lot.  Not  so  the  east-sitlers,  for, 
in  Januai-y,  1761,  they  askinl  of  the  (Jeiieral  Court  that  they 
ini<;lit  be  separated  fi'om  South  lladley  if  the  meetill,^llouse 
must  be  built  in  the  i)lace  selected.  'M)wiu<;'  to  the  soil,''  said 
these  stout  figlitei's,  "the  eastern  i)ai'ts  of  the  district  are  likely 
to  be  much  sooner  tilled  with  inhalhtants  than  the  western  part. 
We  think  a  large  portion  of  the  land  in  the  western  part  is  so 
])()or  that  it  ^vill  never  be  inhabited."  'fhey  ask'cd  for  a  second 
committee.  It  came  in  April  and  decided  that  the  meeting  house 
should  he  placed  on  Cold  Hill.  It  so  reported  to  the  Ceneral 
Court,  but  the  two  houses  disagreed  and  the  i-eport  was  n(»t 
accepted.  In  June,  William  Kastman,  sj)eaking  foi-  the  men  of 
the  east,  i)reemt)torily  ordered  the  (ieneral  Court  to  accept  the' 


repui'l  or  to  se})in';ite  Ihciii  fi'oiii  South  lladle.v.  In  the  nicantiiiie, 
the  disti'ict  had  voted  not  to  abide  the  decision  ol'  the  eoni- 
inittee  and  not  to  pay  tlieii'  ex])enses,  hut  to  ^o  on  witti  tlie 
erection  ol'  tlie  hnihtin^',  near  the  meet in.uhousc.  Wliih;  tliey 
were  at  work  on  tlie  frame,  tliree  of  the  cornei-  i)os1s  were  secretly 
eai-ried  away.  When  tlie  frame  was  u\).  a  \i\ViX('  numhcr  of  men 
from  tlie  east  came  aiid  cut  tlie  timbers  so  that  tlicy  could  })ull 
over  the  entire  south  side  of  the  building',  .\fter  ha\ino-  had 
these  niarauders  ari'ested  and  held  for  trial,  the  west  side  people, 
to  ]iiak()  assurance  doubly  sure,  V(tled  to  call  a  council  of  live 
ministei's  to  decide  ^vlletller  the  lot  was  bindinu'.  Tlic  council 
assembled  on  Mai'cli,  17()L\  and  its  iindinn'  was  that  the  lot  was 
of  a  saci-ed  nature  and  could  not  i)e  depai-ted  I'l-om. 

l^efore  this,  how<n'er,  the  (Jeneral  Court  had  ended  tlu,'  diffi- 
culty by  establishing'  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  as  the 
Second  l^-ecinet  of  Soul h  iladley,  on  l^'ebruary  IS,  M&2. 

The  South  Precinct  resumed  ^\■ork  on  the  church  but  it  was 
not  ready  for  use  until  two  years  later. 

There  was  no  service  of  dedication  for  either  of  the  first 
two  churches  of  South  Iladley.  Such  sei'vices  were,  to  sav  the 
least,  unusual  in  those  days,  as  no  sense  of  sanclilx  was  all  ached 
to  the  buildin*;'  more  than  to  an\'  other  town  properly. 

The  old  meet iiii^l louse  was  sold  to  -lolni  Chandler,  w  ho  con- 
vei-ted  it  into  a  dwellinu'  hoiise,  upon  the  .site  which  it  now 
occui)ies,  north  of  the  pai'k. 

It  would  be  intiM'est  inL>'.  did  time  all<>w,  to  imauine  how  the 
histoi'y  of  South  Iladley  mi^ulit  have  been  aftecled  had  the  stout 
lij.ihters  of  the  Second  .Precincl;  cari'ied  their  point  and  built 
the  meetin^'house  on  Cold  Hill  at  the  coriK.'r  of  Ihe  roads,  opposite 
Benjamin  F.  DeWitt's  house. 

J'robably  (Jranby  would  nevei-  have  had  (existence  and  South 
Hadley  would  l)e.a  town  ol*  more  than  twice  its  [)resi'nt  lerriti)i'y, 
with  a  po[)ulation  one  thousand  larger  and  somewhat  moi-e 
enterprisinj^-. 

But  the  bi'ow  of  Cold  Hill  lack's  the  ample  breadth  of  Sandy 
Hill  and  could  not  have  furnished  space  for  the  bioad  street, 
bordei'cd  w^th  s])aci()us  house  lots,  which  gives  character  to  South 
Hadley. 

Then,  too,  the  village  that  would  in  time  grow  up  around  the 
meetinghouse  would  ha\'e  the  great  disadxanl age  ol'  being  away 
from  the  county  road  between  Hadley  and  Springlield,  which 
was  the  main  thoi'oughfare  of  the  town. 


]\Fattei's  hoino-  so  situated,  Avould  ?^Iai'y  Tjyon's  ('(^iinniltee 
of  advising'  frieiuls  liave  eoiiscutiMl  thai  \\vv  seminary  should  ])e 
estal)lis]ied  upon  so  iiai'i'ow  and  sich'-l racked  a  I'idii'e  as  Cohl 
Hill? 

It  mnst,  however,  he  adniitled  that  the  site  contended  I'or 
by  the  I'esidents  of  eastern  South  lladley  was  iiioi-e  central  than 
that  of  tlie  first  church. 

.  Tliei-e  was  nothing'  attractive  al)out  the  site  of  the  tii'st 
ehureh.  It  ^\'as  })[aeed  ^vell  within  tlie  limits  of  the  twenty  I'ods 
wide  Si)rin^f1eld  lii<^iiway,  amon.u'  hei'ry  hushes  and  the  initamed 
growth  of  uatui-e. 

At  that  time  and  for  many  years'a  I'terward,  there  were  oidy 
tlu'ee  dwellinii,'  houses  near  the  iikh'I iimhonse.  Thesc^  were  the 
residence  of  Daniel  Nash,  the  lirst  to\\  n  ch'rk.  iiear  the  siti'  of 
the  present  Dwi^iit  Hall,  the  house  of  Rev.  John  Woodhi-idL^e, 
kno\\'n  in  moi-e  I'eceiit  days  as  the  Dunlaj)  house,  and  the  trans- 
formed first  ineetiniihoiise. 

A  few  rods  east  of  the  last  mentioned  huildini;',  ahout  whei'e 
Hotel  Woodhi'id^e  now  stands,  was  the  oidy  schoolhouse  ol'  the 
district,  twenty-three  feet  lonii',  ei.uhtei'u  feet  wide  and  seven 
feet  between  joists,  which  Avas  voted  by  the  ])i'ecinct  in  ITiiS  and 
finished  by  the  district  in  1754.  In  IToo  the  district  voted  to 
liave  a  school  kept  two  months  each  year  in  this  huildini;',  two 
luonths On  Cold  Hill  and  the  same  lenuth  of  time  in  h'alls  Woods. 

In  17()1)  the  district  voted  to  huild  a  schoolhouse  in  falls 
"Woods.  A  thii'd  or  south  district,  at  the  Canal  \'illau'e,  was 
voted  in  179S  and  a  sch-oolhouse  was  built  soon  afterwards. 

The  yearly  ap|)roju'iat ion  Tor  schools,  from  170  4  to  17()1, 
rang'ed  from  ei^u'lit  to  twenty  pounds  and  IVom  I7()r)  to  1777, 
averaged  thirty  pounds. 

Thei'e  were  no  houses  on  the  west  side  of  the  Spi-inglield 
road  north  of  the  burying  groinid  nor  l)(4ow,  as  far  as  the  site 
of  I\Irs.  flonathan  hJurnett's  rc>si(K-nce,  I'or  years  after  South 
lladley  was  incori)orated. 

For  some  reason,  the  lowei"  part  of  the  hill  was  the  favorite 
location  for  iinikeepei'S.  Sanuiel  Smith  \vas  the  (irsl  one  licensed 
in  South  lladley  and  was  in  business  dui  ing  the  years  17Lli),  17on 
and  1731.  Sanuiel  Kellogg  k'ept  an  iini  From  17;^')  until  his  death 
in  1740.  After  them  came  William  Ivistman,  a  stoiekeeper  as 
well,  who  removed  to  what  is  now  (ii-anhy,  John  Smith  and 
Sherebiah  Butt,  who  was  long  in  luisiness  in  the  house  where 
Charles  S.  l^oynton  now  lives. 


Upper  Falls  Woods,  from  Stony  Brook  down,  had  in  1760 
almost  as  many  lioiises  as  it  can  show  today  and  the  families 
oeeii])yiii^'  them  were  larger. 

The  i-ecords  of  the  Coiii't  of  Oeiiei'al  Sessions  of  the  l\niee, 
for  riampsliire  County,  held  alternately  at  SpriIl^•^ield  and  Noi'th- 
ampton,  j^ive  an  insight  into  the  jnanners  and  eustouis  and  moral 
standards  of  the  time  not  elsewliere  to  he  found. 

At  the  sittino-  held  in  ^lay,  ITiii^  the  town  (d'  !*elliam,  wlueh 
had  l)een  indi(ded  for  failure  to  settle  a  minister  of  the  <z'ospel, 
ohtained  a  coidiinianee  of  the  ease  on  promise  that  a  snitahle 
minister  should  be  settled  before  the  iwxt  sitting  ol'  tlie  eourt. 

At  the  same  sittint;'  tlie  grand  jury  found  a  bill  of  indict- 
ment a}:i-ainst  John  i.ombard  of  Helehei-tow  n,  "  i'or  that  he  did 
on  the  first  Sabbath  or  l^ord's  Day  in  .\])ril,  ITb'J,  and  on  all  of 
the  Sabbaths  oi'  Lord's  Days  for  one  whole  month  then  next 
followinj^',  at  said  Heleherto\\'n,  uinieeessa rily  and  without  any 
I'easonable  excuse,  absent  himself  I'l'om  the  public  W()i'shi[)  of 
(Jod  thei'e,  althou«;h  the  same  was  ui)hel(l  and  maintained  there 
the  whole  of  said  time  and  althouiih  he,  the  said  John,  for  the 
whole  of  said  time  was  a  person  of  sound  bod\'  and  not  othei'wise 
detained."  The  record  coidinucs,  "he  says  he  will  not  contend 
^\'ith  the  Kin.i»-  and  j>rays  leave  of  tlu'  Ilonorahh^  Court  to  offer 
something'  Avhich  Juay  show  the  court  that  he  did  not  umieces- 
sarily  absent  liimself  fj'om  the  ])ul)lic  woi'shi])  of  (h)d  as  afore- 
said, and  it  is  graided.  After  a  full  hc;iring  it  ai)pears  to  the 
coui't  that  the  said  flohn  has  olVered  no  reasonable  excuse  for 
absenting  himself  from  the  ])ublic  worship  aforesaid."  lie  is, 
therefore  lined  ten  shillings  lawl"ul  money  for  the  use  of  the 
parish  of  Helehertown  and  costs  of  court. 

At  the  same  sitting,  dohn  Bntlei-  of  South  1  ladle\'  and  Daniel 
Button  and  Isaiah  Button  of  Stafford,  ( 'onnect  icut .  wei'e  each 
indicded,  ''for  that  on  the  thii'tc^enth  day  of  February,  ITbo, 
the  same  being  the  Sal)l)ath  or  fjord's  Day,  he  did  unnecessarily 
travel  from  a  {dace  called  Ski])nnu'k,  in  the  township  of  Spring- 
field to  said  South  lladley,  a  distance  of  leu  Jiiik-s,  and  then  and 
there,  to- wit  at  Spi-inglield,  did  exercise  the  business  of  hunting 
after  wild  deer  and  then  and  there  did,  \v\\\\  his  giui,  sno\\slto(,'s 
and  dogs,  laboi-  and  exei'cise  himself  in  hunting  and  then  and 
there  spoi'ted  himself  in  the  chase  of  the  deei-  afoi'csaid  and 
pursued  such  deer  with  his  dogs  on  said  day  in  the  woods  at  said 
South  lladle}'  and  at  Springiield,  more  than  ten  miles."  Upon 
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trinl  each  was  found  guilty  and  fined  fifteen  shillinj^s  for  un- 
necessai'v  travel  and  ten  sliillniiis  for  unnec-essaiy  labor,  both  to 
the  use  of  the  })0()r  of  South  Uadley,  and  eosts  of  eonrt. 

It  was  fortiniate  for  tlieni  that  they  had  no  sueeess  in  hunt- 
ing' that  Lord's  Day. 

At  the  same  sittinj^'  John  l\u<:'g'  and  Klistia  Taylor,  l)oth  of 
fSouth  Hadley,  and  Daniel  Button  and  Klisha  Button,  above 
nientioiied,  were  indieted.  It  was  alleg(Ml  that  dohn  Ku.uj^'  ''on 
the  last  day  of  January  last  past  did  hunt  ami  kill  two  wild 
deer  and  then  and  thei'e  had  in  his  ])osst\ssion  the  llesh  and  I'aw 
skins  of  two  deer  killed  sini-e  the  t went \-tirst  day  of  December 
last."  He  t)leaded  «4uilty  ami  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
twenty  })oun(ls,  onedudf  to  His  Majesty  and  oiiedialf  to  Josej)!!  f, 
Ashley,  the  inl'ormei-,  and  fifteen  shillinus  and  (i\'e  pence  of  costs. 
He  ])rotest(Hl  to  the  eonil  that  lie  could  not  pay  th(^  tine  and  the 
court  made  further  order  that  the  defendant  make  satisfaction 
for  the  offence  by  service  and  tluU  he  be  dispnsed  of  to  any  of 
His  i\rajesty's  lieg'e  subjects  for  the  space  of  four  months,  to 
connnence  from  the  time  of  his  dischar,ue  for  the  commitment 
for  the  eosts  aforesaid.  I'he  i-ecord  ends  "sold  accoi-din^iy  foi' 
four  pounds,  ^vhich  was  i)aid  and  the  costs  lilve\vise. " 

Elisha  Taylor  for  killing'  one  deer  on  the  same  day  was  liiu'd 
ten  pounds  and  costs  and  was  sold,  foi-  t\\(t  months,  for  forty 
shillings;  Daniel  Button  foi-  killing  two  dci'i-  on  the  same  day  was 
fined  twenty  j)onii(ls  and  costs  and  was  sold  for  four  months,  for 
twenty  shilling's;  while  Isaiah  Button,  foi'  the  same  otVence  was 
sentenced  to  the  same  fine  aiid  costs  and  ])rought  thirty  shillings 
fo»*  four  months'  service. 

At  the  ])receding  March  sitting.  Noah  (Joodman  of  South 
Hadley,  then  a  licensed  I'ctailer  of  si)irituous  li(pior  and  after- 
wards a  very  (Mninent  citizen,  pleaded  guilty  to  the  k'illinLi-  of  a 
deer  that  same  Janimry  and  ^\•as  sentt  iiced  to  a  line  of  ten  pounds 
and  costs  ami,  in  (hd'ault  of  payment,  to  be  sold  to  serxice  for 
two  moidhs.  The  I'ccord  of  the  case  ends,  "said  Noah  was  sold 
for  forty-five  shiiliiigs. ' ' 

•  Jt  uiay  justly  be  suspected  that,  in  many  instances,  this  plea 
of  poverty  and  sale  to  service  wei-e  merel\'  a  shrewd  method  <d' 
evading  payment  of  the  heavy  fine  and  that  the  "liege  subject 
of  His  Majesty''  ^vho  became  the  sncci'ssful  biddei*  ])aid  the 
court  oflicer  money  which  caiue  from  the  eonN'ict.  In  this  way, 
also,  the  detested  informer's  share  of  the  plunder  was  i-educed 
to  a  mininnim. 
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Jolin  AVortliinjiton  of  Spi'in'^fiiOd  uas,  ;il  this  liiiie,  tlio  ;i1)1e 
and  efiiciciil  Kinu's  nltorney  and  doiihtlcss,  in  the  ci'owd  of  I'cso- 
lutc  i)ali'iots  who,  some  do/A'n  years  hiter  forced  him,  on  Ins  knees, 
l)efore  Sprini;field  conrthonse  1o  foreswear  his  kinii'  and  ])le(fu(' 
himseli'  lo  nphold  the  canst'  of  liberty  and  iiuh'pendenee,  was 
many  a  one  of  tlie  scoi-es  id'  deer  slayers  whom  he  had  rehMitlessly 
pi'oseented. 

''I'his  nsefnl  coni't  also  j^'rantcnl  yearly  licenses  to  inidiolders 
as  well  as  to  I'etailers  of  spii'ilnons  li<pioi's  at  dwelling  houses, 
"thei'e  to  he  spent  ont  of  doors,"  or,  as  oni-  modern  ^'^atnte  has 
it,  "not  to  he  drnnk  on  the  |)remis('s/'  Iv'ich  licensee  Avas  made 
to  i'eco,uni/e  to  the  Idn^'  in  ten  ponnds,  with  two  sureties,  to 
observe  the  laws  respect  in«j,'  pei'sons  so  licensed  and  also  to  recou- 
ni/e  in  tifty  ])onnds.  witli  snrcties,  to  keep  and  render  the  aecoinits 
and  i)ay  tlie  duties  by  law  recjnired  of  them. 

^riie  standard  of  these  lieensed  vendors  had  been  somewhat 
lowcj'ed  sinee  the  ancient  time  when  no  one  tnider  a  deacon  or 
the  woi'tliy  widow  of  a  deacon  was  deemed  lit  to  be  enliaisted 
witli  the  i"e.s[)onsil)le  ami  j)ro(itable  service.  i>n1  in  these  yeai's 
before  tlie  Ivevolution  the  men  and  \vomen  \vho  received  licenses 
wei'C  I'espeetabU^  business  pei'sons  and  owners  of  pi'operty.  'J\) 
sueh  an  extent  \vas  this  true,  that  it  was  (piite  the  propel"  thini^' 
i'oi*  lieensees  to  become  sureties  on  one  an<»ther's  i-ecoum/ances. 

This  eoni't  also  lieensed  tradei's  to  sell  tea,  coffee  and  china- 
wai'e  out  of  their  stoi'es  for  a  year  at  a  time,  u|)on  a  recoi^iii/anee 
of  twenty  pounds,  with  sureties,  for  keej)in^  and  renderiuLi'  the 
accounts  and  })a\'inu'  the  duties  reipnred  by  law. 

To  this  conrt,  also,  wcm'c  made  returns  of  th(^  service  of 
"cautions"  issued  by  town  authorities  to  nndesirable  ncAvcomei's, 
as  in  this  instance  of  one  sei-ved  a  son  of  lladley:  ''I'ui'- 

suant  to  a  warrant  undtM*  the  hands  of  the  selectmen  (vf  Sj)ri]i<i- 
field,  beai-in^'  date  the  luneteenth  day  of  April  last,  doseph  Crow- 
foot and  his  wil'e,  Sarah  Crowfoot,  and  their  children,  viz.: 
dosej)!!,  John  and  Sarah,  also  Peter,  on  the  twenty-second  day 
of  said  April  were  warned  to  depart  from  and  imiiKMliately  leave 
the  s;ud  town  by  Ab)ses  Alvord,  constable  of  Sprin^lield,  who 
I'etui'iis  that,  to  the  l)est  of  his  kno\\ded,L!e,  the  said  Crowfoot 
has  no  i)i-oi)erty  in  said  town  and  that  said  {)ei'sons  came  fi'om  a 
pbice  called  Ware  Kivei'. " 

John  IVnchon  died  befoi'c  Ins  lirant  at  the  south  boinids 
of  lladley  had  been  sui'veyed.    in  17'2()  his  heii',  William  I'yn- 
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elioii,  sold  two-t birds  ol*  the  li\'e  Imiidred  nci-cs  (*»  ')v)hii  Tnylor 
of  IlndU'V,  for  twciitv  sliilliniis  or  one  dollar  and  I'oi'l y-li vc'  ('('iits 
ail  aei'e.  Later,  John  Taylor  bt'canic  possessor  of  the  reiiiaiiuh'r 
of  the  ^raiit.  I  le  was  a  man  past  fi  I'ty  yi'a  rs  old  \\  hen  he  I'eiiioved 
to  his  new  {possession  and  hrouLihl  with  him  a  family  ol'  live  sons 
and  two  danj^hters.  April  Ki,  IT.'^O,  was  nndonhtedly  a  festi\'e 
oeeasion  in  the  new  home  1)\'  the  (ireat  Falls  as  the  two  danu'htiM's 
were  married,  ilannali  to  Nathaniel  llitehcoek'  and  Alary  to 
James  l^i'ownson.  i 

On  Mareh  174."),  he  deeded  in  [)ai-eels  to  his  Hve  sons  tive 
hundi'ed  and  forty-five  aeres  of  land  and  died  soon  al'terwai'ds. 

The  IVnehon  Farm  or  Tayloi*  Fbeld  as  it  was  more  eom- 
iiionly  called,  had  in  lli'u)  six  or  ei^ht  honses  occupied  l)y  Tay- 
lors and  a  few  moi'e  in  which  families  of  other  names  lived. 

Titiis  Pomeroy  of  Xorthami)ton,  hefoi'c  Mih\  had  estahlisluMl 
liimself  on  the  i-ude  ])atliway  leadini;'  fi'om  the  Si)rin^lield  road 
to  the  river,  ^\■hich  followed  pi'ohahly  the  old  Indian  ti'ail  and 
was  the  predecessoi'  of  the  pr(\sent  (Ji-anhy  I'oad.  His  house  stood 
at  the  bend  of  the  road  near  wliere  Patrick  Kilkelly  now  lives. 

Jn  1767  lie  became  the  tiist  innholdei-  of  Tayloi-  J^'ield  and, 
after  his  death,  Ids  Avidow,  Atai'V,  and  son,  Sim(M)n,  continued  the 
business  into  the  next  century. 

Tayloi'  FMeld  lay  at  tlu^  lower  end  of  a  sei-ies  ol'  rai)ids  by 
Avhich  the  I'iver  descended  tifty-three  feel  in  the  course  ol'  two 
miles  and  a  half. 

It  was  a  very  (iniet  jilace  in  Hi)"),  excej)t  during-  the  months 
of  May  and  dune,  when  people  j^athered  from  I'ar  and  neai'  to 
tlie  harvest  ol'  the  river. 

Tlu>  most  valued  fish  wci-o  the  salmon,  whicli  ran  in  ureat 
mnnbers.  They  wei'e  cauiiht  in  seines  in  the  eddy  at  the  foot  of 
the  falls  and  in  scooj)  nets  at  ])laces  in  the  rapids  to  which  the 
bolder  fishermen  forced  their  boats.  Near  the  mouth  of  Stony 
l^i'oolv  and  above  l^achelor's  Brook,  auaiiist  Cook's  Hill,  were 
also  noted  places  for  salmon  fishinu'.  Xeai"  Ston_\'  l>rook,  at  one 
lianl,  twent\-four  of  the  fish  wei'c  taken,  ran^inu'  Ti-om  six  or 
ei}^ht  to  forty  ])onn(ls  in  weight. 

But  far  moi'e  abundant  ^\'el•e  the  shad.  Fai-tly  because  the.>' 
were  ko  ])lentiful  and  pai'ty  because  the  Indians  were  so  inordi- 
nately fond  of  them,  there  was  lonj^'  ;i  i)re.judice  amonn'  the  white 
peo[)le  auainst  the  toothsome  shad  and  it  was  only  somi'  thirty 
years  before  the  Kevolution  that  shad  i-atin^'  bin-ame  repulahle. 


At  Taylor  Fi(4(l,  the  rivei',  in  tlie  season,  was  full  of  shad 
and,  in  I'owinj^',  the  oars  often  struck  the  lisli. 

They  wei'e  eauj^lit  in  seines  and  seoo[)  nets.  In  a  boat 
fastened  up  tlie  falls,  a  man  eoiikl  scoo^)  two  to  three  thousand 
shad  a  day.  In  the  eddy  below,  from  tweh'e  to  lifteen  hundred 
were  often  taken  at  a  time  and  hauls  of  from  three  thousand  to 
thii'ty-five  hundred  \\ere  I'eported  by  ohl  lislKM'miMi. 

Acts  of  Parliament  prohil)ited,  in  the  ('oh)nies  noi'th  of 
Peinisyl vania,  tlu^  eiittin^i;'  on  ])ul)li('  or  erown  hind  of  pine  trees 
fit  for  masts,  which  ^vei'e  twenty-four  inches  in  diameter  at  a 
hei«iht  of  twelve  inches  from  the  Liround. 

.\fter  tlie  C()n(|uest  of  Canada,  Lireat  nunibiM's  (tf  lous  be<^an 
to  lioat  down  the  I'iver  and  hxhje  ah)nu'  the  l)auks,  cspi'cially  in 
times  of  freshet.  HtMUiini;'  Wentworth,  ^oNcrnor  of  Ne\v  Ilamp- 
shii-e  and  Survex'or  (aMKM'al  of  the  Kind's  Woods,  had  auents 
stationed  alon«i,"  the  river  who  seized  lous  of  tlu^  prolnbitcd  size 
and  marked  them  with  the  broad  arrow  of  \\\v  admiraltx.  alien- 
ing that  the  trees  fi'om  whicli  lliey  came  had  '^row  ii  on  the  Iviuu  '.s 
domain,  in  New  Hampshire  and  the  llampshiie  (Jrants,  as  \"(M'- 
niont  was  then  called,  and,  if  left  staudin<:\  mi.uht  Ikin  c  been  use(l 
''for  the  masting  of  the  I^i'itish  i-oyal  nav\'."  All  who  claniied  an 
interest  in  the  logs  ^vere  notilied  to  a|)peai'  in  the  Adiiiii'alty 
Court  at  l^oston  and  show  caus(^  why  tlu^  1ind»er  should  not  be 
deelarinl  foi'feit. 

In  May  and  flune,  17(i;^,  three  hiuidred  and  twenty-six  logs, 
measuring  from  fourteen  to  thif'ty-six  inches  in  diameter,  were 
seized  neai*  the  mouth  of  Ston\'  l^rook  and  in  thai  p;irt  of  Xorth- 
am[)ton  which  \ve  call  Smiths  l^'erry.  In  December,  17(11,  one 
hundred  and  foi'ty-three  logs,  measui-inu'  from  IwcK'e  to  forty- 
four  inches  in  diameter,  were  seized  in  South  lladley.  This 
seizui'e  of  logs  was  \ery  inipopulai'.  lu  April,  17t)l.  of  three 
lunuli'ed  masts  aiul  logs  seized  at  Xort  ha m pt on  all  but  lhii't\'- 
seven  were  retaken  by  the  jx'ople  and  in  October,  17(ir),  there  \\as 
a  I'iot  in  staid  old  lladley  "on  account  of  logs." 

Eleazar  liurt  and  l^lijah  ks'iiian  were  (}o\'ernor  Wen!  woi't  h 's 
agents  at  Xoj-thampton  and,  in  Api'il,  17()4.  al'ler  llie  i)eo[)le  had 
retaken  so  many  of  the  logs  they  applied  in  \  ain  to  magisl  rales 
Sanuiel  iMather  of  Xoi-1  hami>ton  and  Israel  W'llli.niis  of  llatlield 
for  warrants  to  impi'ess  men  to  help  retake  the  King's  liuiber. 

On  the  contrary,  the  courts  favoi'cd  indi\'iduals  who  claimed 
to  own  the  logs,    'i'lnis,  in  May,  17()."5,  l^lijah  AKord  of  South 
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ITadley  and  a  Shiitesbuiy  man,  sued  Elijah  Jjyiuan  and  Elijah 
CLii'k  for  the  conversion  of  seven  ^vhite  |)ine  lo^s  of  the  value 
of  forty  shilliiigs,  at  Northampton.  The  ease  was  brou.uiit  before 
Justice  Samuel  i\rather.  The  defendants  ])leaded  tliat  the  justice 
had  no  jurisdiction  because  the  trees  from  which  tlie  lo<;'s  had 
been  cut  grew  on  His  ^Fajesty's  land  and  oidy  the  Court  of  Ad- 
mii'alty  at  l^oston  could  deal  witli  tlie  case.  The  i)h'a  was  over- 
ruled and  Esquire  ]\[ather  j^'ave  the  plaintitl's  judiiiiient.  The 
defendants  then  a|)[)ealed  to  the  Tnferior  Coui't  of  Conniion  Pleas  - 
and  at  the  next  August  session,  after  the  same  plea  as  to  the 
jui'isdiction  had  been  overruled,  th(>  jury  found  a  A'erdict  for  the 
full  amount  of  damages  claimed  by  plaintiffs. 

l^oubtless  many  other  enierprising  South  JIadh'y  men  besides 
Elijah  Alvord  silent  winttM's  in  cutting  mast  timber  in  tln'  great 
King's  Woods  at  the  north. 

After  the  Revolution  i)ine  logs  fh)ated  down  the  ri\er  un- 
molested. 

Some  rafts  of  boards  and  sawed  timbei'  were  bi-ought  do^vn 
the  river  bet'oi'C  175-")  but  not  man\',  until  al'tei-  the  peace,  of 
17()3.  They  could  safely  pass  oxev  the  ra[)ids  at  Will imansctt  and 
at  Enfield,  Connecticut,  but  a.ll  lumber  and  shiimles  had  to  be 
carted  ai-ound  the  great  falls  at  South  I  tad  ley. 

In  Februai'y,  1754,  the  Coui-t  of  Sessions  was  petitioned  to 
lay  a  )-oad  for  the  t  I'anspoi-tation  of  lumber  aroinid  these  Tails  but 
the  youthful  town  o[)[)osed  the  petition  and  it  was  not  grajited. 

At  the  next  annual  meeting  the  towji  voted  thai  lOlijah 
Alvord  might  make  an  agre'ement  with  ])ersons  to  cross  theii' 
lands  with  linuber,  in  h'alls  hheld  a!id  Taylor  h'ield. 

In  17()5,  the  court  a])pointed  a  commitlee  who  laid  ont  a 
highway  fi'oju  the  Sjiringtield  I'oad,  south  oL"  l^eapiIlg^\■cll  Brook: 
past  the  ('lancy  plac(^  as  \\'e  know  it,  over  Ei'ainci'd  hill,  up  the 
long  I'ise  to  llai-ry  Erainerd's  hous(\  southwai'd  pas(  (Jrittin, 
Strong  and  Judd  farms  as  far  as  the  nmd  leading  to  *'tlie  head 
of  the  canal,"  up  this  road  to  the  riverside  a1  the  head  of  the 
fall  and  back  again,  then  through  ^\  hat  is  n()w  the  Eamb  farm 
to  North  Main  sti-eet,  thence  to  Main  slriMM,  down  Alain  sli-eet  to 
Ijamb  street  and  from  thei'c  to  the  rivei'\s  edge,  w  here  they  laid 
out  a  "public  landing/'  tAveiity-live  i'ods  along  llic  i-iver  and 
ten  rods  iidand. 

The  portion  of  this  highway  from  the  head  of  llie  falls  to 
the  Public  Ijanding  was  long  called  the  P>oard  l\o;id  and  I  he  hill 
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from  the  head  of  the  falls  to  ^Inm  street  was  known  as  Carriage 
Hill,  l)e('aiise  of  the  eariyin«j,'  of  luiiiher  over  it. 

For  nioi'e  than  thii'ty  yeai'S  many  Falls  Woods'  fai'mers  made 
n  hnsiness  of  hanlinu'  Inmber  and  other  mei'chandisc^  aroiuid  the 
falls.  AVlien  naviualion  \\'as  unusually  brisk,  farmers  I'rom  otiier 
pai'ts  of  the  town  helped  them  out.  Of  eoui-se  their  farms  suf- 
fered from  nejiieet. 

Tt  is  said  tlud  Deaeon  Knoeh  AVhite,  who  then  lived  in  wiiat 
is  now  k'uown  as  the  l^aoli  Tjathroi)  houst',  on  Tiathrop  street,  an<l 
owned  a  fai'm  of  one  hundred  and  eijility  aci'cs  si  retching  west- 
Avai'd  to  the  I'iver  and  emhraeinu'  nnich  of  the  Ix^st  land  of  the 
Field  street  mai-ket  farmers,  ke])t  a  horse  and  yoke  ol*  oxen  to 
do  this  hauling'  hut  could  not  eut  hay  enou^ii  on  his  farm  to  feed 
the  team. 

Some  rafts  of  lumber  and  all  boats  from  tlu^  north  tied  up 
at  the  mouth  of  Stony  l^rook  and  the  boards  and  othei'  frei'jht 
Avei'e  earted  from  (hei-e  to  the  landing-  in  'ra\ior  1^'ield  or  in 
AYillimansett.  Almost  all  the  freight  that  eame  upstream  was 
cai'ted  to  Stony  Hi-ook  and  fi'om  thci-e  was  carried  l)y  l)oats  to  the 
river  towns  above. 

The  mouth  of  Stony  Brook  ^^•as  a  busy  place  in  those  days. 
There  were  boats  loading-  ami  unloading',  lumlxM'  beinu'  hauled 
ashoi-e  and,  at  times,  stored  in  i^reat  piles,  while  tluu-e  were  always 
men  and  teams  coming'  and  ^oin^. 

Elijah  Alvord  had  a  ^varehouse  near  the  Hrook  in  ITiio  and 
kept  an  inn  a  mile  below,  wliei'e  Horace  AV.  (iayloi'd  now  lives. 
He  was  the  first  I'etailer  of  li(pior  in  Falls  Woods,  and  in  175-1  and 
in  1755  was  licensed  as  an  innholder.  Xoah  (  ioodma]i,  who  lived 
nearly  oi)posite  the  ])resent  Falls  Woods  sch()olhous(\  succeeded 
him  as  an  innholder  in  1770. 

The  increase  of  business  at  Stony  Brook  demanded  bettei' 
means  of  communication  with  the  Sprinufield  road  and,  on  .V[)ril 
9,  1770,  what  was  afterwai'ds  known  as  the  Lyman  road  was  laid. 
It  beuan  on  the  west  oi'  Noi't liampton  side  of  the  rivei-  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Xorthami>ton  and  Spriimlield  hi<ihway,  about 
oi^'ht  I'ods  south  of  l^^lias  Ijyman's  itni,  and  I'an  thence  to  the 
river  bank,  whei*e  land  foi'  a  ferr>  landiiiji  was  se(piestered. 
Then  it  crossed  to  the  SoiUh  Iladley  bank  w  here  a  landin*^',  four 
rods  along-  the  river  and  three  roils  wide  A\as  laid  out.  h'l'om 
1hei-e  it  extended  in  the  course  of  the  presenl  Alvord  street  to 
L\'man  street,  and  alonu  Lyman  street,  pa.st  Woodlawn  to  the 
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Spi'in^U'ficld  I'oad  niul  across  the  })hiins  to  the  modern  Chieopee 
Falls.  Tlie  plains  ])ortioii  of  the  road  [)r(»hahly  t'()!l(t\\ cd  Ihe 
course  of  the  oi'ii^iiia]  Spriii<^h(^ld  hiiiliAvay. 

Ill  Au.ii'iist  ol'  the  same  year,  1^'lias  Lyman  was  lieensecKby 
the  (V)iirt  of  Sessions  to  mainlain  a  feri-y  l)et\veeii  tlie  wvw  hind- 
in^i's  and  for  a  (piarter  of  a  century  it  was  known  as  Jjyman's 
Ferry. 

On  June  24,  1771,  a  committee  a|)p(tinted  by  the  Court  of 
Sessions  laid  a  highway  from  the  southerly  si(h'  of  the  Iladhjy 
and  South  Iladk\N'  road  and  a  little  east  of  what  is  now  called 
Titan's  I'ier  to  the  river  and  tlnMice  across  to  the  west  or  Xorlh- 
amplon  side,  scipiesterinti'  land  on  either  hank'  for  a  fei'ry  landinu'. 
This  was  loie^  afterwards  known  as  Rock  Fi'i  ry. 

The.  Second  Precinct  of  South  lladley  was  incorpoi-aled 
as  the  town  of  (iranhy  June  11,  17()S,  hut  had  not  the  riuht  of 
sendin<4'  a  representative  to  the  (ieneral  Court  until  1774,  excejit 
as  it  united  with  lladley,  Amherst  and  South  lladley  in  doinu'  so. 

The  l)oundary  line  between  the  old  town  and  the  luwv  was 
lonj4'  a  source  of  trouble.  The  act  incor[)orat  in.i;-  (Jranb\'  adoi)ted 
the  boundaries  of  the  Second  Precinct.  In  17S1,  tlie  [)i-e(Mnct  line 
between  the  towns  Nvas  su[)erseded  by  the  'MJoodman  Line"  as  it 
was  called.  This  was  a  straij^lit  line  runniiu^'  north  and  south, 
within  about  half  a  iiiile  of  tlie  west  meet iuidiouse  in  (Iranby 
and  <^ave  the  new  tow  n  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty- 
three  acres  of  land  while  South  lladley  was  left  with  only  niiu^ 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres.  Tlie  act  pro\ided 
that  any  one  who  lived  upon  or  near  tiiis  boundary  should  have 
the  ri<;lit  to  belon<.i',  \vith  his  estate,  to  a\  hichever  town  he  chose, 
pi'ovided  Ik;  made  a  r(4urn  of  his  name,  (\state  and  choice  to  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth  on  or  l)eroi-e  4anuar\'  1,  1782. 
As  peoi)le  were  ne<iliLient  al)out  making  this  return  the  tiine  for 
doin^L"'  so  was  extended  for  another  year.  The  efl'ecf  of  this  sinu;u- 
lar  law  was  to  make  th(^  line  anythiuLi'  but  straiiiht. 

In  171M  tlie  (Jeneral  Court,  u[)on  their  petition,  set  otf  ten 
men  with  their  respective  families  and  eslal,es  and  the  land 
of  the  heirs  of  Israel  (Mark  from  South  lladley  to  (iranby  'Mhere 
to  do  duty  and  I'eceive  privilci^'cs  as  the  other  inhabitants  of 
( Jranby  do. " 

"In  4 line,  1824,  the  lei;islature  repealed  the  ad  of  1782  and 
estal)lished  a  new  boundary,  (»xtendiiiL>-  from  the  old  i)ine  tree 
\\hich  stoo<l  on  the  SpriiiL^lield  line,  half  a  mile  west  of  Stony 
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Bi'oolc,  " iioi'tlnvesti'i-ly,  a  direct  coiirso,  lo  the  partin;^'  of  tlio 
roads  on  tlie  iioi'tli  side  of  l^aclielor 's  Hi'oolv,  near  the  sand  banks, 
so-ealled,"  and  thence  in  the  same  conrse  to  lladley  l)()Tnids. 

In  Jnn(\,  LS'JI),  it  enacted  th.at  tlie  l)onndary  ''shall  foi'ever 
be  known,  fixed  and  estahlislied  as  follows."  and  inserted  several 
angles  in  the  line,  much  to  (Jranhy's  enlargement.  The  statute 
concluded  "and  the  above  described  line  sh;dl  forever  luM'cafter 
be  fix(Ml  and  estal)lished  to  be  tlu^  true  boundai->'  line  between  the 
said  towns  in  all  res[)ects  and  to  all  int(Mits  and  purposes.  aii\' 
law  or  usa<^e  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding/' 

l)Ut,  alas  foi-  the  stroni^'  \vords  of  the  statute  so  favorable 
K)  (Jranby!  Next  year  South  lladley  I'allied  lier  forces  and  in 
dune,  1S27,  the  l(\uislat ure  established  the  existing-  line,  straight 
from  the  piiu^  ti'ee  to  Moody  Cornel',  with  a  slight  aniile  at  the 
erossinii'  of  Stony  Brook. 

It  is  said  that  citizens  of  the  two  towns  ha\'e  sevei'fd  times 
informally  considei-ed  the  advisability  of  rcunitniu'  th(^  ancient 
})reeinets. 

The  present  boumlai'v  lines  of  South  lladley  measure  six 
miles  and  two  hundred  and  niiu't\'-six  rods  on  the  river,  thi'ee 
miles  and  two  hundred  and  two  rods  on  lladley,  one  hundred 
ami  seventy  I'ods  on  Andierst,  six  miles  and  two  hundi'cd  and 
thii'ty-uine  rods  on  (Jranby  and  two  mihs  and  one  hundred  and 
iifty-six  rods  on'  (Miico])ee. 

With  all  ouv  experience  of  modern  facilities  for  sending'  news 
over  the  eounti'y  \ve  cainiot  escape  sur[)rise  at  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  i'e[)()rt  of  the  bat'tles  of  (*oncord  and  Leximiton  cir- 
culated throu^uh  Westeiai  Massachusetts. 

"The  shot  heard  I'oiuul  the  world"  was  iii'ed  A[)ril  1!),  1775, 
ami  next  day  the  valley  towns,  ei<ihty  and  one  hundred  miles 
away,  had  their  minutemen  hurryinu'  to  the  seat  of  war  while 
the  uien  of  the  more  distant  hill  towns  were  but  a  day  behind. 
Would  that  another  J-irownin^'  mi^ht  write  the  stirring'  tale  of 
how  they  cai'ried  the  news  of  Concord  and  Lexington  to  the  west 
i'ountiy. 

Ca[)t.  Noah  (Joodman,  with  fifteen  othei"  South  lladley 
men  "marched  in  defense  of  American  liberty,"  as  his  re])ort 
states,  but,  like  the  other  eager  patriots  of  old  nami)shi)'e  county, 
they  were  halted  after  two  days'  marching,  by  woi'd  that  the 
l^ritish  had  retreated  to  Boston  and  that  their  services  were  Jiot 
needed. 
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8()utli  Ihidley,  witli  a  i)0])ulnti()ii  of  live  ImiulrcMl  niul  sixty, 
l)ore  lier  full  share  of  llie  hui'dcns  of  the  Ivevoliitionary  War. 
The  i)eo])le  were  united  niid  uiiwa verin*^'  in  loyalty  to  the  cause 
of  indepeiuleuee  and  all  calls  for  men,  clotliin,i^'  cUid  })rovisi()ns 
were  ])r()ni])tly  answiM'ed. 

This  hrief  extra.ct  from  records  all  aizlow  \vith  sturdy  pati'iot- 
ism  will  show  the  spirit  of  the  town  three  week's  before  the 
Continental  Conj^ii'ess  at  Philadelphia,  couhl  hrinu'  itself  to  tnke 
(Vcisive  action:  "Junt^  20,  177(5  — -.\t  a  meetin^j;-  of  inhal)itants  of 
South  lladley  held  at  four  o'clock  in  the  jiflernoon  at  the  Mc^4- 
in^"  House,  then  met  and  made  choice  of  Jahcz  Ixelloi^u',  modera- 
toi*,  to  reu'ulate  the  husiness  of  said  mtH'tinti';  and  it  ware  put  to 
vote  whethei*  it  ware  their  minds  to  declare  independence  and 
it  ])ast  in  the  affirmative  hy  a  (Jralc  Majoriti.  dahe/  Kclio^u\ 
IModerator." 

(\)1.  John  Woodbrid«i'e,  oldest  son  of  the  town's  second 
ministei',  and  kee])er  of  a  e<3Uidi'y  store  in  South  Ihidley,  s:iw 
nuich  nnlitary  service,  lie  was  for  eij^ht  .years  a  ca[)tain  in  the 
French  and  Indian  wars  and  commandtMl  a  rcuiment  in  the 
Kevolution,  He  did  not,  howevei',  live  to  see  the  ti'ium[)hant 
close  ot  the  stru<i'«ile  hut  died  December  27,  17S2,  at  tlu^  a.i^c  of 
fifty. 

Capt.  Noah  (Joodnuin,  a  native  of  lladle\-,  was  the  i)olitical 
leader  of  South  lladley  for  many  years,  lie  was  a  m;ni  of  little 
education  but  had  unich  energy  ami  force  of  character.  lie  was 
sent  to  the  Pj'oviucial  Conj^'ress  at  Concord,  Cambridu'e  and 
Watertown  in  1774  and  1775  find  was  advised  by  the  town  to  take 
his  \xuu  with  him.  He  was  repr(\sental ive  in  the  (h'ncral  Court 
whenever  the  town  sent  one  fi'om  177()  to  178.").  In  178S  he  was 
-a  member  of  tlie  state  convention  to  consider  acce])tance  of  the 
United  States  constitution  and  voted  for  its  adoption,  whih^  the 
Amherst  and  Granby  dele<;ates  voted  against  it. 

When  the  Avar  was  ended  and  "the  joy  of  peace  and  the 
exultation  of  freedom"  had  had  theii'  day.  thei-e  came  a  reaction. 
States,  towns  and  iiulividuals  found  tluMiiseh'es  pinnued  into 
debt,  with  uo  marketable  property,  and  no  currency  with  which 
to  nudve  payments.  Demagogues,  as  always  in  such  times,  were 
ready  to  fan  the  popular  discontent  into  contempt  for  law, 
<lefianee  of  the  officei's  of  the  law  and,  at  length,  iido  an  armed 
revolt  against  the  commonwealth  which  has  i)assed  into  history 
5is  Shays'  Kebellion. 
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Oil  Jjinuary  '2-'),  17S7,  Sluiys'  nnny  of  iiiiictccn  Imiulfcd  iiicii, 
advniu'in^'  to  capture  llie  ariiiorx'  at  Si)riii<ifi('l(l,  was  iccci vctl  witli 
tlie  ( li sella i\Li('  ot  a  cannon,  which  killed  four  (tf  their  iiiiiiiher. 
Witliout  iiriii^'  a  sliot,  they  l)r()k'e  ranks  and  lied  to  the  Chicopee 
Kiver,  at  the  ford  of  tlie  Sprin^tield  and  lladley  road.  On  the 
twenty-seventh,  liearin^-  tliat  (Jeiieral  Lincoln  with  llie  stale 
trooi)s  \vas  advancinj^'  against  them,  tlu'y  lied  Ihron^h  very  decj) 
snow  and  in  bitterly  cold  weather,  to  South  lladhw,  witli  tlie 
pursuers  at  their  lieels.  The  sliades  of  ni^ht  were  fallini;  when 
tliey  reached  the  village,  by  the  Sprin^held  road  Fn  front  of  a 
tavei'u  standinj^'  on  tlie  lower  [)art  of  what  we  call  0(»lle<j,e  street, 
was  robbed  of  two  barrels  of  iniiii,  of  books  of  account  and  of 
furnitiii'e,  while  beds  were  stripi)ed  and  windoAvs  smashed.  'Hiey 
an  adjutant  of  the  party  was  killed  by  a  comrade,  wlio  mistook 
him  for  one  of  the  advance  guards  of  the  i)ui'suers. 

l^ut,  for  all  their  terriHed  haste,  the\'  could  take  time  for 
plundering'.  At  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Jonathan  Burnett,  they  fastened  the  oc(;upants  inio  the  iiarret 
while  they  caroused  beloAW  ]\larks  of  their  l)ayoiiet  [)oiiits  remain 
to  this  day.  The  residence  of  Major  Xoah  (Joodman,  which  was 
the  remodeled  tirst  meetinghouse,  yet  staiidinu-  north  ol*  the  park, 
broke  open  and  looted  the  house  of  Kimules  Woodbrid-jc  and 
stole  and  destroyed  ])roperly  all  the  way  to  Moody  Ooiaicr,  as 
they  lied  to  the  Notch  aud  Amherst. 

In  the  ten  years  after  1783,  the  natiii'al  I'esoiirces  of  tlie 
country  and  the  industiy  and  enterprise  of  its  inhabitants  uradu- 
ally  wrou^u'ht  a  cure  for  tli(^  evils  \vhich  had  we11-ni<ih  wrecked  our 
commonwealth.  New  towns  wer(^  sprin^inu'  up  alonu'  the  valley, 
while  older  settlements  had  steady  j^rowtli  and  the  fast  ino'casini;- 
commerce  of  the  river  demanded  the  r(Miio\  al  of  the  ohst  i  iict ion 
to  navigation  at  tlie  *:reat  falls  in  South  lladley. 

On  February  23,  171)2,  the  legislature  iiicorporaird  -lohn 
AYorthing'ton  of  SpriuLilield,  and  twenty  other  leading  men  of 
Hampshire  and  Herkshire  counties  as  ' "  Proprietoi's  of  the  Locks 
and  (finals  on  (N)niiecticut  Ki\'er,''  "lor  Ihe  |)urpose  of  I'cnder-' 
iiig'  the  I'iver  naviiiable  from  the  mouth  of  ('hicoj)ee  Uiver  iiorth- 
wai'd  throughout  Ihe  Commomveall  li. "  The  locks  were  to  l)e 
lai'ge  enough  to  accommodate  boats  and  ral'ls  twenty  fi'ct  wide 
and  sixty  feet  long. 

After  a  survey  liad  been  made  l)y  01iristoi)her  Oollis  of 
New  York,  the  work  of  construction  was  intrusted  to  lU'iijamin 


Prescott  of  Nortliaiiiptou.  As  this  was  the  first  canal  of  any  size 
in  the  country,  i\Ir.  Prescott  had  no  precedent  for  tl\e  plan  or 
execution  of  the  work. 

It  soon  became  evident  tliat  the  cost  of  the  enterprise  Jiad 
been  sadly  underestimated  and  that  money  was  very  scarce.  An 
agent  was  sent  to  Holland,  the  money  mart  of  the  \\'orld,  to 
interest  the  Dutch  capitalists  in  the  Tnidertakin<^'  find  he  suc- 
ceeded in  selling'  thi-m  iiearly  half  of  the  stock. 

By  this  time,  also,  tlie  practical  difticulties  of  the  work  upon 
the  scale  oi'iginally  planned  had  become  apparent  and  an  act 


A  Recent  View  of  the  Old  Canal  Near  the  Mills. 

(I5y  pennission  of  the  Youth's  Comi)unioii.) 


of  the  legislature  was  obtained  in  171)-'^,  which  I'cduced  the  width 
of  the  canal  and  length  of  the  locks  so  :is  to  ac(,'ommod;ite  l)oats 
and  rafts  not  more  than  sixteen  feet  wide  and  f(n-ty  feel  long. 

By  Decendjer,  1794,  the  c?inal,  neai-ly  Iwo  and  a  haU*  miles 
long,  had  ])een  dug,  for  most  of  tiie  ^vay  through  solid  rock,  the 
dam  at  the  head  ol'  the  canal,  to  lui'u  the  I'ivi'r  into  (he  new 
waterway,  had  been  built  and  the  inclined  ])lane,  with  its  car- 
I'iage  and  machinery,  at  the  foot  of  the  c;inal,  Wiis  nearly  coni- 
pleted.  In  all  the  cold  of  eai'ly  winter,  the  ])e()ple  ol"  the  regioji 
round  about  had  a  holiday  and  gathered  in  lai'ge  numbers  to 
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admire  the  ^urent  woi-k  and  to  ride  up  and  down  the  inclined 
phine  in  the  grand  earriage. 

As  the  I'iver  had  a  fall  of  fifty-lhi-ee  feet  in  the  two  and  a 
half  nules  of  rapids  and  the  eanal  bed  was  l)ut  sli,uhtl\'  lower  tlian 
tlie  water  level  at  the  head,  thei'e  was  a  peri)en(lirular  descent  o'f 
some  fifty  feet  from  the  lower  end  of  tlie  canal  to  the  beach  level 
at  the  month  of  l^uttery  l^i-ook. 

Engineer  J?rescott\s  inventive  genins  overcame  this  ditti- 
eulty  by  building  of  stone,  eo\'ei'ed  with  i)lank,  a  plane  two  hun- 
dred and  tliirty  feet  long,  at  an  angle  of  thirteen  and  a  lialf 


A  Recent  View  of  the  Old  Canal  Above  the  Dam. 

degrees,  and  extending  from  the  guard  h)ck  at  the  end  of  tne 
eanal  to  a  lock  at  the  moutli  of  the  Ijrook.  When  a  boat  was  to 
be  conveyed  down  the  inclined  phme,  it  passed  from  the  guard 
h)ck  through  folding  doors  into  a  carriage  which  i-eceived  fi'om 
the  canal  water  enough  to  Hoat  it.  As  soon  as  the  boat  was  well 
within  the  eari'iage  the  lock  and  folding  doors  were  closed  ami  the 
water  was  allowed  to  run  out  of  the  cai-riage  througli  sluices 
made  for  the  purpose.  The  cai-riage  was  sui)ported  by  three 
pairs  of  wdieels,  of  which  the  first  or  downstream  j)air  was  enough 
higher  than  the  second  pair  and  the  secoml  enough  higher  than 
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the  tliii'd  or  up-river  pair  to  keep  the  tloor  of  the  eari*ia,i;e  k^vel. 
On  eaeh  sitU^  of  the  iii)i)er  end  of  tli(^  ine-linetl  phine  was  an  over- 
shot water  wheel,  sixteen  feet  in  diameter.  'J'lu'se  wheels  were 
conneeted  by  a  shaft  on  whieh  was  wound  a  strong'  chain,  attaciied 
to  tlie  eai'i-ia^e.  When  all  was  ready,  the  wlieels  were  set  in 
motion  to  unwind  the  ehain  and  the  cai-riaiie  rolled  ilo\V!]  the 
incline  into  the  lower  lock  wlierc  f'}id- 
iw^j;  doors  opened  to  let  tlu;  boat  tloal  oul. 
Then  a  boat  waiting  to  ixo  up-]'iver  was 
floated  into  tlie  carriage  and  drawn  up  to 
the  ^'uard  lock  of  I  he  canal. 

The  rroju'ietoi's  of  the  Lock's  and  ('aiials 
wei'e  so  i)roud  ot*  this  trinui])]!  of  theii*  ei!- 
*.iine(M''s  inventive  [)o\\'er  that  they  adopted 
a  rei)resentation  of  it  foi*  their  conmion  seal. 
Below  l^uttery  Hrook,  the  canal  exteiuled  for  nearly  half  [i 
mile  across  Daniel  Lamb's  beach  lot  and  the  |)ul)lic  landing'  whicli 
was  laid  out  in  ITbf).  So  near  the  river  was  it  aiul  so  nuich  below 
tlie  water  level  that  it  was  liable  to  be  more  oi'  less  tilled  with 
sand  and  silt  bi-ou^iht  down  by  freshets  aiul  needed  to  be  du.u'.out 
evei'y  sprin'-',  at  least. 

The  canal  attracted  many  visitoi's  for  yeai's  aftei'  17!),"). 
Indeed,  no  othei-  place  in  the  valley  drew  so  many  peo|)le  by  its 
novel  and  int(M'estin«:'  sii;'hts  as  did  South  lladley  (*anal,  the  name 
4iiven  to  the  village  \vhich  was  <ii-owinii'  up  in  Taylor  hheld. 

President  Dwight  of  Yala  College,  in  his  Ti'avels,  gives  an 
animated  desci"i[)tion  of  the  scene  at  Soidh  tiadley  Canal  at  this 
tinie. 

"A  speetator, "  he  writes,  ''standing  about  a  (piai'tei*  of  a 
ndle  below  the  fall,  sees  oh  the  eastiM'u  bank  a  {)retty  assemblage 
of  meadows,  ])astures  and  a  few  houses  and,  on  the  western  sinn- 
lar  grounds,  interspersed  with  scattered  trees  and  small  co|)i)ices 
A  grove  of  pines,  fui-ther  northward,  on  the  same  shore,  lends  its 
gloom  to  vary  the  landscape.  On  the  eastern  shore,  also,  he  is 
presented  with  the  singidar  ])ros])ect  of  these  works,  consisting 
of  the  inclined  plane  and  a  number  of  buildings  conneeted  with 
it,  consisting  of  a  sawnnll,  forge,  etc.,  together  with  a  handsome 
house,  erected  for  the  superintendent.  In  the  I'ivei'  itself  and 
on  tlie  shores,  the  numerous  wharves,  l)oats,  tishermen  and  s[)ecta- 
toi's,  amounting  to  several  hundred  in  the  month  of  ^Fay,  togethei* 
with  the  ascent  and  descent  of  the  carriage  loaded  with  the 
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freight  and  full  of  people,  impress  on  the  mind  very  sprightly 
ideas  of  bustle  and  business.  The  eataraet  descends  over  a  I'ift 
of  rock,  thirty  feet  in  height  and  above  one  hundred  rods  in 
length,  down  which  the  water  is  thro^vn  with  all  the  fine  forms  of 
fantastical  beauty,  excessive  foi-ce  and  wiUl  majesty  and,  at  its 
foot  presents  a  noble  limit  to  the  i)r()spect  belovr,  ^vhile  a  rude 
succession  of  hills,  with  a  few  solitary  spots  of  cultivated  ground 
opeiiing  upon  their  declivities  and,  l)eyond  them,  the  l*eak  of  IMt. 
Tom,  ascending  in  blue,  misly  grandeur,  terininates  the  view 
above.  AVhen  a  si)ectat()r  approaches  the  falls,  he  is  presented 
with  an  object  at  once  .singular  and  beautiful — a  sheet  of  water 
spread  over  an  inclined  plane  of  thirtj^  feet,  floating  most  ele- 
gantly in  thousands  of  x)erpetiiall}^  changing,  cij'eular  waves,  and 
starred  with  an  infinite  multitude  of  suudl,  tluctuating  spangles. 
Until  I  visited  this  si)ot,  I  knew  not  that  it  \vas  i)ossible  for  water 
to  become  so  beautiful  an  object." 

The  canal  was  oi)ened  for  bnsiness  in  April,  1795,  and  before 
June  sixth  of  that  year,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  boats  and 
rafts  had  made  the  passage. 

In  1801  the  Pi'oprietors  wei-e  indicted  for  maintaining  a 
iniisance  in  their  dam  across  the  I'iver  at  the  head  of  the  canal 
which,  it  was  alleged,  set  the  water  back  onto  Northami)ton  and 
caused  sickness.  They  were  obliged,  in  conse([uen('e,  to  tear  do^vn 
the  western  part  of  the  dam,  leaving  oidy  the  ublicpie  i)ai't  oi'  wing 
dam  fi'om  the  east  l)ank  to  mid.stream. 

The  canal  had  cost  by  that  time  eighly-ojie  thonsand  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  tolls  i-eceived, 
which  had  been  sj)ent  for  ruiniing  expenses  and  i-epairs. 

Frightened  by  the  criminal  i)roceedings  against  the  company, 
the  Dutch  stockholders  became  anxious  to  dispose  of  their  shares 
at  any  sacrifice  and  the  stock  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  small 
number  of  OAvners.  AVithin  a  few  yeai's  and  for  many  years 
thei'eaftei',  until  the  lladley  Falls  Company  purchased  the  canal 
property,  the  stock  regularly  paid  an  annual  dividend  of  eight 
per  cent. 

The  wing  dam  soon  proved  inadciiuale  to  turn  ^\ate^  enough 
into  the  canal  and,  in  1802,  the  legislature  granted  the  Proprie- 
tors a  lottery  to  i-aise  twenty  thousand  dollars  and,  a  little  later, 
another  one  to  i-aise  ten  thousand  dollars  additional,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lowering  the  canal  bed  four  feet  and  sul)stituting  a  mod- 
ern system  of  locks  for  the  inclined  plane  and  carriage. 
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These  improvenients  were  made  under  direction  of  Ariel 
Cooler,  a  native  of  tliat  part  of  Springfield  wliicli  is  now  called 
Cliico]>ee  Falls  and  a  man  of  great  energy  and  ingenuity. 

It  took  some  two  years  to  make  the  clianges  and,  iii  the 
meantime,  all  freight  had  to  be  hauled  around  the  falls  as  in 
former  days. 

AYhen  tlie  work  had  been  com])]eted,  Mr.  Cooley,  or  'Kiel 
Cooley  as  every  one  called  him,  made  a  contract  with  the  l^i'o- 
prietors  to  keej)  the  canal  in  rei)air,  survey  the;  Ijoats  and  rafts 
that  passed  through  Ihe  canal  and  collect  the  tolls,  foi-  liPty  years, 
in  consideration  of  I'cceiving  oiie-quartiM-  of  tlu^  tolls  and  the  title 
to  all  theii-  real  estate,  excei)t 'so  much  as  was  I'cciuired  for  the 
«anal.  , 

In  1814  he  found  it  necessary  to  build  another  dam  aci'oss 
tlie  river  to  furnish  water  for  the  canal.  This  was  pai-tially  com- 
pleted when  winter  set  in  and  the  spring  freshet  swept  it  away. 
In  1815  he  completed  a  dam  across  the  river  from  the  head  of 
the  canal  and  was  promptly  indicted  for  maintaining  a  imisance, 
on  complaint  of  the  up-river  tisliermen.  lie  thereupon  con- 
structed a  fishway  by  running  a  dam  obli(piely  into  the  i-iver  not 
far  below  the  dam  which  had  been  com])lained  of.  This  made 
an  eddy  into  which  the  fish  could  run  from  the  I'apids  below. 
Above  the  eddy  he  cut  down  the  dam  a  i)lank  or  t^o,  for  a  short 
distance,  making  a  passage  through  which  the  fish  could  shoot. 
This  arrangement  proved  enti)*ely  satisfactory. 

The  dam  was  carried  away  in  18121.  .Mr.  Cooley  had  died 
in  1822.  His  nephew  and  executor,  Enoch  Clia})in,  repla.ced  the 
•dam  with  owe,  which  is  standing  yet.  Its  ])osition  is  marked  now 
at  the  ordinary  stage  of  the  river  by  a  slight  ripi)le  where  the 
cui'rent  of  the  stream  meets  the  dead  water,  al)()ve  the  Ilolyoke 
clam.  In  dry  seasons,  when  the  ])(uid  is  veiy  low,  the  old  dam 
emerges  fi'om  the  water  t(t  the  wondernuMit  of  travelers  by  rail- 
road and  highway. 

Chai)in  was  forthwith  indicted  for  maintaining  a  nuisance, 
on  various  counts,  of  which,  after  a  long  antl  bitter  light  l)y  the 
leading  lawyei's  of  three  counties,  in  the  lower  and  Supi'cme 
Judicial  Courts,  the  only  one  sustained  was  that  which  charged 
the  ])revention  of  the  passage  of  fish  in  a  navigabh'  ri\er.  This 
judicial  decision  compelled  an  altcn-ation  which  permitted  the 
iish  to  reach  the  nets  si)rea(l  for  them  by  men  of  Northami)lon, 
lladle>'  and  the  country  below  Turnei's  f^^alls. 
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Not  lon^-  afterwards,  Ariel  Cooley's  heirs  surreiidei-ed  the 
contract  and  reconveyed  most  of  the  real  testate  to  the  Proprie- 
tors, Avho  retained  the  nianao-ement  until  navigation  ceased  with 
the  advent  of  railroads  and  in  18-18  the  ProjH-ietors  sohl  their 
canal  to  the  lladley  Falls  Company. 

It  is  a  niattei'  of  interest  to  know  that  in  ITDO,  two  years 
])efore  the  Proprietors  of  the  Ijocks  and  Canals  were  incor])()rated, 
an  effort  was  made  to  protect  the  lisheries  of  the  river.  In  that 
year  the  (Jeneral  Coui't  enacted  that  ''no  [)ers()n  or  persons  shall, 
between  the  fifteenth  day  of  .March  and  tlu^  fifteenth  day  of  June 
in  any  yeai*,  set  or  di'aw  any  seine  or  seines  or  any  othei'  machine 
for  the  i)urpose  of  catchinu'  tish  on  ( 'onneeticnt  Kiver  or  in  any 
river  or  stream  fallin*;-  into  the  same,  from  the  rising'  of  the  sun 
on  Satui'day  morning-  until  the  rising'  of  the  sun  on  Tuesday 
morning',"  uiuler  penalty  of  a  tine  of  two  ponnds  and  forfeiture 
of  the  seines  ami  other  machines. 

It  was  also  voted  to  rtMpiest  the  uovernoi-  to  invite  the  states 
of  New  IIami)shire,  Wu-mont  and  (/onneeticnt  to  [)ass  similar 
laws.  The  ]U)i'thern  states  complied  \vith  the  rcMpic^st,  hnt  Con- 
necticut, with  characteristic  contempt  for  the  interests  ol'  its  uj)- 
river  neighbors,  I'efused  to  take  any  action  and,  in  171)7,  tlu'  law 
was  repealed  because  it  had  failed  to  aceomj>lish  the  benelits 
expected. 

It  will  also  interest  those  who,  in  mod(>ni  times,  have  suf- 
fered for  ti'esj)assing  upon  Fisli  Coimuissioner  Hrackett's  costly 
folly,  the  fishway  over  llolyuke  dam,  to  know  that  in  17!)."^  the 
legislatui'e  ])asse(l  a  law  that  "no  person  or  persons  at  any  time 
hei'cafter  shall  take  any  salmon  or  shad  within  one  hundred 
rods  of  any  ])art  of  the  dam  on  Coinieeticut  Kix'ei-,  near  the  canal 
at  South  lladley,  with  any  net,  seine,  pot,  scoopnet,  or  any 
othei'  insti'iniient  or  machine  whatever"  nnth'r  [xMialty  ol'  four 
pounds  for  each  offense  with  loss  of  net,  t'tc. 

In  bSOf)  the  legislature  passed  a  law  roi'l)i(hling  the  nse  of 
seines  in  tishing  in.  the  ( 'oiniect  icut  between  June  lil'teenth  and 
December  iifteenth  in  each  yeai-  and  the  use  at  an\'  lime  of  a 
seine  exceeding  one  hundred  rods  in  length  or  of  two  or  moi'e 
seiiu^s  which,  together,  exceeded  that  liMigth  under  i)enalty  of 
one  hundred  dollai-s. 

While  the  south  pai"t  of  the  town  was  thus  wakened  to  life, 
matters  moved  slowly  and  (piietly  in  the  older  settlement. 
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Jolm  Stiekley  of  Stou^hton,  in  the  eastern  i>art  of  the 
provinee,  Avliile  a  biitelier  hoy,  learned  of  oih\  Dunl)ar,  the  new 
style  of  voeal  niiisie  and,  ahont  the  yinii;  IKif),  when  barely  of 
ag'e,  came  to  Western  .Massaehnsetts  to  teach  what  he  had  learned. 
He  tau*i'ht  siirj.>'in«>-  sehools  and  down  the  valley  and  in  tlie 
provinee  of  Conneetient  and  did  mneh  to  introdnee  a  better 
style  of  ehiii'eh  musie  and  a  ^ii'eater  variety  of  tnnes. 

The  aneient  fashion  of  "linin*:'  ont''  the  ])saliu,  that  is  of 
havinji'  a  deaeon  I'ead  a  line  and  then  h'ad  the  eoni^rejiation  in 
sin^inj^-  it,  until  the  entire  psalm  had  so  b:'en  snnu\  was  not  o'iven 
up  without  nuieh  heated  eontroversy. 

Stiekney  persevered,  however,  until  he  had  v(M'y  ^enei-ally 
introdueed  the  new  method  of  sin^inu'  without  the  (h^aeon's  read- 
inu'.  It  was  only  after  ten  years'  sti'ULiiile,  that  South  lladley 
voted,  in  March,  177(),  tliat  sin^inii'  should  be  carried  on  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  Sabbath  without  reading.  The  old  st>'le,  how- 
ever, was  not  uiveii  Uj)  in  the  foriMioon  and  continued  in  use, 
at  the  eonnnunion  sei-viee,  for  many  years  aft(M-ward. 

Before  1770  he  bought  the  farm  near  the  mouth  of  Stony 
l^rook  which  is  now  owned  by  Myron  (Jreen  and  continued  his 
sin<iin»^'  schools  until  after  IHOO.  in  177:^  he  o})ened  his  house 
as  an  iiui,  to  accounuodate  the  river  men,  who  thron^'cd  the  i>lace. 

Rev.  floel  Hayes  was  settled  as  collcai^ue  of  Mr.  Woodbrid'^'e 
in  1781  and,  on  Mr.  Woodbridue's  death  in  17S:i.  became  pastor 
of  the  church. 

The  town  l)uilt  for  him  the  house  on  the  Avest  side  of  (\)lle^e 
street  whieli  Mrs.  AVilliam  Lestei-  now  owns.  Next  south  of  his 
house  was  the  town  ])oun(l. 

.losei)h  White  soon  afterwai'ds  built  a  house  uorth  of  the 
])ai'sonaj.ie  for  himself  and  a  small  building!'  beyond  it  in  \vhich  he 
kept  a  country  store. 

In  17cS5  a  small  house  \vas  moved  up  the  hill  from  the  site 
of  AFrs.  Jonathan  Burnett's  I'esidence  to  the  coriu^i'  (d'  the  i)i'escnt 
Co]le*»e  and  Ilndley  streets.  These  three  houses  were  the  first 
that  stood  west  of  the  conniion. 

The  connnon,  by  the  way,  then  and  for  fifty  years  later  was 
wild  land,  over.urown  with  brush  anil  beriy  hushes  and  none  of 
the  shade  trees  which  now  adoi-n  the  street  had  been  ])lanted. 

In  May,  171)1,  Ku^ii'^ies  Woodbridii'c  olfei-ed  to  i)rescnt  a  bell 
to  the  town  and  the  inhabitants  voted  to  build  a  belfry  and  stee[)le 
on  the  meetinghouse. 
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Benjamin  Ivug^les  Woodhridj^e,  wlu)  Inter  in  life  dropped 
the  name  Ik^ijamin,  was  the  seeond  son  of  the  town's  second 
ministei-,  Jolni  Woodbridg'e.  lie  was  in  praetiee  as  a  i)hysician 
in  1765  l)iit  after  a  short  time  gave  up  Ids  jn-ofession  for  a  lousi- 
ness career.  He  kej)!  a  store,  was  a  licensed  retailer  of  licpior, 
liad  jiotash  works  and  a  sa\vnnll  and  was  a  very  enterprising" 
and  successful  man.  lie  became  a  large  owner  of  i-eal  estate 
and  was,  foi'  many  yeai's,  the  town's  wealthiest  citi/en.  In  1788 
he  built  the  house  now  owned  and  occu|)ied  by  Mrs.  Ilolling.s- 
worth  and  the  I'aising  was  an  occasion  long  famous  in  the  town 
annals.  After  the  frame  was  up,  a  gi-eat  wrestling  match  was 
held  at  which  the  chami)ions  of  the  neighboring  towns  had  their 
innings.  From  171)7  to  18112  he  repi'csented  the  town  in  the 
General  Court,    lie  died,  ^March  8,  1811),  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 

For  some  i-eason,  perluips  to  save  the  ex})ense,  for  in  those 
days  towns  i)aid  the  salaries,  South  lladley,  aflei'  Shays'  l\e1)el- 
lion,  for  some  yeai's  sent  no  representative  to  the  legislature. 
In  1790  and  171)1,  it  simply  omitted  to  hold  an  cbM-tion  but  in 
1792  and  1798  it  voted  '']iot  to  send  a  repin^sentat  i  v(\  " 

Tlie  O-reat  and  General  Coui-t  could  not  allow  such  neglect 
of  municipal  duty  to  pass  without  ])unishment  and,  in  1793, 
fined  the  town  seventeen  pounds  and  ten  shillings  for  their 
oflfence.  Next  yeai*,  the  veteran,  Noah  Goodman,  was  sent  as 
representative  and  he  secuj'ed  a  remission  of  the  lin(\ 

There  were,  in  lladley  in  175;")  eighteen  negro  slaves  above 
sixteen  yeais  of  age.  Ten  >'ears  latei-  she  had  lN\'enty  negroes 
and  Andiei'st  six.  In  1771  lladley  had  foni*  sla^'es  nndei'  foui*- 
teen  and  above  foi'ty-hve  ye:irs  of  ag(\  \v\\h  others  under  and 
above  those  ages,  and  Amherst  had  at  least  three  slaves.  There 
was  one  slave  in  South  lladley  ni  that  time  and  possibly  more, 
lie  was  owned  by  David  Mitclu^ll,  who  lived  on  the  east  side  of 
the  pi'csent  College  sti'cet  at  the  })la('e  now  owned  by  Waldo  A. 
Burnett.  Oji  March  (>,  1778,  .Vlitchell,  l)y  inst I'uiiient  in  ^vriting 
duly  I'ccorded,  gave  his  negro  man,  (*a'sai*  Cambi'idge,  his  free- 
dom, in  eonsidei'alion  of  eighty-liv(>  i)onnds  iii  cash,  and  of  nn 
order  fo)*  his  wagi^s  in  a  cruise  of  the  brig  of  war  l)el'ene(\  esti- 
mated at  forty  pounds.  The  one  hundred  and  t  weii1y-li\'e  j)ounds 
were  })i'obably  e(pial  to  one  hundred  siU'ci'  dollars. 

It  is  with  a  sense  of  something  new  and  sli-ange  that  we  read 
of  the  ti'aflic  in  hiniian  beings  wliieh  was  carriiMl  on  in  our  xailey 
during  the  early  years  of  South   lladle\  \s  exist eiiee.     At  the 


session  of  the  Int'ei'ior  Court  of  Connnon  Pleas,  held  at  Spring- 
field in  August,  1763,  Sanniel  Colton  of  S])rinfi;field  sued  James 
jMeClester  of  Knfield  for  deceit  and  eon  version  of  his  ])ro})erty. 
Colton  alle^^ed  that  he  was  ]M)sse,ssc'd  ol'  a  in^^ro  woman,  ''servant 
for  life,"  of  tlie  value  of  forty  pounds  "which"  he  desii'ed  to 
sell;  that  defeiuhmt  re])r('sented  to  hiui  that  he  was  going  with 
a  load  of  fi'eight  to  Alhany  and  would  take  her  along  and  sell 
hei"  to  one,  Major  Matthews,  wlio  wanted  just  sueli  a  servant, 
for  forty-seven  pounds  in  New  York  nioiu^v,  e(pia]  to  thirty-five 
pounds  and  five  shilling  of  ^lassaehusctts  money;  that,  helieving 
defendant's  statements,  he  on  January  1^0,  17G1,  delivered  the 
woman  to  jNFcClester  with  fifty  shillings  to  })ay  the  expenses  of 
her  jounu\v;  that  tliei'e  was  ]io  such  man  at  ^Mhany  as  Major 
jNFatthews  I'eady  to  ])ay  the  pl'iee  for  the  woman,  as  defendant 
had  stated  and  tliat  tlie  defendant  sold  tlie  woman  foit  the  sum 
of  twelve  ])ouiuls,  to  the  great  damage  of  tlie  i)laintilf.  The  jru'y 
did  not  aeee])t  Colton's  estimate  of  the  value  of  his  '\sei-vant  for 
life"  for  they  I'endered  a  verdict  in  his  favor  of  only  t\venty 
pounds.  AVhih^  the  negroes  were  not  treated  with  positive 
■cruelty,  they  ^\•ere,  whether  hond  or  free,  made  to  I'calize  their 
inheritance  of  the  curse  i)ronounced  upon  theii'  in-ogenitor 
Canaan.  When  ''Pi'ince,  a  negro,"  sued  David  Hall  of  AVestfield 
for  depriving  him  of  his  liberty  and  denying  that  he  was  a  free- 
man, although  J()se])h  llawley  and  .John  Worthington,  the  lead- 
ers of  the  old  Hampshire  bar,  cliam])ioned  his  cause,  the  jury 
gave  him  merely  nominal,  damages.  When  l\o])ert  or  Pompey, 
"a  negro,"  was  i-onvicted  of  a  breach  of  the  peace  or  an  assault 
and  ])attery,  the  court  usually  added  to  tlu^  ])enalty  which  a 
white  man  would  riM-eive  in  like  case  'Men  strii)es  well  laid  on." 
In  175;],  for  murdering  her  master,  Phillis,  a  negro  woman,  was 
burned  to  death  at  Cambridge. 

There  was  at  least  one  family  of  negroes  who  lived  in  the 
south  ])art  of  the  town,  on  the  ti'act  of  land  now  belonging  to 
Deacon  (Jeorge  K.  Lamb,  of  which  a  ])art  was  talcen  for  the  But- 
tery Brook  reservoii'.  This  land  \vas  k'no\\ri  to  the  earliei-  giMiei'- 
ation  of  the  Lamb  family  as  the  'MJuinea  Lot."  Mrs.  Xancy 
Lamb  L'Amoi'CUx  used  to  say  that  travelers  along  the  (Jranby 
road  could  often  hear  the  meri-y  laughter  of  the  negi'oes  who 
^'jccupied  a  house  on  this  lot. 

A  man  named  i^elei'  PtMidei'grass  mack'  his  appeai'ance  in 
South  Uadley  dnring  the  year  17()r).     lie  is  su|)posed  to  have 
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been  a  British  soldiei-  in  the  Freneli  wars,  lie  worked  for  the 
farmers  and,  doubtless  had  many  a  stoiy  ol*  the  tented  liekl  on 
both  sides  of  the  Athmtic  witli  whieh  to  deliulit  tlie  farmers' 
boys  and  idlers  by  the  winter  firesides  of  the  taverns.  IJis  i;^^ 
the  second  name  on  Captain  Noah  (Joodman's  list  of  hfteen 
privates  "who  marched  in  defence  of  American  liljerty  on  the 
alarm  occasioned  by  the  Lexington  hiiht."  When  (.'ai)tain  (Jood- 
nian  and  twelve  privates  I'eturned  home  he,  with  Jos(^))h  Swan 
and  Eli})lialet  Oaylord,  kept  on.  He  joined  the  eij^ht  months' 
army  which  besie<i,'ed  Boston  in  ITTT)  and  served  a  term  of  three 
years,  from  1777  to  1780,  in  Coloned  Atarshairs  Massachusetts- 
line  re^'iment.  AVitli  atlvancin^'  years  he  became  a  paui)er  and 
in  November,  1800,  was  set  up  at  auction  and  struck  off  to  IJeacon 
Enoch  White  at  tifty  cents  a  week  for  his  keeping'. 

This  method  of  dis{)()sin^'  ol'  the  town's  pooi-  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  was  customary  at  that  timc^  and  enabk'd  South  lla(ye\' 
to  keej)  its  pansier  exj)enses  down  to  one  hundred  and  hfty  dol- 
lars a  yeai'.  The  money  exi)ended  foi*  Petei-'s  support  was,  how- 
ever, repaid  by  the  Coiinuonwealth,  by  annua!  ap|)i'0[)riat  ions  of 
from  thirty  to  forty  dollars  to  pay  for  ''kcter  Pender<irass ' 
board,  clothing-  and  doctoring." 

On  Sei)tembei-  '2'\  1805,  Abby  Wright  bou.uht  of  Rufus  l*ar- 
sons,  about  half  an  acre  of  land,  m^arly  tri;nmuhir  in  form,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  present  C'ollef^e  street  and  the  southeasterly 
coi'ner  of  the  lot  on  which  the  c()ne!j;e  astronomical  ohsci'vatory 
stands.  On  this  land  was  a  buildinj^'  which  liad  been  usccl  as  a 
carpenter  shoj)  but,  at  the  date'of  her  purchase  was  occujued  as 
a  dwellin*^'.  Here  Miss  \Vri<iht  established  a  school  for  «iii-ls  which 
she  had  opened  in, the  s[)rin,Li'  of  180ik  It  is  a  melancholy  fact 
in  New  l^hi«4land  histoi'y  that  as  hiti'  as  the  beniuuiuu'  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  there  Avas  litth^  or  no  pro\'isiou  for  the  etlucation 
of  girls  in  the  ])ublic  schools.  Woman  oi-cupictl  the  lowly  estate 
indicated  foi-  hei*  by  the  once  famous  sayinu  ol'  Xort hamj)ton 's 
eminent  lawyer  and  statesman,  fJoseph  lla\\l(\\',  "The  woman's 
place  and  the  cat's  place  is  in  the  chimney  coiner."  No  I'ceord 
remains  to  tell  the  coui'se  ol*  instruction  j>ui'sut'd  by  Miss  Writ;ht^ 
but  an  advertisement  in  the  llani|)shire  (Ihk  He  oL'  the  year  1804, 
announcin*''  that  .Ali's.  Aslnnun  will  ojxmi  a  school  at  Mr.  Maini's 
house,  in  Northampton,  "for  the  instruction  of  misses  in  reading, 
writing'  and  needlework',"  \\\\\\  "the  pi'ice  I'or  instruction  lAvelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  \veek  for  each  scholar,"  al't'oi'ds  a  })rol)abl(i 
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indication  oi"  what  it  pro])ably  was.  The  liistorian  of  Iladiey 
says  that  she  taiij^ht  a  number  of  years  and  tliat  her  seliool  was  in 
ji'ood  repute.  Tlie  exact  date  of  the  eh)sing'  of  the  scliool  cannot 
])e  learned  but  tlie  occasion  of  its  seems  to  liave  ])een  the  fulfd- 
ment  of  lier  (k^stiny  by  l)ecominu',  some  time  later  than  1808,  tlie 
wife  of  hei*  enterprisin*^-  felh)w  to^vnsman,  J*eter  A  Hen,  who 
thereby  added  to  his  large  landed  estate  tier  littb^  schoolhouse 
lot,  according-  to  the  accepted  theoi*y  of  ancient  law  that  a  wife 
has  been  made  captive  by  lier  husband  and  that  whatevei'  has 
belong'cd  to  the  captive  becomes  the  propcM'ty  of  her  ca[)tor.  She 
Avas  a  native  of  Wethei'sficld,  Connecticut,  and  died  December  21, 
1842,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  She  lived  long  enough  to  see  the 
successful  begiiHiing'  of  ^Mary  Lyon's  school  for  the  higher  edu- 
cation of  women  and  had  the  inex[)ressible  pleasui'c  of  signing, 
in  relincpiishment  of  ch)wer,  one  of  the  two  deeds  ^vhich  conveyed 
the  origiiud  site  of  ]\It.  llolyoke  Seminary  t^o  its  trustd^s. 

On  April  17,  177(5,  John  Pooler,  for  two  hundi'cd  and  ninety 
pounds,  sold  to  Daniel  Lamb  of  (\)V(Mitry,  Connecticut,  his  farm 
of  one  huiulred  and  forty  acres,  situate  in  'J'aylor  J^^ield,  south 
of  l^uttery  I^rook. 

The  house  of  the  l*oolei*  farm  was,  undoubtedly,  what  is  now 
known  as  "the  gambrel  roof  house.''  Uidil  some  fifty  years  ago 
it  stood  on  the  beach,  a  little  west  of  the  ])i'esent  ai)[)roach  to  the 
llolyoke  l)ridge,  and  was  moved  by  James  A.  Ij'Amonnix  to  its 
])resent  site  on  Ijamb  street,  it  is,  without  doubt,  the  oldest 
l)uilding  now  standing  in  South  iladley  h'alls. 

iMr.  Ijamb  built,  in  l7Sl  or  1782,  the  liouse  on  Lamb  street 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Martin  J)i-essell  ami  ])egan  to  keep 
an  inn  tliere  in  1782.  His  great  barns  and  outbuihlings  stood 
on  \he  west  side  of  Ijand)  street  where  Ilobert  P.  Street's  liouse 
and  lumber  yard  now  are. 

I)eing  a  keen  business  man,  he  became,  ^vithiu  a  few  years, 
tlie  owner  of  all  the  land  between  Buttery  Brook  and  Spi'ingheld 
line  and  from  the  jlver  to  the  S|)ring1ield  road,  with  other  large 
tracts  beyond  the  line  and  the  i-oad  fuul  north  ol'  Buttery  Biook. 

It  was,  doubtless,  through  his  intluence  that  the  river  road, 
now  known  as  South  Main  street  and  extending  into  Chicopee, 
then  Springfield,  to  the  i)ine  grove,  Avhere  it  tui-ns  up  Ijong  Ifill 
and  goes  eastward  to  ljudlow,  was  laid  out  in  17cS7. 

lie  was  a  devout  Uaptist  and,  with  Kev.  John  Pendleton,  a 
minister  of  that  denomination  newly  arrivi'd  from  Coiniect  icut , 


I 


wlio  owned  the  farm  through  which  tlie  new  road,  as  it  turned 
from  the  river,  was  h\id,  i)bvinied  to  huild  a  ehui'cli  for  tlie  widely 
scattered  members  of  their  denomination.  .Air.  Pendleton  was 
to  give  a  tract  of  land  where  the  ancient  ])ine  grove  now  stands^ 
for  a  burying  ground  and  Air.  Lamb  was  to  give  as  large  a  ]Kircel, 
wliere  the  Battei'sby  houses  now  are,  as  a  site  for  the  church. 
]\Ir.  Pendleton's  bind  had  been  dedicated  to  its  intended  use, 
but  the  ai-rangements  foi*  l)uilding  tlie  church  were  incomplete, 
when  .Mr.  Pendleton  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  hoi-se  and  the 
plan  was  abandoned. 

The  burial  ground,  however,  was  in  use  for  some  sixty  years, 
until  the  river  road  from  AVillijuansett  was  laid  through  it.  That 
the  plan  for  the  building  of  a  church  was  not  at  once  abandoned 
is  show])  by  the  fact  that  in  June,  17!)8,  Daniel  Laml),  with  othei's, 
who  were  inhabitants  of  South  lladley,  Springfield  and  West 
Spi'ingfield  petitioned  tlu;  Gcnei'al  Court  for  incorporation  as  a 
religious  society.  Notice  was  ordered  to  l)e  served  ui)on  the  ^.sev- 
eral towns  to  appear  on  the  second  Thursday  ol'  tlie  next  session 
to  show  cause  why  the  petition  should  not  be  granted.  The 
recoi'ds  make  no  mentioned  of  the  hearing  or  its  result,  but  the 
neAV  religious  -societ}^  never  had  existence. 

At  that  time  and  for  soiiie  years  latei*  each  town  was  the 
parish  of  a  Congregational  Church.  The  i)arisli  had  its  board 
of  assessors  of  taxes  who  placed  a  valuation  upon  the  real  and 
personal  property  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  towji  and  assessed 
upon  this  property  a  tax  for  i)ayment  of  the  exi)cnses  of  the 
parish.  Baptists,  Episcopalians' and  Alethodists  were  obliged  to 
pay  this  tax  like  good  C/ongi-egationalists,  no  matter  wliei-e  they 
worshipped  God.  Tlie  only  escape  was  by  obtaining  inc()i'[)ora- 
tion  as  a  religious  society,  when  they  could  tax  tlicmselves  for 
their  own  I'cligious  ex])enses. 

In  1805  Jonathan  Dwiglit  of  Sj)ring(icld,  wlio,  as  a  wholesale 
and  retail  dealer,  importing  juanv'  goods  from  lMiJ'()[)e,  did  the 
largest  mercantile  business  in  the  valley,  sent  to  South  lladley 
Canal  a  trusted  clerk,  Josiah  Pardwell,  to  take  eliarge  of  a  braneh 
store,  which  had  a  few  years  before  l)ecn  established  thei-e  by 
Daniel  Tjombai-d.  Lombai'd  had  died  leaving  a  widow  and  daugh- 
ter. Bardwell  made  a  success  of  the  business  at  once  and  soon 
married  Mrs.  Lombai'd.  lie  also  l)()ught  foi'  his  residence  the 
house  which  stands  at  the  corner  of  Alain  and  North  Main  streets 
and  is  called  the  PalmiM-  House,    it  ^\'as  built  by  the  Pro|)i'ietors 
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about  the  time  Avheii  tlie  canal  was  eompJeted  in  1794,  for  the 
use  of  the  superintendent  of  tlie  canal,  and  for  some  years  \vas 
kept  as  an  inn  l)y  Henry  Bennett. 

The  building-  standing  on  JNIain  street  next  east  of  this  house 
and  owned  by  ]\[rs.  IMag'defrau  was  the  stoi'e  in  which  for  forty 
years  Josiah  Bardwell  carried  on  the  largest  mercantile  business 
ever  known  in  South  lladley.  He  sold  goods  all  over  Eastern 
Hampshire  county.  As  an  indication  of  the  scale  on  which  he 
did  business,  it  used  to  be  said  that,  in  haying  time,  it  was  no 
unusual  thing  for  him  to  sell  a  hogshead  of  rum  in  a  day,  by  the 
jugful. 

His  store  was  also  the  local  headquarters  of  the  canal  l)usi- 
ness  and  every  raftsnuni  or  boatman,  before  entering  for  the  up- 
trip  or  l)eing  discharged  downstream  liad  to  call  on  "  llnclo 
'Siah"  aiul  pay  his  toll  bill.  Here,  in  early  spring,  men  gathered 
to  make  their. yearly  contracts  for  work  on  the  locks  ajid  canal 
and  hei'C  men  bouiul  down  the  I'iver  could  alwa\s  fiii<l  a  i)il()t 
"over  AVillimansett. " 

x\s  th(^  population  of  the  Canal  Village  iuereased,  the  need 
of  a  ])lace  of  religious  worship  became  more  pi'essing.  ft)r  the 
distance  to  the  church  in  tlie  noi'th  part  of  the  town  by  eilher  the 
Falls  AVoods  or  IMains  road  was  long  and  toilsome.  Accordingly, 
about  1815,  on  a  site  furnished  by  Ariel  (V)oley,  on  the  east  sitle 
of  the  "board  road,"  now  North  IMain  street,  \\'as  eret-ted,  i)rol)- 
ably  at  Mr.  Cooley's  expense,  what  is  yet  en  I  led  "the  l>rick 
Chapel."  The  expenses  of  maintenance  were  paid  by  subscrip- 
tions made  by  the  villagers  a-rul  Baptists,  ^letliodists  and  (*ougi'e- 
gationalists  had  their  own  preachers  as  many  8uud;iys  ol*  the  year 
as  the  money  subscribed  by  each  dejiominat  ion  ^vas  proportioned 
to  the  whole  amount  raised. 

All  the  church-going  people  of  the  Canal  attended  the  Chapel 
except  Josiah  Bardwell  and  his  wife,  who  drove  every  fair  Sab- 
bath day  to  the  new  Unitarian  Chuivh  in  S|)j'inglield. .  For  this 
heterodox  conduct,  jMrs.  Jiardwell  was  exconnuunicated  by  the 
South  lladley  church,  of  which  she  had  been  a  jiiember. 

Increasing  business  and  ])opulation  ;it  the  C;inal  by  this  time 
demanded  new  means  of  communication  with  the  north  part  of 
the  town  with  Grariby  and  with  the  eastern  country. 

In  August,  1815,  that  part  of  the  present  Cai-ew  street  which 
lies  between  North  INlain  street  and  Bai'dwell  street  and  the  whole 
length  of  Gaylord  street  to  Lamb  street  wer(>  laid  out  as  a  county 
road. 
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In  Sei)teiiil)ei',  1819,  Latlii'op  street  and  iVlvord  street  to  its 
intersection  !)y  Toyman  street  was  laid  by  tlie  County  Conrt.  Thin 
was  lonf?  called  the  new  Falls  AVoods  road. 

In  Sei)tenil)e]*,  182)^,  the  ])resent  road  from  La  ml)  street  to 
Granhy  Five  Corners  was  laid. 

Previously  there  had  been  what  was  known  as  the  Kaslnian 
road,  which  left  tlie  present  Oranby  road  near  tht»  top  ol'  the 
liill  alonj^'  the  course  of  the  nai-row  way  which  i'(\-ich(\s  the  old 
Spi'in«.lfield  road  bet^veen  the  FriMich  cenietery  and  John  Baker's 
lioniestead.  From  that  point  it  i)assed  ovin-  the  ))lains  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  crossing'  Stony  Brook  on  ^\■hat  w;is  called 
"  Fastnian  l)rid<ie"  and  strucl;  the  highway  in  (iranby  Jiear 
AVilliani  Eastman's  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  h'l'aui-is 
A.  Forward.    This  was  not  a  public  but  merely  a  "tresi)ass 

road." 

The  schoolhouse  for  the  Canal  villa«ie,  which  the  town  voted 
to  bnild  in  171)8,  was  placed  on  land  of  the  Proi)rietors  of  the 
Locks  and  Canals.  It  stood  within  the  l)ounds  of  what  is  now 
called  Carew  street  iioiiv  Dr.  C.  ({.  Hitchcock's  house  and  was 
approaclied  by  a  lane  leadin<^'  from  Xoi'th  Main  street  over  la'nd 
of  tlie  Proprietors,  aloni;'  the  southerly  side  of  the  present  Care^v 
street. 

The  Land  on  which  the  buildint^'  stood  was  sold  by  the  Pi'o- 
]-n-ietors  to  Josiah  Bardwell  and  he,  in  Auj^ust,  1817,  sold  it  to 
Jjawyer  William  Bowdoin,  i-esei'vin.^'  the  schoolhouse,  ^vith  libei'ty 
to  the  school  district  to  remove  it  before  the  first  of  iVpril  next. 

The  bnildin^i'  was  moved  to  the  present  sit(i  of  the  "old  white 
schoolhouse, "  some  time  in  1818.  On  December  1818,  Ariel 
Cooley  leased  in  writin<>'  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canal  School 
District,  for  six  tlionsand  years,  the  land  on  \\  hich  the  school- 
house  stood,  containinu'  about  twelve  I'ods,  with  a  lane  twenty 
feet  wide  extending  to  North  .Alain  sti'cet  and  a  passaj^eway  six 
feet  wide  leadinji,-  to  the  new  road  which  is  now  Carew  sti-eet,  all 
in  consideration  of  one  cent  and  "the  ^i'ood  wishes  he  bears  for 
the  prosperity  of  said  district." 

As  the  district  recoi'ds  are  lost,  it  is  impossible  to  say  when 
the  old  schoolhouse  was  superseded  by  the  yet  standing  brick 
building  known  as  "the  old  white  schoolhouse."  Some  of  the 
oldest  citizens  have,  however,  boyish  recollections  of  a  school- 
house  which  was  moved  up  North  Main  street  one  Fourth  of 
July  time  in  the  thirties  and  placed  behind  the  house  of  Carlton 
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AVilcox,  now  owned  by  James  Ford.  TluM-e  it  was  used  for  a  ear- 
pentei-  slioj)  until  Pere^^rine  Waters,  the  next  ownei',  made  it  into 
tlie  double  tenement  buildiiiLi'  which  (Miai-les  II.  Lii)|)iiian'  now 
owns  and  oeeupies.  The  "old  ^vhite  schoolhouse "  was  built 
about  tlie  time  of  its  predecessor's  removal. 

It  was  in  18;^()  that  Professor  Hitchcock  of  Amherst  (/olleu'e 
had  liis  atteiition  called  to  footprints  of  t)irds  i)i'esei'vcd  in  stone, 
Avhich  had  l)een  discovei'cd  on  the  bank'  of  tlic  ConiitH-ticut  at 
Montauue.  Six  years  elapsed  l)ef(»re  he  couhl  pi'ocure  admission 
to  the  realm  of  science  of  the  new  department  ol'  Ichnolo^y,  to 
which  his  noble  collection  at  Andieist  and  sui)erl)  monoj4raj)li  at'e 
lasting'  monuments.  W'\  it  \vas  at  Moody  Corner,  in  South  llad- 
ley,  and  in  the  year  I^!()'2.  that  Pliny  Moody,  a  l)o\'.  plou^hinu" 
on  Ills  father's  fai'ui,  discovered  the  lirst  U'liown  specimen  ol'  these 
l)i-int.s  of  ancient  feet,  consisting'  of  five  tracks  in  a  I'ow. 

So  strikingly  did  they  I'esemble  the  footi)i'ints  of  birds  that 
they  were  po])ularly  ealled  "turkey  tracks,"  wliile  some  local 
biblical  students  maintained  that  they  wei'e  made  l)y  tlu^  tired 
feet  of  Xoah's  raven.  Dr.  Klihu  Dwi^lit  of  Soidh  I ladlcN'^ bought 
the  slab  eontainin).>'  the  track's  from  the  boy  and  it  is  now  in  the 
Appleton  cabinet  at  Andierst.  In  aftei'  years,  Mr.  Moody,  then 
a  .graduate  of  AVilliams  Collejj^e,  heli)ed  President  Hitchcock  find 
many  other  hi<ihly  j)rized  sixM-imens. 

Ai)out  the  year  1810  South  Hadley  owners  of  I'eal  (\state 
alon^^'  the  I'iver  bank  added  to  tlieir  incomes  by  leasing-  tlie  ri<:ht 
to  mine  ui)on  their  land  for  'jsea  coal,  fossils  and  other  minerals." 
Daniel  Lamb,  for  one  hundred  doUai's  and  a  share  of  tlie  valu- 
ables discovei'ed,  gave  Perkins  Nichols  of  Boston  a  right  to  mine 
all  over  Ids  broad  aci'es.  Moses  and  Josiah  (iaylord,  for  thirty 
dolhirs,  sold  George  (libbs  of  Newport,  P.  I.,  the  privilege  of 
exploring  the  depths  of  theii*  Palls  AVoods  farm.  Jacob  Robinson 
gave  the  same  George  (libbs  the  right  to  mine  and  dig  all  ovei- 
his  liomestead,  which  included  the  Carew  estate  and  all  the  land 
abutting  the  east  side  of  North  ^lain  street  down  to  the  Brick 
Chapel.  No  record  or  tradition  remains  of  mining  operations 
having  been  carried  on  by  any  of  these  lessees. 

Tlieir  project,  liowever,  seems  less  absurd  when  we  learii 
from  Hitchcock's  (Geology  of  Massachusetts  that  {)ui'e  atilhracite 
coal  exists  in  the  rocky  formation  which  undei'lies  South  Iladley, 
tliough  in  very  nnnute  (luantities  ami  are  informed  that  a  class 
in  geology  from  ]Mt.  Ilolyolce  Sennnary  or  College  who  studied  the 
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river  bed  below  tlie  dnni  <\t  n  season  of  vei'y  low  Avater,  some  years- 
a^o,  found  the  ouleroppiiig  of  a  very  thin  vein  of  genuine  anthra- 
cite eoal. 

Tlie  volcanic  force  which  created  Mt.  Tom  and  Islt.  Ilolyoke 
so  many  thousands  of  years  ago,  has  slept  ever  since,  deep  in  'the 
bowels  of  the  earth.  But,  in  all  these  ages,  nature  has  i)reserved 
as  a  memorial  of  that  cataclysm,  a  sid[>hur  s[)i-ing,  whose  outlet 
is  in  the  valley  of  a  little  brook,  north  of  AVoodhiwn,  on  Charles 
S.  Bo^aiton's  farm.  AVhen  Sherebiah  l^utt  owned  this  farm, 
early  in  the  last  century,  he  developed  the  s[)ring  and  its  virtues 
brought  from  far  and  near,  visitors  who  filled  his  inn  and  over- 
flowed into  the  houses  of  the  Center  village,  i^'orty  years  (igo, 
howevc]',  the  spring  had  lost  its  vogue  l)ut  the  health-giving 
though  unsavory  water  had  its  votaries  among  the  oldei'  people  of 
the  town. 

Of  late  years  the  abun(hint  sju-ing  of  cold  j)ui*e  water  high 
lip  on  ]\It.  Ilolyoke,  beside  which  "Shaking  Thomas"  had  for 
many  years  his  lonely  home,  has  been  found  to  be  higlily  charged 
with  lithia  aiid  is  now  owned  by  the  .Mt.  Uolyolce  Lilhia  Spring- 
Water  Company,  wIk^  are  making  its  virtues  known  to  the  public. 

"A  Plan  of  the  Town  of  South  lladh-y  from  a  surveys-  (aken 
November  17,  171)4,"  shows  a  "corn  mill"  on  the  noith  side  of 
"Bachelor's  River"  and  east  of  the  bridge  over  which  the  )T»ad 
fi'om  South  Iladley  to  .Moody  Coi*ner  j)asses;  a  e(»rn  mill  on  Stony 
Brook,  where  the  colh'ge  pumping  station  now  is;  a  corn  mill  on 
Stony  Brook  north  of  the  road  to  Granby  Five  Coiaiers;  a  felting 
mill  on  the  same  bi'ook  where  the  Stony  Brook  Paper  Company's 
mill  now  stands;  a  corn  and  sawmill  where  Howard,  Gaylord  & 
Co.'s  sash  shop  now  is  and  a,  sawmill  on  the  Connecticut  Iliver 
near  the  mouth  of  White's  Brook. 

In  IMarch,  IS^H,  Daniel  Paine,  who  was  afterward  town  clerk, 
made  a  map  of  the  town  whieh  shows  a  sawmill  added  to  the 
Moody  Corner  gi'istmill  on  l^achelor's  l^rook;  "Blodgett's 
Forge"  noi-th  of  ''Forge  Bridge"  across  Bachelor's  P>rook,  at 
what  is  now  called  Pearl  City;  Woodbridge's  cotton  factory, 
where  the  college  pumping  station  now  is;  Ingram  &  Kellogg's 
button  factoiy,  where  Otis  Kellogg  now  njakes  cider;  Stephen 
White's  sawmill  upon  the  Stou}^  Brook  privilege  now  occupied  by 
Howard,  Gaylord  &  Co.;  the  sawnrill  on  Connecticut  Kiver  at 
White's  Brook;  at  the  Canal  Village,  between  the  canal  and  river 
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a  saw,  grist,  oil  and  two  i)aper  jiiills  aud  on  I^uttery  l^rook  near 
the  (Jranhy  road,  Alonzo  Bardwell's  tainiery. 

On  April  L^"),  .1770,  Samuel  Kug*^',  for  the  consideration  of 
five  ponnds,  granted  Caleb  Ely  ''full  liberty  and  power  oT  erect- 
ing a  mill  and  mill  dam  on  Stony  Brook,  above  the  falls  in  said 
brook  in  the  i)lace  Avhere  a  dam  lias  for  many  years  ])een  standing 
on  my  lot  on  which  I  dwell,"  with  the  i-ight  of  Howini:  grantor's 
huul  hy  a  dam  not  to  exceed  seven  feet  in  height.    The  wat(M-  was 
to  be  drawn  off  fr(Mn  the  hrst  of  .Ma}^  to  the  tenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber in  each  year.    Ely  erected  a  fulling  mill  and  dye  honse  and 
seems  to  have  j)rost)ered  in  business.    Decenibei*  12,  1S04,  for  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  he  sold  to 
Daniel  Moody  live  acres  of  land,  with  dwelling  house,  barn, 
fulling  mill,  dye  house  and  all  tools  and  iiti[)lements  therein  for 
carrying  on  the  clothier's  busim^ss.     Within  two  >eais  Daniel 
Moody  sold  the  i)i'operty  to  Joel  (Mark  for  live  hundred  dollars. 
Clai-k  in  1815,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  sold  to  Moses  Wood  aiul 
Enoch  l^]l,y,  twenty-live  s(piai*e  rods  of  land  on  Stony  lirook,  with 
all  the  l)uildings  thereon  and  the  tools  and  im])leiiien1s  for  fulling 
ami  dressing  cloth.    Two  years  later  t^]ly  sold  his  half-intei-est 
in  the  property  to  Closes  Wood,  who  continued  the  business  some 
twelve  years,  when  Josiah  Bardwell  became  the  owner.    He,  in 
18*J!),  sold  the  pro[)erty  to  Stephen  AVliite  foi'  thi'ee  hundrt'd  and 
lifty  dollars.    W^hite  added  over  thrt^'  acres  of  land  and  two 
houses  to  the  property,  replaced  the  old  fulling  mill,  which  Avas 
on  the  east  side  of  the  13rook  with  a  satiuet  factory  and  batting 
mill  on  the  west  side  and  improved  the  ])Ower  by  securing  the 
right  to  turn  the  water  of  Leaping  Well  Hroolc,  by  a  eanal,  into 
Stony  Brook,  above  his  dam.    In  1854  he  expei'ieneed  the  usual 
fate  of  woolen  manufacturei's  on  the  small  strc^ams  of  Xe^v  thig- 
land  and  became  insolvent.    His  assignee  sold  tlu^  ])ropei-ty  to 
Ellery  T.  Taber  of  Pairhaven,  Mass.,  undei'  whom  Mr.  White 
managed  the  btisiness,  enjoyiiig  the  prosperity  which  th(^  later 
years  of  the  civil  wai'  brought  to  all  manufacturei's.    In  Jainiary, 
1865,  Taber  reconveyed  to  WHiite  and  on  the  same  day  White  sold 
the  houses,  mills,  Avater  privilege  and  much  other  land  to  Tjiither 
IT.  Arnold  for  ten  thousand  dollars.    ^Ir.  Arnold  had  to  contend 
with  the  business  reaction  ^vhich  followed  the  war  and,  in  tS80, 
sold  to  the  South  Iladley  Woolen  Company  all  the  i)roi)erty, 
except  what  is  now  the  Dunklee  homestead,  for  twenty-two  hun- 
dred dollars. 
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Tlie  AV()()]eii  ( 'oiiipaiiy  in  IScST),  aftei-  the  factory  biiildinu's 
liad  been  clesl  roved  by  fii'e,  sold  tlie  hind  and  privih'j^e  to  Kate 
Shannon.    She  erected  a  small  mill,  and,  in  snld  the  i)ro])erty 

to  H.  h\  P(M'kins  tS:  Son  of  Ilolyohe,  w  ho  do  bnsinc  ss  as  llie  Stony 
Hroolv  Paj)ei'  Company  and  mannfactnri^  paper  foi'  cah^ndei'  rolls. 

^\sa  Ixumrill  i'oi-  many  yeai's  owned  and  operated  a  corn  mill 
oi'  wliat  wonid  now  l)e  called  *^ri,stmill  on  Stony  Brook,  wheri^  it 
crosses  l^ai'k  sti'eet.  Maltby  Strong-,  the  I'avorile  nepliew  of 
IiU.i>:<4'h's  Woodbridiie,  to  wliom  the  homestead  was  (K'\iscd.  was 
either  wearied  of  his  famous  school  oi*  needcvl  additional  business 
cares  to  oeenpy  Ids  ndnd  foi',  in  .1821)  lie  boniiht  the  old  mill  witli 
its  site  of  two  and  i)ond  of  eiuht  acres  and  transferred  the  j)i'op- 
ei'ty  to  the  Woodljrid^e  iMannfaetnrinii-  (\)mi)any,  a  corporation 
which  lie  had  organized.  A  mill,  fnll\'  e(pnpped  for  the  mann- 
faetnre  of  cotton  cloth,  was  at  once  ei-eeted  and  beuan  bnsiness 
with  Daniel  II.  Ijamb,  as  a<^ent.  Two  of  the  binldinus  annexed 
to  the  AVoodbridge  school  were  moved  to  the  north  side  of  Park 
street,  west  of  tlie  mill  and  made  into  dwelling  houses.  The  one 
next  the  miil  was  biuaied  long  ago  but  tlie  other,  A\  hich  was  ])laced 
yet  further  west  remains  to  this  da>'.  Mi'.  Strong  was  th(^  largest 
owner  of  the  company's  stock  and,  as  bnsiness  was  good  and 
dividends  satisfactory,  he  invested  in  other  enterprises.  lb; 
became  a  lai'ge  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Belchertowii  Bank 
and  s])ent  much  time  in  pushing  the  business  oi'  the  institution. 
In  the  summer  of  1884,  tlie  affairs  of  the  bank  became  much 
involved  and  Mv.  Strong,  realizing  what  its  failure  would  mean 
for  his  reputation  and  property,  mounted  his  horse,  without  a 
word  to  any  one,  and  made  his  way  to  Kochester,  New  York, 
wdiere  a  colony  of  South  lladley  people  were  hel|)ing  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  the  i-ising  metropolis.  There  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Ei'astus  T.  Smith,  a  recent  comer  from  Connecti- 
cut. JMr.  Smitli  liad  secured  a  quantity  of  i-eal  estate  that  was 
daily  rising  in  value  and  to  him  Strong  proposed  an  exchange 
of  the  cotton  mill  at  South  lladley  for  ;i  i^ortion  of  Smith's 
Kochester  land.  lS\v.  Smith  came  l^^ast  to  examine  the  mill  and 
was  so  weW  i)leased  with  it  that,  in  August,  l^-'^-t,  the  exchange 
was  agreed  upon  and  the  Woodbridge  Manufacturing  C'om])any 
conveyed  its  property  to  him.  After  arranging  foi-  the  (continu- 
ance of  the  business,  ]Mi'.  Smith  went  back  to  l\0(diester  for  the 
wdnter,  intending  to  return  to  South  lladley  with  his  family  in 
the  spring.    It  was  not  long,  however,  befoi'e  the  cotton  mill 

82 


I 


r 


i 


•\vas  ])Ui'iK'(l  down.  ^Ir.  Smith  was  not  discouraged  but  came  to 
Soiitli  lladley  in  the  spi'in*.;'  of  IH-'^l  with  liis  wife  and  iwo  littU' 
boys,  (J.  ]Moi\u'an  and  Byron.  He  deeiiU'd  to  try  the  marni faetui-e 
of  wra])i)in^'  [)ai)er  and  built  a  ])ri('k'  mill  on  the  ruins  of  llie 
cotton  factory.  Whelhei*  the  bi-icks  or  tlic  iiiort;ir  or  tiie  hi'it'k'- 
biyei's  were  at  fault  is  not  known,  l)ul  the  new  machinery  soon 
played  havoc  ^vi1li  the  walls  and,  in  the  end,  the  building'  was 
talvcn  down  and  replaced  ^\ith  a  wooden  one.  'i'his  mill  was 
al'tei'wards  purchased  by  Salathicl  Judd,  Ihe  local  innkeeper,  and 
eontiinied  in  successful  ojjeralion  under  the  manau'ement  of  his 
sons,  iMlwin  and  Harvey,  luilil  the  dcalh  of  Kdwin,  some  ten 
N'ears  auo,  when  Ml.  Holyoke  College  pui'chased  Ihe  ])ropert\' 
and  tore  down  the  mill. 

Tliere  have  been  a  number  of  tanneries  in  town.  The  house 
lot  now  ownect  by  Miss  Purrin,ut<»n  on  the  \\est  side  of  Colle.ue 
sti'eet  was  for  some  years  before  ISOO  the  site  of  the  '"tan  work's 
and  vats"  of  Asabel  dudd,  coi'dwainer,  as  he  styles  himself  in  a 
deed,  o)',  in  simpU'r  i)hrase,  tlie  villai;e  boot  and  shoemaker.  His 
son,  Elijah,  sold  the  old.  homestead,  whicdi  included  the  Ilij^uins 
})r()perty,  recently  i)ui'chased  by  Louis  f.  AK'ord,  to  K;d{)h  Snow 
and,  in  181)^,  Snow  s()ld  wliat  is  now  Miss  rurrin^t(ars  pi-opei'ty 
to  (Jiles  Ciiapin  and  l\al])h  Stebbins,  who  continued  the  business 
of  tanninji,'  for  some  years. 

Josiah  Snow  Nvas  also  a  boot  and  slio(Miiaker,  who  had  a 
tannery.  He  lived  on  the  south  side  of  the  present  SiU'ei*  street 
where  his  j^randdau^'hter,  Mrs.  Marauda  House,  now  resides. 
His  shop  was  east  of  the  house  and  b(\\'ond  was  the  t;innery.  He 
owned  a  privilege  on  l>achelor's  Broolc,  west  of  the  highway,  at 
wdiat  is  now  called  Pearl  City^  and  im[)l•o^'e(l  it  by  a  "bark  miir' 
in  which  he  ground  hendock  baric  for  his  tannery.  II  is  son 
Spencer  succeeded  to  the  l)usiness  but  in  ]8r>4,  after  his  dcfdh, 
the  "bai'k  mill  i)rivilege"  was  sold  to  h]/.ra  iVllcMi  and  utilized 
for  wliat  was,  later,  the  Tayloi-,  Cook  &  Co.  \s  ])aper  mill. 

In  February,  1827,  Elisha  Pomeroy  sold  to  Alonzo  Bard  well 
two  acres  of  land  on  the  northei'ly  side  of  the  present  (Jaylord 
street,  with  a  water  privilege  on  Butteiw  P)rook  and  a  "shop 
frame."  This  shop  frame  soon  became  a  la luu'ry,  which  coji- 
tinued  in  successful  operation  for  a  (piarter  of  a  century.  A 
large  business  was  done,  amounting,  in  18.'^,  to  eighteen  thousand 
four  hundred  dollai's.  IMueh  of  the  leather  was  shii)i)eel  down 
the  river  to  southern  markets.    After  the  bui-ning  of  the  Howard 
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&  Lathrop  and  D.  &  J.  Ames  paper  mills,  the  Canal  Village  Avoiild 
have  been  dead  but  for  this  busy  tannery.  After  the  dam  had 
revived  the  village,  liowever,  the  end  eame  to  the  tiumery  by  the 
hand  of  an  incendiaiy.  Deaeon  Rardwell  built  agaiii  on 'his 
privilege,  this  time  a  factory  for  the  manufaelure  of  fai'mipg 
tools,  lie  liad  for  a  partner  his  son-in-law,  Benton,  who  was  an 
energetic  business  man,  very  popular  among  the  townspeople. 
Benton's  tragic  death  by  being  caught  in  the  machinery  of  the 
mill  was  a  shock  to  the  connnunity  and  his  loss  afrccted  the  com- 
pany's business.  Again  an  incendiary  wreal^ed  his  malice  on  the 
deacon.  Nothing  daunted,  Afr.  ])ardwell  (.vreetcd  a  saw  aud  gi'ist- 
mill  on  the  tainiery  site  and,  with  his  son,  CHiarles  A.  T^ai'dwell 
in  chief  control,  did  a  i)rofitable  business  until  the  winter  of  18GS 
when  the  mill  was  burned  to  the  ground.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  three  fires  were  occasioned  l)y  Deacon  liardwell's  outspoken 
and  energetic  opposition  to  the  sale  of  licpior  in  the  village.  The 
mill  Avas  not  relmilt.  Deacon  Hai'dwell  died  in  the  folhnving 
summer  and  only  a  few  slight  traces  ol*  what  was  once  a  nourish- 
ing place  of  industry  remain  on  the  Ijanivs  of  Buttery  Brook, 
Avest  of  Newton  sti'cet. 

Previous  to  1880  Alonzo  Blodgett  liad  a  f(U'ge  and  trip 
hammer  at  l^atchelor's  Falls,  Avhcre  the  road  running  northerly 
from  South  liadley  meetinghouse  ended,  after  crossing  the 
"Forge  J^ridge"  over  Batchelor's  l^rook.  lie  bought  hoop  and 
other  kinds  of  waste  iron,  which  the  modern  junk  dealer  picks  up, 
and  hannuered  it  into  bars  of  any  size  that  custojiiers  miglit 
require.  Thrifty  owners  of  hoi;ses  used  to  carry  him  their  accum- 
ulations of  old  shoes  to  be  forged  into  such  shapes  as  they  needed 
for  use. 

Blodgett  was  dead,  however,  his  forge  a  memoiy  of  the  x)ast 
and  the  town  had  extended  the  road  from  the  brook  northwai'd 
to  the  liighway  leading  from  ]\[oody  Corner  to  Koek  h'eriy,  \\hen, 
in  October,  1832,  Israel  Lyman  conveyed  a  little  jnore  than  an 
acre  of  land,  on  the  east  side  of  the  brook  and  northeast  of  the 
Broom  Handle  Factory,  to  Sidney  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Smith, 
father  aud  son,  of  Granby.  Franklin  Smith,  as  he  was 
called,  was  quite  a  young  man  but,  first  of  Americans,  had  in- 
vented machinery  and  tools  for  manufacturing  buttons  from 
shells,  or  pearl  buttons  as  they  were  k'uown  in  the  market.  A 
mill  was  built  at  once  and  the  business  proved  highly  successful. 
Smith,  while  absorbed  in  his  business  and  in  improving  his  ma- 
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cliinery,  was  a  very  sociable  man  and  a  leader  in  the  nieri-y  mak- 
ing of  the  village.  His  inventive  faenlty  afforded  many  delight- 
ful surprises  for  the  young  people  and  some  of  the  old  boys  tell 
yet  of  the  fireworks  which  he  made  and  exhibited  in  fi-ont  of  the 
chui'eh,  one  Fourth  of  July  evening.  After  ten  yeai's,  business 
matters  went  badly  and  after  much  shifting  about  of  the  proj)- 
erty,  he  died  suddenly.  Aftei'  his  death,  the  manufactory  was 
closed  and  the  only  memorial  that  remains  of  him  is  the  name 
of  Pearl  City,  which  his  business  gave  the  hamlet,  in  1851]  the 
propei'ty  Avas  l)ought  b}^  Jolui  Lewis  h'abei-  ol'  Cliai'leston,  South 
Carolina.  Tie  was  a  man  of  wealth  and  installed  machinery  for 
doing  the  chasing  on  metals,  such  as  is  seen  on  watch  cases.  lie 
fitted  up  II  house  and  lived  and  entertained  company  in  good 
style,  the  business  seeming  to  be  a  secondary  matter.  In  1862  he 
sold  to  Martin  AY.  1-iurnett.  The  }n-opei'ty  was  next  ti-ansfornHHl 
into  a  woolen  mill  and  run  by  Samuel  l?yne  for  the  Agawam 
Woolen  Company.  After  this  the  K(.Miwortliy  Brothei's  occupied 
the  mill  in  the  same  line  of  majuifacture.  Next  the  ]*earl  Paper 
Company  begaii  the  making  of  tissue  papers,  .\fter  its  failure, 
George  llolfman  coiitinued  the  maind'acture  until  he  sold  to  B. 
F.  Perkins  &  Son,  who  now  own  the  proix'rty  and  d(^  business  as 
the  Japanese  Tissue  jMills. 

At  the  Canal  Village  Josiali  P)ai'dwell  owned  a  long  strip  of 
river  bank  south  of  the  canal  and  extending  from  the  site  of  the 
present  dam  neai-ly  to  the  mouth  of  Puttei'v  Hi'ook.  lie  had  a 
wing  dam  which  was  built  obli(piely  I'ai-  out  into  the  ]'iver  and 
tui-ned  the  swift  current  of  the  rapids  towards  the  l)ank,  for  the 
use  of  his  gi*ist  and  sawmills. 

This  water  also  furnished  poAver  for  an  oii  mill,  a  half 
interest  in  wdiich  was  bought  in  1818  by  Daniel  (Jillett,  Jr., 
trader,  and  his  cousin  Isaac  C.  Pates,  the  Northam])ton  lawyer 
who  died  a  United  States  Senator.  The\'  paid  for  half  tlu^  inill 
and  ])i*ivilege  twenty-two  hundred  and  tift\'  dollars,  'i'he  mill 
made  linseed  oil.  The  llax  seed  which  it  crushed  ^\  as  bought  From 
the  fai'mers  who  raised  ilax  for  theli'  home-made  linen.  The 
price  i)aid  for  the  seed  was  from  thirly-seven  and  a  half  to  (il'ty 
cents  a  bushel  and  salt  Avas  often  exchanged  I'or  it,  bushel  for 
bushel. 

In  1824  Charles  llowai'd  and  Wells  Pathrop,  under  the  lirni 
name  of  Howard  &  Ijathroj),  had  a  prospei'ous  general  store;  in 
Si)ringheld.    In  Septem))er  of  that  yeai',  they  bought  from  Josinh 
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l^Mi'dweli  land  l)eMw{.HMi  tlie  caiila  and  tlio  river,  lyin^'  ten  J'eot 
east  of  the  oil  mill  and  bavinii'  a  t'ronta.u'e  of  one  Inindred  feet 
upon  the  i-iver.  With  this  land  tliey  also  pui-ehased  a  ri^ht  to 
draw  water  from  liardwells  ])ond.  At  the  same  time  they  I)ou<j:ht 
the  buildinu"  o[)p()site  elosirdi  liardwell's  house  in  which  iliram 
Smith  lonj^'  afterwai'ds  kept  stoi*e  and  i)ost()rii('e. 

They  at  once  hnilt  upon  the  ])rivih\ue  a  small  null  to  make 
])o()k,  news  and  wi-itin*^'  ])ai)er. 

'J'hat  year  a  yonnj^'  man,  named  Joseph  Carew,  had  heunn 
work  in  tlieir  Sj)rin<j,Held  store.  In  1825  lie  was  ti-anslVi-nnl  to 
tlie  store  ^v]lieh  had  been  opened  in  connection  with  the  Howard 
and  Latlu'op  mill,    in  lu^  was  made  snperintendeni  oF  the 

mill  and,  thi-ee  years  later  married  .Maria,  dauuhler  of  dosiali 
Bai-dwell. 

At  this  time  David  Ames  had  a  small  |)aper  mill  in  Spring- 
field, havinji'  been  one  of  the  first  in  Western  Alassachnsel ts  to 
en<ia».ie  in  the  business. 

In  IS.Sl  his  sons,  David,  dr.,  and  dohn,  under  the  (ii'iii  name 
of  I).  &  J.  Ames,  bought  of  dosiah  liardwell.  u|)on  1  lu^  ri\er, 
\\est  of  his  <:'i'istmill.  land  which  extended  upstream  "to  near 
the  top  of  the  hill"  or  pi'obably  in  line  witli  the  j)resent  ollici^ 
l)uildin^'  of  the  ('are\\'  Alanufacturin^'  ('omi)nny.  They  at  once 
l)uilt  a  ))ap.er  null  and  set  up  a  newly  invented  machine,  the  out- 
put of  Avhich  they  conti'olled.  It  made  ))aper  in  a  continuous 
stri]),  instead  of  in  siu^ie  sheets  as  wIkmi  made  by  hand.  This 
strip  of  paper  was  dried  by  ])assinii'  o\'er  a  cylinder,  heated  by 
steam,  and.  after  K'a\-inu'  the  (cylinder,  was  cut  into  sheets  which 
\vei'e  laid  in  piles  by  the  boy  \\  ho  has  ui\'en  his  uanie  to  the  lay 
l)oy  of  the  modern  ma(dnne. 

The  Messrs.  .Vmes.  father  and  sons,  were  fond  ol'  assert  iiiii^ 
that  their  two  mills,  ^^■hich  together  could  not  turn  out  nuicli 
moi'e  than  two  tons  of  ])ai)er  a  da\'.  ])roduccd  two-thirds  ol'  the 
tine  pa[)er  maiuifact ui-ed  in  the  I'nited  States. 

floseph  (\  I'ai'sons,  afterwards  a  lifcat  name  in  the  paper- 
mak^er's  woi'ld,  was  superintendent  of  (luui-  null. 

The  fii'st  liouse  built  at  "the  Canal"  by  tlie  Proprietors  (d' 
the  liOck'  and  Canals  was,  probably,  what  is  n(»w  known  as  the 
"Palmer  House"  at  the  corner  ol'  Main  and  .\orth  Main  streets. 
This  is,  undoubtedly,  "the  sui)ci'inteudeiil 's  house"  ol*  which 
President  DNvi^ht  s[>eaks  ami  was  probably-  erected  about  1  lu^ 
time  \vheu  the  canal  was  com|)leted.  in   ITit'i.     In  deeds  iii\'en 
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a  few  years  \i\\ov  it  is  referred  to  as  tlie  inn  kv\){  l)y  Heni'v  Ben- 
nett. The  Pi-()])riet()rs  sold  the  place  to  Daniel  Lombard  in  1S()() 
and  as  the  increasing'  business  of  the  canal  nnist  ha\'e  I'lMjuired 
a  lar<>er  inn,  it  is  fail'  to  infei-  that  one  had  been  founded  before 
the  Bennett  inn  was  sold.  As  tliere  is  no  recoi'd  of  any  other 
pu])li('  liouse  in  tlie  Canal  \'ilho^e  than  the  old  "(^'.nal  'I'avern'' 
which  stands  at  the  western  end  of  Alain  strc(4  and  is  now  calU^l 
the  "(ilas^^-ow  House,"  it  is  probable  tiiat  the  old  tavern  was 
built  ])efoi-e  IHOii. 

In  18)^5,  whicli  was  ttie  most  flourishing'  jiei-iod  in  the  histt>ry 
of  South  lladley  canal,  tlie  house  was  lu'|)t  by  dason  Stockbridne, 
who  paid  one  dollar  a  day  for  the  rent  of  the  house  and  laru'fj 
barn,  which  stood  where  the  selectiiKMi's  oflice,  the  lock-up  and  eii- 
<i'iue  house  now  are.  This  hi^'h  lUMital  was  justilied  by  the  business 
done  at  tlie  tavern.  It  \vas  well  K'nown  alonu'  the  river  and,  in 
the  season,  served  dinner  daily  to  one  hundred  or  more  bo;itiiien 
and  I'aftsmen,  ^\'llile  tliere  were  |)lenty  of  customei's  for  breakfast 
and  sui)per  and  to  till  th(^  lod^inu'  rooms.  If  the  truth  is  told, 
there  wei'e  such  lively  u'oiuus  on  at  the  tavern  that  few  besides 
rivermen  eared  to  iudul^'c^  in  the  hospitable  accommodnt ions  of 
Ijandlord  Stockd)rid<z"e. 

The  fi'ont  of  the  first  floor  of  the  biiildinu'  was  occupied  foi- 
a  <i'rocery  stoi'e  by  Bliuy  Day,  who  lived  where  Bol iceman  liiick"- 
ley  now  does.  He  had  a  son.  Ileiiry  Day,  wlio  was  clei'k  in  the 
la w  olTice  of  Dan iel  liOi'dof  Xew  \'ork.  Henry  married  Mi'.  Dord's 
dauj^hter,  became  his  ])artiier  and  died,  not  lonu'  au'o,  a  se\'eral 
tilings  millionaire.  ileni'v  Day's  da iij^li  1  ers  married  into  the 
Chica,U'o  McCormick  and  other  distinguished  faiinlies.  {'p  to 
within  a  few  yi^ars  of  his  death,  he  freiiiieiitly  drove  throu,<jli  tlie 
valley  in  his  carria^'e  and  always  visittMl  the  humble  home  of  his 
boyhood.  Another  son  of  Pliny  Day's,  Addison,  was  a  very 
})rominent  railroad  man  in  .Missouri. 

At  tlie  soullieast  corner  of  the  front  of  the  l)iiil(linu'  was  a 
lli^i^'ht  of  stairs  which  ascended  to  a  landiiiLi'  place  before  the  door 
which  opened  int(»  the  second  story  and  w  as  the  main  eiil  ranee 
of  the  tavern.  On  the  left  hand  as  one  entered  was  the  Icirroom 
aiul  on  the  I'iuht  was  the  ])arlor. 

A  man  named  Imio  once  surprised  Landlord  Stockbridue  by 
riding'  his  horse  up  the  stairs  and  into  the  bai'i'ooiii. 

in  the  barroom,  li(pior  was  pui'c  and  plentiful  and  clienp. 
Here  was  a  ^ulass  and  there  a  bottle  or  decantei'.    ^'ou  look  your 
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ruin  01*  iiin  or  brandy,  clear  or  watered  to  youi-  taste  and  witli  or 
witliont  a  lump  of  loaf  su«^ai'.  You  lieliH'd  Aourself  and  whatever 
or  liow  nmcli  so  ever  you  took  for  a  di'inlc,  tlie  ])rice  was  six  cents. 

Tliis  was  the  main  floor  of  the  1)uiklinLi'.  In  the  south  wing 
toward  the  canal  was  the  kitcheu.  There  was  no  fence  in  those 
days  hefoi-e  the  window  to  hide  tlie  mysteries  of  that  department 
from  common  eyes  and  sometimes  a  fastidious  rivermaii  would 
decline  to  eat  at  Ijandh)rd  Stockhi'id.ue 's  lahK^  Ix'cause,  while 
])assin,L;'  the  locks,  he  had  with  his  o^vn  eyes  discovered  that  the 
coo]\  was  a  ne^i'o  woman. 

The  second  stor\'  of  the  north  win^',  towards  the  ))arn,  was 
devoted  to  the  dinin*^'  room  and  the  story  above  contained  a  \i\v<^e 
chambei'  with  ten  beds  in  it,  for  boatmen  and  raftsmen. 

The  entire  front  i)art  of  the  third  story  of  tlic  main  l)uilding 
was  occupied  by  a  hall,  in  which  thci'e  were  IVcipicnt  exhibitions 
of  traveliiiii'  shows  and  ].)erf()i'iuanccs  of  every  kind.  Here  stocks 
of  <:^'oods,  brou^-ht  from  away,  were  sold  at  auction.  A  man  named 
Hitchcock  came  (^'ci-y  year  from  l>oston  witli  hooks  and  had  a 
sale  whiclr lasted  throu.^h  several  days  and  cvcnin<4s. 

But  the  hall  was  in  its  <4lory  in  \\inter  time,  when  sh'iiihrides 
came  to  the  tavei'U  fi'om  all  the  to\vns  aroinid  and  more  cs])ecially 
on  occasions  of  the  thi'ce  oi*  foui*  balls,  ^vhich  graced  it  durim;'  the 
season.  Then  old  A^inton  of  Helchertown  Avas  sure  to  be  present 
with  his  fiddle  and  li^ht  feet  kept  time  Avith  his  nimble  [inj_;'ers. 

It  ^vas  a  stirring'  souml  in  those  days  to  ln'ai'  the  driver  blow 
his  h(»rn  as  the  Andierst  and  Spi'inuTK^ld  sta^c  rattled  down  the 
North  lAIaiii  street  hill  or,  from  the  south,  A\hirled  alonu"  the  hi^'h 
rivei'  bank  below  the  I'ei'ry.  The  stcMuiiin^'  hoi-scs  took  breath 
in  front  of  the  tavern  while  postmaster  Obcdiah  1*.  In^i'aham,  in 
his  store,  ol'  which  a  mere  outline  ot*  the  cellai'  remains,  west 
of  the  blacksmith  sho]),  ovei'hauled  the  mail  bai;  to  ])ick  out  all 
niattei-  directed  to  South  Tladh^v  Canal. 

At  the  \vest  end  of  the  postollice  building',  dohn  (Jayloi'd  had 
his  boot  and  shoe  shop.  His  apprentice  in  the  earl}-  tliii'tics  was 
a  round-faced,  red-cluH'k(Hl  boy  whom  the  i;ay  [)a|u'i'  mill  t^ii'ls 
called  "Pou!ul  Royal."  lie  was  known  later  as  the  wealthy 
l^hiierson  (layloi'd  of  Chicopee. 

In  the  west  half  of  the  brick  block'  fartliei-  down  .Main  street, 
which  .Miss  Fdizabeth  (Jaylord  now  owns,  a  druu  stoi-e  w;is  theiv 
kept  by  k^dward  Southworth,  who  a I'tei'wai'ds  Liained  well  usi'd 
\vealth  IVom  the  mill  of  the  Southworth  Paper  Company  of  Mit- 

88 


tinea  <:i"iio.  lie  lived  in  the  lionse  on  Bard  well  sli'eet  which  George 
I.  Smith  now  owns  and  oeenpies. 

By  18;^7  South  lladley  had  heeouie  (|viite  a  nianufacturi]i<5 
town.  Tliere  wei-e  two  Avoolen  mills,  with  three  sets  of  mnehiueiy 
and  yea)'ly  ])i'oduein^  sixty  thonsniid  yards  of  cloth,  vahied  at 
forty-five  thousand  dollars;  thi'ee  i)ai)ei'  mills,  ^\•ith  an  aii<>i*eoate 
capital  of  one  Inindi-ed  thousand  dollars,  which  employed  foi'ty- 
thi-ee  men  aiul  foj-ty-one  avouu'u,  used  twelve  liundred  and  fifty 
ions  of  stock  and  pi'oduced  i)ai)er  woi'tli  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  thousaiid  five  hundred  dollars  each  year;  t^vo  pearl  hutton 
factoi'ies,  Avith  a  total  cai)ital  of  forty-two  liundred  dollars  aiul 
an  amnial  product  of  eijj:ht(M:^n  thousand  ufoss  of  buttons  and  a 
tannery  which  turned  out  eighteen  thousand  four  Innidi'ed  dol- 
lars worth  of  leather  each  twelvemonth. 

T]\e  rivali'y  between  Howard  &  Lathroi)  Mud  1).  &  J.  Ames 
was  intense  aiul  ran^'ed  fi'om  wordy  battl(\s  over  the  amount  of 
water  drawn  by  each  other  from  the  ])on(l  formed  by  BardwelTs 
Avint>'  dam,  to  o]X'n  contiicts  in  the  fields  or  liiiihwiiN'  where  the 
men  of  one  eom])any  sou<^ht  to  prevent  those  of  the  other  from 
laying'  an  aqueduct  to  l)rint>'  sprini;'  wash  Avater  into  its  mill.  On 
some  bri<;jit  morninu'  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  Ames  men,  on  leaving' 
home  for  work,  would  walk  into  the  stronu'  hands  of  a  trooj)  of 
waitiuji'  deputy  sheriifs  and  constables  and  be  hurried  away  for 
trial  on  chai'ges  of  assault  and  bfittery  or  breach  of  the  ])eace  or* 
malicious  mischief  befoi'c  dustice  Sjunuel  Wells  of  Northampton. 
A  few  mornin.iz's  later  some  of  the  Ilowai-d  ijalhrop  mtMi  would 
have  a  similar  exi)erience.  'The  mill  owners  paid  the  lines  and 
costs  of  their  men,  and  lawyei's  as  wcW  as  villa.u'c  gossips  wvvq 
kept  busy. 

Finally,  the  antagonism  culminated  in  a  uj-eat  suit  in  e(piity 
in  which  the  leadiuu'  laAvyers  of  four  counties  and  a  member  of 
the  Suffolk  bar  Aven^  eniiaued. 

Lawyer  Chai'les  K.  H''orl)es  of  Nort  liami)((ni,  afler\var(ls  a 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  was  appointed  a  special 
master  to  hear  and  i-epoi-f  the  e\'id(Mice  and  for  two  hot  summer 
months  the  heai-in^-  of  testimony-  A\'ent  on  in  the  hall  of  the  canal 
tavern. 

Ml'.  Cai'ew  was  fond  of  i-ecounlinu'  the  excitiiu;'  times  ami 
haii'breadth  esca|)(>s  -which  men  ol'  both  sides  had  by  ni^ht  in 
creepin<i'  abont  the  mills  to  take  measurcMiienIs  of  the  walei'  used 
or  to  i)r(^vent  such  nieasurements.     .\t   leiiLjIh  the  last  witness 
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had  testified,  the  iiinster  filed  his  j-eport,  h)n^-  ju'^uiiients  were 
made  by  counsel  and,  after  due  deliberation,  the  Sui)i'enie  Court 
by  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  handed  down  its  opinion  covering'  twenty- 
five  printed  })a«ies  wliich  stated  that  the  case  had  not  been  tried 
upon  the  propei'  issues,  and  that  had  the  case  l)eeii  i)r()perly  tried, 
the  plaintiffs  would  not  have  l)een  entitk'd  to  any  daniajj,es  be- 
cause the  suit  had  been  ])reniaturely  bronuht  and  that  the  bill 
could  not  be  amended  so  as  to  entitle  the  ])laintirfs  to  th(^  relief 
asked  for.    Thus  ended  a  seven  years'  litiuatioii. 

AVhethei*  or  not  the  i)ayni(Mit  of  lawyers'  fc(^s  and  other  h\ual 
expenses  rendered  the  litiuants  insolvent,  it  is  a  fact  that  l)otli 
companies  not  loujj,'  aftei'wards  faih'd  and  the  mills  were  closed. 

A  little  later  both  mills  were  hui-ned  and  Canal  Village 
sank  into  idleness  and  (les})air. 

The  men  whose  occuj)ation  was  gone  had  nothing  to  do  but 
visit  DerU'on  Alon/o  l^ar^^lweirs  tannery,  for  the  i)leasure  of 
seeing  woi'k  go  on. 

Josiah  Hardwell  as  eai'ly  as  1824  had  a  salt  house,  standing* 
across  the  street  fi-om  his  residence  where  the  blacksmith  sho}) 
lu^ar  the  west  end  of  Main  str^'ct  now  stands.  Here  he  ground 
lumi)  .salt,  which  came  from  Xantuck'et.  After  the  closing  of  the 
Howard  &  Ijathi'op  mill,  Mr.  Bardwell  and  his  son-in-law,  Joseph 
Carew,  with  young  David  Damon  of  Nortlianiplon,  foi'med  a  co- 
partnership luider  the  style  of  liardwdl.  Damon  Co.,  and  began 
business  as  dealers  in  salt  at  tlu^  old  salt  house.  Salt  was  then 
sold  in  bulk,  being  weighed  out  to  the  [)ure!iaser  as  sugar  is  no\v. 
The  new  tii'm,  however,  introtlueed  an  improvement  by  selling- 
their  salt  in  cloth  bags,  each  holding  a  speeiJied  weight,  and  mak- 
ing work'  for  man\'  neetUewomen  and  deligfiting  their  customers. 
The  novelty  took  at  once  and  si)read  from  South  lladley  h'alls  all 
over  the  country.  After  Mr.  BardwclCs  death  Carew  Damon 
continued  the  ])usiness  until  tS4(S,  when  .Mr.  Carew  devoted  him- 
self to  his  new  pa])er  mill  and  Damon  beeanie  station  au(Mit  at 
Ireland  J)e])ot,  which  is  now  llolyoke. 

Wells  ijathrop,  of  the  insoh'ent  fii'iu  of  Howard  I^athrop, 
retired  to  his  fertile  farm,  now  owned  by  ()tis  A.  dudd.  and  there 
began  the  business  of  market  gardening  which  has  since  grown 
to  such  ])r()portions  in  South  lladley. 

His  bi'other,  Paoli  Dathrop,  who  lived  next  north  of  him,  on 
the  old  Enoch  \Vhiti>  j)lace,  some  fifteen  years  before,  had  intro- 
duced to  South  lladley  the  business  of  breeding  shoi't  horned 
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cattle  and  liad  become  widely  known  as  one  of  tlie  foremost 
breeders  of  tlie  conntry. 

The  land  now  owned  l)y  ^Messrs.  Smith  and  Hoffman  at  the 
upper  end  of  Bard  well  street,  with  that  of  Henry  AV.  Jndd  and 
what  lies  northeast  of  ni)per  Pi-ospect  street,  was  liis  fanions 
l)a.stnre  and  editors  of  aj^rienltni*al  [)apei's  never  wearied  of  wi-il- 
in«i'  it  and  ^ivinj^'  pen  |)ietni'es  of  the  hi^h-bi-ed  IjoixIs  and 
DidvCs  and  l^i'csidents,  ^^•ith  the  milky  mothers  of  tlieir  herd, 
standinj^'  knee  dee])  in  the  lusli  urass. 

^riie  editoi's  of  the  vaHey  papers  faithfully  infoi'iiied  their 
readers  of  AIV.  Lathrop's  fi'e([nent  sales  at  princely  pi'ices,  of 
choice  membei's  of  his  herd,  for  shi[)ment  to  all  (piartei's  of  the 
conntry. 

J).  &  J.  Ames  were  more  publie  spirited  than  their  I'ivals  in 
business  and  did  nnich  to  develoi)  the  village.  It  was  theii-  (Miter- 
prise  which  l)uilt  up  Canal  street  and  the  adjaeeiit  I'cuion  of  the 
hill. 

It  was  throuL>h  J)avid  Ames  that  the  homestead  of  Theodore 
I^ellows,  the  villaue  blacksmith,  \\ho  liad  his  shop  on  the  led.ue 
south  of  F.  13.  Coi'des'  hous(\  was  [)urehas(Hl  for  tlu,^  South 
lU^li<4i()u,s  Society  in  May,  18;U,  and  the  bi'othei-s  contributed 
liberally  for  the  buildinj;'  of  the  ehureh. 

At  a  meetini;'  held  in  the  schoolliouse  on  l^'ebruary  'JS,  1824, 
it  was  voted  to  form  a  C'onj^i'euat ional  Society  and  on  August 
twelftli  of  the  same  year  a  churcji  of  nineteen  members  ^\•as 
formed.  Services  ^vel•e  held  in  the  Brick  Cliapel  until,  in  IS-'l"), 
the  new  church  buildinii'  was  dedicated.  The  Ivcv.  i^'lavel  (iris- 
wold  had  been  installed  as  pastor  on  December  '-i,  IS'JS. 

A  Alethodist  I^])iscopal  (Muirch  ol'  twenty  members  ^\■as 
oro'anized  in  the  latter  ])arl  of  the  year  ISl'T.  The  first  class  ^\■as 
g'athered  in  the  l>rick  C'ha[)(^l  by  Kcv,  Dr.  Kisk,  who  ministered 
to  the  church  for  two  oi*  three  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  John 
Knig'ht,  a  student  of  Wilbraham  Academy,  the  services  bein*^' 
held  i!i  the  old  white  schoolliouse.  The  oruaiii/al  ion  ol*  the  church 
was  the  result  of  a  revival  under  his  i)reachin<4'.  When,  at  length, 
the  schoolliouse  became  too  small  for  the  increasing  attendance, 
a  lai'ger  i-oom  ^^■as  secui'cd  in  the  Howard  lV:  Lalhrop  mill,  in 
the  autunni  of  the  year  a  meiM  inghouse  was  built  on  (Ja^doi'd 
street,  whicli  thereafter,  until  the  present  \ear,  was  called  .Meth- 
odist st  i-eet. 
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Tlie  Baptists  of  tlio  Canal  Villaj:^e  were  too  few  to  establish 
a  cluireh  of  their  own  but,  on  November  28,  1828,  united  with 
those  of  Chieopee  in  forming-  a  ehui-eh  ol:  seventei^i  meml)ers  at 
AVillimansett  sehoolhouse.  Services  werc^  held  in  the  schoolhouse, 
in  private  liouses  and  finally  in  the  1).  cK:  J.  Ames  mill  uiitil  tlie 
year  1832,  when  a  small  ehurch  was  built  at  Chieopee  Falls. 

The  members  of  the  denomination  at  South  lladk'y  Falls 
attended  this  ehureh  for  some  twenty,  years  until  Wut  Second 
Baptist  Chui'cli  was  built  in  IFol^'oke,  neai'  the  present  oflice  of 
the  llolyoke  AVatcM*  Power  (?om])any. 

l^ut,  while  all  denonrinations  ^vere  thus  i)rovided  for,  there 
were  some  residents  of  the  (*anal  Villa<4e  ^vh()  did  not  attend 
•church  services. 

Thei'C  was  Hari-y  llobitison,  one  of  the  family  of  consummate 
"watermen,  famous  throu«^hout  th<'  valley.  Jle  was  not  the  eipial 
of  his  brother  Uufus  as  an  all  Ji round  riverman  hut  had  a  more 
inventive  genius.  Ih^  was,  ])r()perly,  a  "])ilot  over  Willimansett" 
but  had  watched  the  laborious  process  of  rowin;^-  or  poling-  the 
feri-yboat  across  the  eddy  l)elow  the  great  falls  and  devised  a  plan 
to  make  the  river  do  the  work.  On  a  Sunday  morning,  so  the  story 
goes,  lu^  had  a  long,  sti'ong  rope  fastened  upstream  and  attached 
the  loose  end  to  the  upriver  side  of  the  fei'i-yboat,  forwai'd  of  the 
center.  Then  he  pushed  the  boat  out  into  the  current.  The  stern 
swung  downstream  causing  the  prow  to  ])oiid  at  ([uite  an  angle 
up  the  river.  The  current,  striking  the  inclined  side  of  the  boat 
pushed  the  craft  to  the  opposite  shore  and  the  swing  fei-ry  had 
been  invented. 

Aiul  there  were  other  non-atteiulants.  Of  a  bi-ight  Sunday 
nioi'uing,  some  of  the  you.ng  fellows  of  the  Canal  would  take  an 
early  start  for  U])town.  But  Parson  (\)ndit  <lid  not  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  imparting  the  truth  to  them,  for  they  ])assed  by  on 
the  other  side  of  the  common.  Sto[)ping,  perhaps,  for  a  little 
spiritual  refn^shment  at  Salothiel  Judd's  tavern,  they  went 
steadily  through  Lul)ber\s  Hole,  and  over  lialchclor's  l>rook  and 
Dry  l^rook  Hill.  Tliei'c  was  no  jiiccl iiigliousc  in  that  dii'cction 
this  side  of  Dr.  AVoodbridge 's,  at  lladlc.w  but  even  Dr.  Wood- 
bridge's  powerful  voice  never  I'cached  their  ears,  for  they  tinishcd 
their  course  at  tlie  door  of  a  bi-ick  house,  i)ainted  yelloNv,  \vhich 
stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  Iladley  highway  Jusl  beyond  the 
road  that  turned  down  to  Rock  Fei'i-y.  Only  faint  traces  of  the 
cellar  i*emain  to  iiulicate  the  site  of  this  building.    Tlu^  young 
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men  entered  this  house,  boldly  or  l)ashfii]]y  as  their  natures 
dictated,  and  made  their  way  to  a  large  room,  on  week  days  a 
kitchen,  but  now  arranged  with  rows  of  chairs  on  three  sides, 
leaving  a  large  space  vacant  in  the  center.    Here  they  sat  down 
with  a  number  of  other  young  men  and,  as  the  minutes  sped,  new- 
arrivals  (piite  filled  the  seats  on  two  sides,  while  Die  third  side 
was  occupied  by  a  fatherly  looking,  ^vhite  haii*ed  man,  with 
sundry  other  men  and  a  very  large  and  a  vei'y  liandsome  woman 
and  quite  a  number  of  other  women  not  so  large  nor  so  liandsome, 
but,  on  the  whole,  as  nice  a  bevy  of  comely  women  as  even  the 
Canal  Village  could  show.    There  Avas  the  brooding  stillness  of 
a  Quaker  meeting.    The  old  man  and  his  companions  of  the  third 
side  sat  cahnly  gazing  at  the  llooi*,  while  the  young  men  of  the 
two  sides  silently  adored  the  girls.    At  last  the  very  lai-ge  woman 
arose,  stepped  into  the  vacant  space  and  began  a.  solemn  march. 
Soon  tlie  old  man  and  the  handsome  Avoman  and  the  other  meii 
and  the  comely  gii'ls  and  some  of  the  lively  gay  fello^vs  joined  in 
the  silent  promenade  around  the  floor,  until  all  who  felt  moved 
to  take  part  had  done  so.    ^riien  the  men  and  women  formed 
lines  facing  one  another  and,  in  Shaker  style,  began  a  shullling 
dance  towards  each  other,  singing,  under  lead  of  the  large 
woman's  clear  and  powerful  voice,  strange  psalms  to  stirring 
tunes.    Gradually  the  dance  grew  faster,  foi'ward  and  then  back 
again,  and  the  singing  louder,  until  those  who  came  to  look  on 
were  drawn  by  the  exciting  scene  to  join  the  strange  peoi)le  and 
dance  and  sing  witli  the  best  of  them.    This  performance  Avas  con- 
tinued as  long  as  sti'cngth  and  breath  remained  and  then  the 
Mormon  meeting  abruptly  ended. 

The  family  came  from  Connecticut  and  lived  first  in  Samuel 
Preston's  house  on  the  west  side  of  College  street,  next  in  what 
is  now  ]\Tyron  Green's  house  at  Smiths  Ferry,  and  then  in  this 
house  of  TTarvey  Lyman's.  They  supported  themselves  by  farm 
work  and  basket  making  and,  by  encouraging  the  attendance  of 
outsiders  upon  their  services,  made  some  convei'ts  in  the  neighboi'- 
hood. 

The  leader's  name  was  Cross,  a  benignant  old  man,  with  a 
soft  voice,  who  seemed  the  i)ersonih('ation  of  all  the  virtues. 
Among  the  brethren  Avas  a  son  of  South  lladley  who  afterwards 
joined  the  Shakers  at  Enfield,  Conneetieut,  and,  having  attained 
the  dignity  of  the  eldership,  returned  to  the  Avoi'ld's  people  and 
became  a  prosperous  business  man  of  Springfield. 
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The  lar*i'o  woman  was  known  anionu-  the  l)i-ethi-en  and  sisters 
as  Poll\',  but  anionti:  the  lively  yonnu'  men,  owin^'  to  lier  h'a(hM'shij) 
in  the  services,  slie  was  eaUed  "Polly  flesus." 

The  handsome  woman  mari'ied  Ste[)hen  Dow  ninj^,  with  \\  h()m 
she  went  West.  Indeed,  it  was  not  lonu'  Ix^l'ore  the  entire^  i'am'ily 
migrated  to  doe  Smith's  wondei'l'nl  city  of  Xauvoo,  on  the  hank- 
ol'  (he  Mississippi, 

It  wonld  have  saved  tlie  Canal  ^^il]a^■<'  a1ten(hints  npon  Mor- 
mon meetings  a  lon<i'  walk  ii"  tlie  Cook's  Hill  road  had  onl\'  heen 
])iiilt. 

In  AFareli,  IS'27,  the  Connnissioners  of  liiuhways  foi'  the 
Comity  of  Ilami)shii'e,  of  whom  IIk*  fntnre  juduc,  Charles  Iv 
Forbes,  ^vas  chairman,  laid  ont  a  road  from  the  liock  Ferry  road, 
near  tlie  sontlierl\'  end  of  Mt.  Ilolyoke,  aloiiu'  (he  eastern  hank  of 
the  Connecticut,  iiiKter  Cook's  Hill  and  crossiiiu'  l^aclielor 's 
Brook,  to  a  point  north  of  Stony  l>rook,  on  the  I'oad  from  South 
lladley  Centei*  to  Chnrcdi's  b'erry  as  Lyman's  Ferry  was  then 
called.  In  December  of  the  same  year  they  laid  a  hiuhway  from 
this  road,  south  of  CoolCs  Hill  to  what  is  now  called  Hadley 
sti'eet,  near  the  enti'aiice  to  Fverui-een  Ceiiu^tiM-y. 

It  would  seem  that  the  first  road  was  constructed  after  a 
fashion,  but  notliinii'  was  done  by  the  to\vii  about  the  siM'ond  one. 

In  April,  IH'iO,  doel  Hayes,  Edward  llook'er  and  I^liphaz 
]\Ioody,  a.  committee  appointed  for  the  ])urpose  by  tlie  town, 
appeared  ])efore  the  commissioners  in  su])port  of  a  petition  for 
the  discontinuance  of  both  I'oads.  dosiali  Bardwell  and  many 
other  residents  of  the  Canal  Villaj^e  appeared  in  o]){)osition  aiul 
tlie  commissioners  I'cfused  to  do  anything  al)out  the  Cook 's  Hill 
road  but  discontinued  the  other  one.  In  dune,  FSo)^,  the  Cook''s 
Hill  road  was  discontinued  without  objection. 

April  1-1,  181^1),  on  ])etition  of  Alon/o  Laml)  and  many  othei's 
of  the  (-anal  Villaj^e,  the  old  Cook's  Hill  I'oad  A\as  relocated  and 
altered.  ^Phe  commissioners  estimated  the  i)robable  e\})ense  of  re- 
buildin«i'  the  road  at  live  thousand  dollars  and  the  to^vn  was 
oi'dered  to  eomi)lete  the  work  by  the  first  day  of  November.  On 
the  next  day,  upon  })etition  of  Salathiel  dutld  and  others  of  the 
Center-  Village,  a  road  was  laid  again  from  the  month  of  Stony 
l^rook  to  Hadley  street,  in  South  lladley,  and  ordered  to  be  eom- 
])leted  by  the  fii'st  of  October. 

The  town  liad  recently  received  its  share  of  the  treasury 
surplus  which  Congress  had  divided  among  the  states  and  had 
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money  in  liand.  Aloiizo  Laiiib  took  tlie  eonti-act  I'oi-  llie  Cook's 
II ill  ]'oa(l  and  linisluHl  tlie  work  on  time,  to  the  satisfaction  of  tlie 
connnissionei's. 

Thei'e  liave,  nntil  \vithin  a  shoi't  time,  been  citizens  livin,^' 
Avith  ns  who  eonld  tell  of  deli</litful  rides  beside  the  beaiilifiil 
Conneetient  wliicii  they  enjoyed  over  that  I'oad,  l)iit  the  time  of 
enjoyment  was  brief,  foi*,  witli  the  next  si)riim',  came  the  ureal 
Ilanason  Hood  which  nndermined  and  Mashi'd  nway  a  lar<^c  pail 
of  tlie  new  liiuhway. 

It  was  not  nntil  XovemlxM-,  1S4;^,  tliat  doel  MiHer  and  others 
of  the  (/anal  Villaj^'e  informed  the  commissioners  that  the  road 
had  l)een  impaired  bnt  eonld  be  repaired  at  no  ureat  ex|»cnse  and 
that  npon  their  petition,  the  commissioners  urdei-ed  repairs  and 
alterations  to  ])e  made  l)y  the  town  before  the  lii'st  tlay  of  next 
Jnly.  Tliey  estimated  the  ])i*obable  expiMisc^  at  twenty-li\'e  hnn- 
dred  dollai's.  l^nt  Sonth  Iladley  wonhl  not  do  the  work'.  On 
^Tareli  2,  18-4-(),  the  eonnnissionei-s  discontinued  the  south  half 
of  tlie  I'oad  and  on  Deeembei"  1),  IS47,  they  discontiinu'd  the  north 
lialf.  On  December  5,  184S,  they  discontinued  the  unbuilt  road 
fi'om  the  month  of  Stony  Brook  to  Sonth  Iladley.  in  ^^^)'2,  on 
petition  of  iidiabitants  of  Iladley,  the  Oount\'  Oonunissioners 
viewed  tlie  okl  road  and  ordered  it  repaired,  bnt  npon  fni-ther 
consideration  revoked  the  oi'dei*. 

So  ends  the  disasti'ons  story  of  the  Oook's  Hill  road  except 
foi"  the  nnsuecessfnl  attem})t  of  oui-  Ilockanum  neiuhbors  to  have 
the  road  relaid,  a  few  years  aji'o. 

IMark  Doolittle  \vas  the  first  lawyer  resident  in  Sonth  iladley. 
He  owned,  from  1812  to  1817,  the  house  on  the  west  side  of 
College  street  which  is  now  the  hoiu(\stead  of  Charles  II.  l*ates. 
In  1817  he  moved  to  Belchertown,  where  lu'  had  a  loiiu  and  pros- 
perous career. 

A  little  before  Mv.  Doolittle's  departure  William  Howdoin 
oi)ened  a  law  oftice  at  the  Canal  \'illaii,('  and  continui'd  there 
in  pi-aetiee  until  his  death  in  18r)(). 

About  1820,  Epaphras  Clark,  who  liad  |)i'aclic(Hl  law  in 
Oranby  a  year  and  found  a  wife,  I'emovcMl  to  South  Iladley 
Center  and  resided  there  five  years,  lie  then  went  to  l^hilield 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  18()-l. 

Edward  Ilookei'  of  Westhampton,  upon  his  admi.ssion  t(> 
the  Hampshire  bar  in  1827  opened  an  office  in  South  lladhw. 
He  married  a  dautihter  of  Dr.  Elihu  Dwiuht  arid  reuiained  until 


1835,  when  lie  went  witli  the  l)an(l  of  enterpi'isiii*;-  Soutli  ITadley 
men  who  helped  to  build  up  the  newly  founded  city  of  Rochester,. 
New  York,  lie  died  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1841.  For  twelve 
years  after  Mr.  Bowdoin's  death  there  was  no  law  ofhce  in  South 
lladley,  until  in  1SG8  one  was  opened  by  K.  0.  Dwi^ht.  In  1878 
he  moved  his  office  to  tlolyoke.  .Areri'ill  L.  Wch-ker,  a  native  and 
resident  of  South  lladley  Falls,  has,  since  1S75),  had  an  ollice 
in  Ilolyoke. 

'Squire  Bowdoin's  office  foi'  many  years  before  his  death 
was  the  front  part  of  that  portion  of  the  second  store  of  the 
Ga^dord  bloek  which  i^i  now  occn[)ied  by  St.  Andrew's  IMission. 
He  Avas  not  a  jury  lawyer  but  a  wise  comisellor  and  a  good  busi- 
ness man  and  was  active  in  town  and  cliurch  affairs.  lie  was  a 
trustee  of  the  Soutli  l\eligi()us  Society,  active  in  securing'  the  loca- 
tion of  ^^rt.  Ilolyoke  Seminary  in  the  town  and  one  of  tlie  incor- 
porators of  the  seminaiy,  and  was  named  in  the  act  incorporatin<^ 
the  Glasgow  Company.  Besides  holding  town  offices,  he  repre- 
sented South  lladley  in  the  legislature,  was  a  senator  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Boai'd  of  County  Commissioners. 

The  business  whieh  centered  at  tlie  Canal  Village  during 
most  of  his  pi'ofessioiud  career  gave  rise  to  much  litigation.  It 
was  the  day  of  long  credits  and  every  business  man  fonjid  fre- 
quent need  of  a  lawyer's  services. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  three  sessions  a  \ear  at 
Northami)ton  for  civil  business  and  A\'rits  ^vere  relui'iiable  on  the 
first  iMonday  of  each  session.  As  February,  June  or  October  drew 
near,  Josiah  l>ardwell,  DanieLGillett,  the  Boating  Comi)any  and 
other  business  men  would  draw  off  the  accounts  of  deliiKpient 
debtors  and  send  them  to  'Squire  Bowdoin.  tie  \vould  make  the 
iieeessary  writs  and  place  them  in  the  hands  of  that  pi'ompt,. 
ellicieiit  and  tireless  deputy  sheriff,  Joel  .Miller. 

^[ounting  his  gig  at  break  of  day,  this  terror  of  delinquent 
debtoi's  and  evildoei's  would  scour  the  highways  and  byways  of 
South  lladley,  Granby,  Belchertown,  even  to  I'litield,  slipping  a 
summons  under  the  door  of  some  yet  slee[)ing  farmer,  attaching 
real  estate  here,  taking  a  receipt  or  putting  in' a  keeper  for  per- 
sonal property  which  he  had  jdt ached,  attaching  in  the  hands  of 
a  trustee  the  goods,  effects  and  crcjdits  of  a  defendant  and,  if  a 
debtor  liad  no  attachable  property,  taking  his  body,  pursuant 
to  the  precept  of  the  writ.  At  the  end  of  a,  long  day  he  would 
drive  up  to  Northampton  jail  and  deliver  into  the  safe-keeping 
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of  Jailer  Clapj)  liu'  imfort iiiiatc  (l('))l<tis  conveyed  tlie  proces- 
sion of  hired  veliieles  and  keejjers,  Avhieli  followed  him  to  tlie 
shire  town. 

Until  after  17()()  Ixiehai'd  Croneli,  i\n  iMi^ilishnian  who  settled 
in  lladl(\y  ahout  IT^U,  and  the  nephew  of  his  wife,  K'iehard 
Croneh  Kello^tiL^',  Avei'e  the  i)hysieians  of  South  liadley.  For  a 
visit  ill  liadley,  they  eliai'5J,ed  ei^ht  pence  hut  for  one  in  South 
liadley  their  price  was  ei<iht  times  as  mnch,  each  mile  traveled 
beinj^'  reckoned  e((ual  to  a  visit  near  hom.e.  They  cai-ried  their 
medicines  in  their  saddleha.us  and  the  farther  they  went  the  more 
their  })owders,  ])ills  and  i)otions  cost  so  that  the  expense^  of  medi- 
cines was  usually  two  or  three  times  that  of  the  visit. 

Of  course  it  was  a  saving'  of  money  to  have  a  doctor  neai- 
hy  e.Kcept  for  the  |)ossihility  of  his  calliu'^'  mon^  often  than  was 
absolutely  necessary.    Dr.  Sanniel  Vinton  was  the  first  jdiysieian 
to  reside  in  town,    lie  settled  in  tlu^  Second  Trecinct  in  ITli'J  and, 
of  course,  left  South  liadley  when  (Jranhy  was  incoi'poi'ated.  hut, 
about  1782,  he  retui'ued  and  died  liei'e  in  IHOl.  lien.jamin 
«i'les  Woodbrid<ie  was  a  practioni'r  of  medicine  in  town  as  early  as 
17(ir)  but  soon  abandoned  the  pi*of(\ssion.    f'zekiel  White  was  the 
first  native  of  South  liadley  to  study  the  liealinu,  art  and  was 
in  practice  here  from  about  177')  \uitil  his  death  in  17S!).  Dr. 
Klihu  Dissell  came  to  town  al)out  17S4  and  Ii\'ed  on  the  west  sid.e 
of  Colle^-e  street  where  the  house  of  Charles  II.  Bales  now  stands, 
if  not  in  that  very  liouse.     Lawyer  Mark  l)i)olitth^  afterwards 
owned  and  occui)ied  the  i)la(;e.    Dr.  Hissell  died  in  l(St)2. 

I^^lilni  I)wi<iht,  a  iiative  of  I)(4chertown  and  graduate 
of  Dartmouth  College  as  well  as  of  the  famous  office  of  Di'. 
I<]bene/.er  Hunt  of  Northampton,  settled  in  town  about  I7l>;{  and 
eontiiuuHl  in  practice  mdil  l^'VA  when,  at  the  ai^i'  of  stweiity, 
he  retired  from  business.  lie  died  dune  1,  ISod,  at,  the  a^c  of 
ninet\'.  His  house  has  been  remoN'ed  to  make  place  lor  the 
Dwij^ht  liall  of  ^Mt.  Ilolyoke  College  and  rs  now  the  coileu,-e  in- 
firmary. In  the  rear  of  the  (hvellin^-  \\as  a  buildinu'  in  which 
lie  conducted  a  prospei'ous  dru^'  store,  lie  was  an  eneru'etie  and 
very  successful  business  man,  <i('nerous,  larLic  mimhd  and  public 
spirited,  who  well  served  his  day  and  .generation.  The  \c\  re- 
membered (piatrain  of  a  local  poet,  more  than  a  ceiilury  old. 
indicates  the  pronq)!  attention  to  pi-ofessiofial  duties  which 
assured  his  ])rospL'rous  careei*. 
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Dr.  I'isscll.  lie  drinks  rum; 
Dr.  ViiUon  i>  nc\cr  al  liomc; 
Dr.  Stel)l)ins,  hc'.s  tlic  dandy;. 
Dr.  DwiK'H       a!\\a\-.s  liand\'. 
Di".   Daniel   SU'hhins  afterwards   moved   lo  Xortliainpton, 
wliere  lie  was  for  many  yeai's  the  treasui'er  of  1  laiiipshii-e  County. 

William  AV.  Dwi^lit,  Kdward  (i.  Uffoi-d.  Samuel  1).  lirooks, 
William  l^ester  and  Louis  11.  Clarl;  lia\'e,  sinee  LS;^;],  been  sue- 
eessively  the  <;()od  j^hysieians  of  the  Center  V'illa«.>'e  and  Dr. 
(Jeor^'e  \V.  llubhai'd  now  aeeei)tal)ly  serves  the  ])eoi)le. 

Dr.  Otis  Goodman  Avas  the  first  i)l\ysieian  of  the  Canal 
Village  and  resided  in  the  liouse  at  the  eorner  of  Bai'dwell  and 
Gajdord  streets  which  is  now  owned  l)y  Kdwai-d  B.  Searle.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  son-indaw,  Dr.  William  Pearson,  who  be- 
came a  convert  to  homeopathy  and  was  followed  in  his  chant>e  by 
the  larger  ])ortion  of  tlie  village  families.  He  died  in  1870  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  George  G.  Hitchcock',  who  continues  in 
practice.  Dr.  Gardner  Cox,  an  allopatliic  })hysician,  opened  an 
office  in  1868  and  eiglit  years  later  removed  to  llolyoke.  A  year 
after  his  removal  Dr.  Adolph  Franz  commenced  i)ractice  in  South 
Hadley  Falls  and  in  1908  he,  also,  went  to  Holyoke.  David 
E.  Ilarriman  opened  an  office  in  the  village  in  1899  and  has  not 
yet  moved  across  the  river. 

In  lire  eai'ly  forties  the  Thom{)sonian  system  of  Ncgetable 
medicines  and  hot  baths  for  the  cure  of  disease  became  very 
popular  throughout  Ne^v  England,  to  the  great  wrath  of  physi- 
cians of  the  old  school  and  believers  in  the  heroic  treatment  of 
allopathy.  The  newspapers'  eidai'ged  npon  the  foolishness  of 
the  new  practitioners  and  of  the  patients  \\  ho  trusted  them,  nuich 
as  they  speak  now  of  believers  in  the  Christian  Science  treatment. 
Frequent  mention  was  made  of  the  deaths  of  those  who  had  taken 
the  baths  to  cnre  disease  or  had  trusted  their  lives  to  doses  of 
'"composition."  Soutli  Hadley  ('enter  had,  at  one  time,  two 
Th()mi)sonian  doctoi's.  One  I'csided  in  the  house  at  ])i'esent  occji- 
pied  by  Dr.  Nathaniel  K.  Preston,  which  stood  then  wliei-e  the 
Woodbridge  Inn  now  stands  and  the  other  in  the  house  now- 
owned  by  the  Andi'cw  AlcElwain  heirs,  on  Co]|(\ge  street.  The 
throng  of  patients  at  both  houses  \vas  gi'cat  and  tlie  consumption 
of  wood  for  lieating  the  baths  was  enormous.  Put  while  the 
regulai-  doctors  and  their  followers  raged  the  Thomj)sonians  Avere 
not  mobbed  and  iniprisoned  as  the  venei'able  Dr.  Thompson  had 
been  in  New  Ham{)shire. 
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Asabel  ]\()l)ins()ii,  who  lived  in  the  ])uil(liii<^  on  (Jnyloi'd  street 
now  called  "the  taniieiy,"  ()^vllcd  a  lai-^e  tract  of  land  on  both 
sides  of  the  i)reseiit  street.  On  the  east  side  of  the  street  next 
north  of  Josiah  l^ardwelTs  i)asture,  ^vhi^'h  is  now  called  Klni 
Park,  he  had  a  ))rickyai'd,  whei-e  the  barn  and  sheds  of  the  Ijynch 
Brothers  Brick  ('oini)any  now  stand.  One  hnndi'ed  years  aj^o, 
Avlien  the  ]\obinson  brickyai-d  was  tiourishin,u',  there  was  no 
inachinei-y  to  do  the  woi-k'.  There  was  in  the  yai\l  a  level  piece  of 
beaten  <^ro\ind  on  which  clay  and  sand,  in  propel'  ])roport ions, 
wei-e  dmnped  and  wet  down  with  Bnttery  i^i-ook  water.  'I'hen 
<i  yoke  of  oxen  was  driven  to  and  fro  thi'on^ii  the  (*oni})onnd  nntil 
it  was  trodden  title.  The  workiiuMi.  havinii'  hand  frames  con- 
taining' four  or  ei.iiht  molds,  with  their  hands  pressed  the  sticky 
mass  into  the  molds.  The  bi-icks  were  then  struck  from  tlie  molds 
and  left  to  harden  in  the  sun.  When  forty  oi-  lifty  thousand  were 
ready  for  the  kiln,  they  Avei'e  piknl  up  and  burned. 

("harles  A.  l^ard^vell  has  a  bi'ick  of  t\vice  the  usual  size  wlii(di 
lias  imprinted  on  it  the  words,  'Muly  4,  181}),  llobinson  & 
Stanley,"  which  came  from  this  old  yai-d. 

Robinson  and  his  yard  had  vanished  for  many  a  year  A\hen 
Ebenezer  T.  Jiichards.  a  llolyoke  l)rickmaker,  in  iSbT.  })urchased 
■of  Joel  ]\rille.r  and  George  AV.  Bolton  some  tiftecn  aci'cs  of  land 
at  the  south  end  of  South  Tladhy  Falls  upon  which  he  established 
a  brickyard  that  for  many  years  did  a  lai*m'  business.  Kichards 
died  in  1882  and  the  business  was  continued  by  his  son,  (Jeorge, 
until  LSDo  when  the  yard  was  closed  on  account  of  the  exhaustion 
of  the  su}:)ply  of  sand  and  cla>'.. 

In  1880  Chai'les  A.  Bardwell  sold  his  nice  mo\\  i!i<^'  lot  of  ten 
acres  on  the  west  side  of  Ijamb  street  and  including'  tlie  ohl 
Robinson  brick'}'ard,  to  .Maurice.  Michael  and  John  Lynch  of 
llolyoke.  They  at  once  prei)ared  the  land  for  a  bi-ickya rd  and 
bought  of  the  Goepel  heirs  land  on  the  op[)osite  si(h'  of  the  strcc^t 
for  its  clay  and  sand.  Latei*,  tluw  ])urchased  the  Suhauek  lot, 
on  the  Granby  road,  which  is  a  solid  bank  of  cbiy.  The  brothers 
did  a  lai-ge  business  in  brick  making,  1)ut  have  all  ])assed  on  and 
the  sons  now  manage  the  Lynch  lirothers  Brick  Gomi)any. 

Jn  1880  Charles  Jxannenberg  bought  the  shiwc  of  his  tenant 
in  common,  John  Gaylord,  in  the  pasture  on  the  east  side  of  Lamb 
street,  o|)})osite  the  new  yard  of  the  Lynches,  and  set  nj)  a  brick- 
yard. Althougli  new  to  the  business  he  prospei'e<l.  In  1882, 
however,  an  offer  of  fifteen  thou.sand  dollars  tempted  him  and 
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lie  sold  tlie  yard  {o  1).  ,J.  and  P.  d.  [.aiidci-s  of  llolyokc.  Thi- 
Jjaii(l(M's  Hi'otluM's  j^i'eatly  enlarj^ed  the  yard  and  business. 

Fc)i'eseein*4' the  exhanstion  oJ'  the  ehiy  at  tlieii'  yard,  in 
they  honj^lit  fi'oni  Alary  Kilk'elly  t\venty-1  wo  and  a  lialF  aer(.\s 
of  hind  on  the  east  sick'  of  Newton  street  and,  a  few  yea  is  later, 
moved  tlieir  j)lant  to  tins  site. 

I^'ew  who  are  not  dii'iMdly  interested  can  I'eali/.e  the  amount 
of  business  done  by  these  yards.  Ten  and  fifteen  years  a'j'o,  when 
ll()lyok(!  was  bnildin<i'  mills  ami  bloeks,  these  yards,  in  more 
than  one  year,  tuivned  out  inm^teen  million  brielvs. 

Some  years  befoi-e  his  death,  Knu'iiles  Woodbrid^e  had 
allowed  his  favoi'ile  nephew,  Maltby  Stron;^,  to  use  his  ele.nant 
residence  for  a  boys'  boai'dinii'  sehool.  As  the  sehool  |)rosj)ered 
and  recjuired  lari^er  ([Uarters,  new  buildings  were  ereetinl,  uidil 
the  mansion  was  the  eentei-  of  quitt^  a  little  settlement.  The  honse 
of  Looiiiis  T.  Tiffany  \vas  one  of  these  buildings  and  two  wei-e 
aftei'wards  moved  to  the  north  side  of  Park  strtuM  as  h;is  before 
been  statinl. 

This  sehool  was  very  famons  in  its  day  and  had  stiuh'ids 
from  many  states.  Here  the  (Jilletts,  Howdoins  and  Dwij^hts  and 
many  other  South  lladley  boys  wei'e  fitted  foi-  eollej^e  or  business. 

These  studious  youths  added  unich  to  the  life  and  stir  of  tln' 
villaj^e  and  had  many  a  stout  iiuht  with  the  townies. 

But  the  (diief  j^lory  of  South  lladl(\\',  whieh  has  earried 
lier  fair  name  to  all  parts  of  the  habitable  ^lobe,  eame  to  her  in 
huml)le  «»'uise,  \n  the  year  IS'M). 

Alai'y  Ji\'on,  borii  in  l^ndvland,  Franklin  (\)uidy,  filled  from 
earliest  yoidh  with  a  eonsumin*^'  desire  for  luM'  own  education 
and,  later,  for  the  education  of  other  voun.i;  women,  in  Sei)tember, 
1884,  Slavered  hei-  connection  with  a  |)rosperous  boardinii'  school 
at  lpswi(di,  to  ^ive  hei'self  to  the  t'slabl ishment  of  a  seminary  f\)V 
llie  hiiiher  education  of  women,  llei-  enthusiastic  and  tiiH^less 
devotion  to  tlie  cause  |j;]'adually  drew  arouml  her  h(d})ful  friends 
and  won  contributions  of  many  a  widow's  mite  with  now  and 
then  the  lar.uer  *j;ifts  of  ste\\ai-ds  of  the  Ijord. 

Sunderland,  South  lladley  and  South  1  )e(*'i'lield,  each  offered 
tlie  sum  of  ei.uht  thousand  dollars  to  secure  the  location  of  the 
l)r()po.sed  institution  and  it  ^vas  only  aft(M-  prolon,u\>d  discussion 
and  by  a  bare  majority  that  tlu^  committee  ol' seven  of  Miss  Lyon's 
fi'iends,  w  ho  had  the  matter  in  chai-^c,  decided  in  favoi-  of  South 
Hadley. 
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On  February  10,  18.'^(),  William  1  iowdoin  and  Kcv.  .Joseph  D. 
Coiidit  of  Soutli  Iladley,  Rev.  rJolni  'i'odd  of  Xoi'lhanipton,  Sain- 
uel  VVilliston  of  Kasthanipton  and  David  (Mioatc  ol'  lioston,  wcit' 
incorporated  as  trustees  of  .Mt.  llolyola'  l^'eniale  Seminary. 

'I'lie  site  of  tlie  seminary  ^\■as  decided  upon  at  a  mcctni^'  of 
the  trustees  held  in  \^'M).    Messrs.  Kowdoin  and  Tylci-,  tlie 

Canal  Village  inend)ers  of  the  hoard,  wm'  not  pi-escnt  at  the  mcet- 
in^Li'  and  wei-e  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  selection.  They 
attempted  to  have  tlu^  vote  reconsidered,  hut  in  \'ain.  Miss  J.yon 
WJ'ote  a  fi-iend,  "I  am  Jiot  j)artial  to  the  spot  hut  1  dread  to  have 
the  suhjeet  a<.;itated. "  Her  lifelouLi'  friend,  i^'csident  Hitchcock 
of  Andierst,  in  his  life  of  her,  says,  "Some  wlio  are  familiar  with 
tlie  ji'roiuid  cainiot  hut  re^uret  that  a  more  eli^ihle  site  had  not 
l)een  chosen  from  among  the  heautifnl  huildinu'  spots  in  South 
Iladley." 

Ti'adition  has  it  that  a  si)ot  nortli  of  the  Misses  Ivistman's 
house  and  anothei'  near  the  Willard  Judd  farm  in  lower  h\dls 
^Yoods  were  considered  by  the  tiaistees  and  rejected. 

Among  the  eai'ly  fortunatt^  escapes  of  the  infant  iirstitution 
had  been  the  rejecting  of  a  name  compounded  for  it  b\'  a  zealous 
friend,  namely,  The  Pangynaskean  Seminai'y  wliicli,  being  ti-ans- 
lated,  signifies  the  seminary  in  which  all  the  powei's  ol'  woman 
should  l)e  cultivated.  The  news[Kipers  made  sarcastic  i-eferences 
to  this  name  and  chilled  to  some  extent  the  i)ublic  intei'cst  in  the 
]")i'oject. 

In  September,  18.SG,  after  the  excavation  f(U'  the  basement 
had  been  neaj'ly  completed,  a  defect  \vas  disco\'ered  in  the  Tounda- 
tion  and  an  exptu-t,  who  was  called  in  foi'  advice,  deeided  that 
the  foundation  ^\as  safe  Init  that  it  would  he  bett(^i-  to  move  it 
back  twenty-live  feet,  mak'ing  the  distance  IVom  the  highway  line 
sixty  feet. 

Then,  there  ^\fls  doubt  about  the  (piality  ol'  the  brick  jtui-- 
ehased,  but,  finally,  tliey  were  i)rononnced  not  bad  bid  pretty 
good.  These  ])i'icks  are  said  to  have  been  made  in  a  ya]-<l  opened 
for  the  ])urpose  on  the  high  bank  east  of  [^acheloi"'s  Urook  near 
the  noi'th  side  of  the  i*oad  from  South  Iladley  Center  to  Ilock-a- 
num. 

After  the  walls  were  well  underway,  one  morning,  w  hen  the 
masons  had  gone  to  their  seven  o'clock  breakfast,  aftei-  llie  cus- 
tomary two  hours  of  work,  the  structure  fell  to  the  ground.  Miss 
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Lyon's  only  reply  to  the  superinteiulent  who  eai'ried  lier  the 
news  was  to  thank  God  that  no  one  had  been  in  the  way  of  injnry. 

On  Oetober  3,  1836,  was  laid  the  cornei'stone  of  a  buildin^-" 
ninety-fonr  feet  Ion**',  fifty  feet  wide  and  four  stories  in  lieight, 
intended  to  acconnnodate  ei«^lity  yonng-  women  and  their  teaeliers. 

Miss  Lyon,  while  the  building-  was  goinj^'  u\)  and  in  i)i'oeess 
of  completion,  boarded  with  Rev.  ]\lr.  C'ondit,  pastor  of  the  viUajze 
ehureh,  and  one  of  the  board  bf  trustees  of  the  new  institution. 
Mr.  Condit  occupied  the  house  A\'hieh  now  stands  nearly  opposite 
Mrs.  Ilollingsworth's  I'esidenee,  but  which  tiien  stood  next  noi-th 
of  the  seminary,  on  land  which  is  now  a  part  of  tin;  ('o]k^<;e 
campus. 

She  .gave  all  of  her  time  to  overseeing  the  workmen  and  it  is 
fair  to  presume  that,  like  "the  builders  in  the  early  days  of  art," 
they  "wrought  with  greatest  care  eaeh  minute  and  unseen  part," 
for  the  energetic  little  woman,  Avith  auburn  hair,  a  nose  to  com- 
mand and  keen  blue  eyes,  saw  everywhere. 

On  November  8,  1837,  the  seminary  opeued  its  doors  to  eighty 
elect  young  women  while  other  eighties  had,  of  necessity,  to  be 
refused. 

On  ]\Tarch  5,  1849,  IMiss  Lyon  died,  only  fifty-two  years  of 
age.  In  a  little  over  eleven  years,  nineteen  Innidi'ed  young  women 
had  entei'ed.upon  the  course  of  highei'  education,  which  witli  rare 
exceptions,  in  all  ages  of  recorded  time  had  been  forbidden  to 
their  sex  and,  under  the  vital  force  of  her  personality  had  re- 
ceived a  mental,  moral  and  spiritual  uplift  which  the  world  has 
learned  to  recognize  as  the  t,ype  of  ^It.  Jlolyoke's  daughters, 
"cornerstones,"  indeed,  polished  after  the  similitude  of  a 
palace,"  as  reads  the  seminary  and  college  seal. 

It  was  freely  predicted  that  her  deatli  ^vould  end  the  "ex- 
periment," as  it  was  termed,  but  the  strength  of  the  Loi'd  in 
whom  she  had  trusted  was  made  perfect  in  weakness.  The  teach- 
ers, whom  as  pupils  she  had  trained,  and  on  whom  her  mantle 
fell,  took  up  the  burden  and  for  nearly  ludf  a  century  the  insti- 
tution as  seminary,  semhiary  and  college  an.d  as  chartered  college, 
continued  its  beneficent  and  ever-broadening  career. 

There  lacked  three  years  of  the  half  century  when,  on  that 
Sabbath  of  Se})teniber,  in  the  year  181)(),  the  l)uilding,  enlarged 
and  beautified,  indeed,  but  sacred  with  nuMiioi  ies  of  its  founder 
and  of  the  thousands  of  women  whose  lives  had  been  ennobled 
wdthin  its  walls,  stood  four  square  under  the  night  sky,  circled 
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and  shot  throiigli  with  consiiiiiiii^'  tiaiiies,  like  the  altar  biiilded  hy 
the  prophet  on  ^Mt.  Cariiiel  on  whieh  the  fire  of  the  Lord  fell. 

A<>ain  the  false  ju'ophets  i)redicted  the  end  of  the  experiment 
and  foolishly  wise  i)eople  planned  the  removal  of  the  college  frojn 
South  Hadley.  But  here  she  stands  and  here  she  will  i-emain 
wliile  llolyoke  and  ^It.  Tom  lift  their  blue  sininnits  to  the  sky. 

The  ten  aeres  of  land  whieh  the  trustees  hoiii^ht  in  18;U)  have 
broadened  into  one  Innidred.  The  buildin<4'  which  was  burned, 
dormitory,  refectory,  lecture  hall,  administration  office,  <iynnia- 
sium  aiul  cha])el  at  once,  has  been  succeeded  by  hall'  a  scoi'c,  each 
adapted  to  its  special  use  and  the  little  band  of  students  who 
made  the  beginning-  of  ]\lt.  llolyoke  has  multiplied  tenfold. 

It  was,  doubtless,  the  incoming-  of  this  new  element  of  wor- 
shippei's  that  made  the  first  parish  realize  the  need  of  a  more 
spacious  and  modern  t'hureh  buildinji,'  and  in  1844  the  meetin*.!'- 
house  of  1764  was  taken  down  and  a  new  chui'ch  erected  in  its 
j)lace. 

This  church  was  the  second  victim  of  the  besom  of  fire  which 
destroyed  the  i)rincipal  building'  of  the  Center  Villa<i,e,  within 
quarter  of  a  century. 

First  came  the  conlia^iration  ot"  the  hotel,  stoi'cs  and  ])ostofhce 
on  the  west  side  of  the  common,  when  the  seminaiy  girls  showed 
the  practical  efficiency  of  their  fire  drill  by  the  only  organized 
attempt  made  to  prevent  the  spi'cad  of  the  hre  along  the  sti'cet. 

l^efore  time  for  morning  services  c)n  Sunday,  Jainiary  17, 
1875,  the  third  church  was  bui-ned  to  the  gi'ound.  It  A\as  a  day 
of  raging  wind  and  the  blazing  shingles  carried  to  the  roofs  of 
houses  and  barns  on  Cold  Hill  and  in  (Jranby  West  Parish  a 
slight  return  for  the  ten  years'  war  which  was  waged  against  tlie 
building  of  its  innnediate  i)redecess()i'. 

A  new  church  which  cost  with  its  linishings  and  oi'gan  about 
twenty-eight  tliousand  dollars,  was  dedicated  Febr-uary  12-'],  187(). 

On  Sunday,  IMarch  4,  1894,  soon  after  the  Sabbath  school 
liad  been  dismissed,  this  church  was  found  to  be  on  lire  and 
speedily  went  the  way  of  its  ])redecess()r. 

The  present  beautiful  church  w^as  dedicated  January  16, 
1895,  and  may  it  long  be  the  last. 

Daniel  Lamb  died  December  27,  1819,  ajul  left  a  widow  who 
long  lingered  out  the  patrimony  of  \wv  step-children.  At  lier 
death,  in  1885,  none  of  his  children  survived  and  the  gi'andchil- 
di-en  iidierited  his  great  landed  estat(\    The  childivn  of  his  son 
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E/ekiel  hocaine  owners  of  most  of  llie  land  Ix^twecii  Hiiltery 
Bi'ook  and  Springfield  line.  One  of  their  earliest  acts  was  to  deed 
i)elween  two  and  liiree  acres  of  land,  witli  an  (Mili-anee  from  w  lial 
is  now  South  Main  street,  to  live  trustees  (tf  'fhe  .\ew  ]^ur>'in<;- 
(Jronnd  Association  of  South  iladle\'  Falls.  Tlie  uroiuids  hav(^ 
since  heen  enlai'^ed  and  are  now  controlled  hy  a  corpoi'at ion. 

It  was  many  years  after  the  canal  had  Ixhmi  in  succ(  ssfnl 
()|)e!"ation  hefoi'e  tlie  pi'oe(\ss.  known  in  oni'  days  upon  so  much 
lai'jjcr  a  scale,  of  associated  cai)ital  crowdinii'  iiul!\iduals  out  of 
a  line  of  business,  asserted  itself  nj)on  the  rivei-. 

(Iradually  i)oatin,Li'  companies  wei'e  foi'uied  which  coidroIhKl 
tlie  f reiiild inu'  business  of  certain  towns  oi*  sections  of  the  \alley. 
^''hey  owned  lar^.^er,  more  convenient  and  serviceable  boats,  whicli 
were  provided  with  snn<>'  cal)ins,  wvvv  well  i  i,u<^ed  with  masts  and 
main  antl  topsails  and  had  rudders  and  helms  instead  of  steerin*.^ 
oai's. 

Two  Sprini^tield  compaines  controlled  neai-l\'  all  the  busi- 
ness of  Iiamj)den  County. 

l>ardwell,  Ely  (-o.,  composed  of  dosiali  liai'dwell,  Ilij'am 
Smith  and  lironiihlon  Alvord  of  Sonth  lladley,  Whitinu  Street 
and  Josej)h  and  Peletiah  Ely  of  Ireland  l^arish,  and  David  Slron<>- 
of  Noi-1  hampton.  boated  for  Sonth  lladley,  Northampton  and 
adjacent  towns. 

'riu'ii-  head(piartei*s  was  at  the  Canal  Villa.u'c  in  the  laro-e 
fi'ame  buildin*^',  now  owned  by  Cliai-les  A.  l^ai'dwell  on  the  west- 
erly side  of  Bardwell  sti'cet,  but  which  then  stood  on  the  east 
bank  of  Hutteiy  l)rook,  south  6i'  and  at  a  riuht  aniih*  with  Main 
street.  The  street  in  those  days  was  neai'ly  on  a  le\el  with  the 
Ixsach. 

T1k>  Canal  Villa<;e  was  the  dist  ributinu'  ceidei'  for  a  lar^^-e 
poi-tion  of  east(M'n  llam])shire  County  and  there  was  a  deal  of 
business  done  in  the  old  storehouse. 

Iliram  Smith,  known  thi'oiiiihout  the  valley  as  ''l\in^- 
Hiram,"  was  the  chief  executi\'e.  Rrouuhton  Ah'ord  had  change 
of  business  at  Hartford  and,  upon  occasion,  could  throw  a 
troubh\some  riverman  or  town  rowdy  off  the  j)ier  into  the  river. 
David  Stroji<4  had  charj.'i^  of  the  U[)i'i\'ei'  business,  lie  was  well 
named  I'or.  when  I'lndly  thirsty,  he  could  lift  a  bai-rel  of  cidei*  by 
the  chimes  and  lake  a  drink'  out  (d'  the  bun'_i'  hole. 

'fhe  Pi'oprietors  of  the  l^ocks  and  Canals  realized  at  an  early 
date  that  a  lar^c  j)ortion  of  the  river  freij^ht  would  be  carried 
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no  farlluM-  iioiih  tlinn  Rultery  Brook  and,  in  1S(1(),  ol)laiiH'(l 
autlioi-ity  iVoiii  tln'  Icwislatiire  1o  levy,  Ix'hvccii  Chico[)("c'  \l\yvr 
and  Ijaiiih's  Ijandin<i',  at  tlie  foot  of  tlic  ureal  falls,  one  third  of 
ilie  tolls  charged  for  the  })ass;!,u(^  oi"  the  eaiial. 

Owini;  1()  the  hard  woi'k  of  poling'  ovei-  !Mi(ieId  Falls  af- 
tiiouj^h  a  nuniher  of  \vliat  were  called  'M^'alls  men"  were  nlways 
at  the  f(H>1  of  tlie  falls  I'eady  lo  helj)  a  crew,  the  hoats  used  foi- 
f'reij^lit  in^'  wei-e,  at  first,  (|nite  small,  rarely  exce(Mrm,u'  ten  tons 
in  capacity. 

^\f1ei'  the  lock's  and  canal  al  l^nlicld  were  comi)leted  in 
tlie  hoats  inci'eased  in  size  and  conhl  cai'rv  sixty  or  sevent\'  tons. 

In  Noveitd)er,  1(S2(),  steam  na\i,L;ation  was  iidi-oduced  hy  a 
small  st(M'n-wheeled  hoat  which,  passing  through  the  canals,  ran 
iij)  tlie  i-iver  from  Hartford  to  BelloNVs  Falls,  \'ermont. 

After  the  Knlield  Canal  was  reads'  for  business  the  use  of 
steamboats  for  towiiiii'  'duu^'crs,"  as  the  freight  boats  were  called, 
became  very  <^eneral.  In  IS,')!,  the  William  Hall  ran  as  a  tow- 
boat  between  Hartford  and  South  Iladley  Oanal  and  the  Ariel 
Cooley  took  boats  from  Stony  lii-ook  and  towed  tliem,  four  at 
a  tiiiie,  forty  miles  to  (Jreentield  in  ten  lioui's. 

The  lattei*  boat  was  a  st(U'n-wlieeler,  ninety  feet  lonu  and 
eighteen  feet  wide,  ^vith  two  lii<j,li  pressure  engines  of  twenty 
liorse  ])ow'ei'  each.  She  was  afterwai'ds  overhauled,  fitted  with 
more  powerful  eniiines  and  named  (Ji-eenliehk  In  M;iy,  1.S40, 
when  slie  was  a  short  distance  above  Smiths  Ferry,  her  boilers 
exploded,  killin<^'  Caj)tain  ("Crawford  and  two  other  men. 

It  was  only  at  a  lii,uh  sla^e  of  the  watei-  that  steamboats 
eould  ascend  Willimansett  I'ajnds.  At  other  lina^s,  as  in  fact 
at  all  times  of  the  boatinj^-  season  before  the  advent  of  steamboats, 
Captain  Kbenezer  Inui-aham,  who  lived  neai*  the  present  site  of 
the  Ilolyoke  Street  Railway's  ehMdi'ic  plant,  would  hitch  a  Ioiil:,' 
hawser  to  an  upward  bound  luu-ucr  and,  \vith  his  team  of  six 
liorses  and  two  oxen,  draw  the  boat  "ovei-  Willimansett." 
VVhetlier  tlie  multitudinous  voii'es  of  the  I'apids  or  the  Captain's 
vociferous  shouts  to  his  team  made  the  louder  noise,  risei'men 
never  could  a<;ree,  but  the  odds  rather  favored  the  Captain. 

After  the  boat  had  passed  through  the  canal  in  its  u[)i'iver 
voyage,  came  the  difficult  o])eration  of  "getting  out  at  the  head." 
On  account  of  the  rocky  natui-e  of  the  bank,  tlu^  canal  was  begun 
a  good  half  mile  below  the  head  of  the  rapiils.  The  current  was 
.swift  and,  in  high  water,  it  recjuired  fifteen  or  twenty  men  lo  get 
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a  boat  from  the  head  of  the  canal  to  smooth  water  above  the 
rapids.  This  was  done  by  ''tracking'."  A  k)n,L^'  rope  was  fastened 
to  the  boat's  mast  or  prow  and  tlie  tracknu'ii  attaclied  to  it  by 
yokes  and  collars,  would  clamber  i\Umg  the  bank  and  "haul  her 
over,"  with  the  assistance  of  polemen  on  tlie  l)oat  pushing  to 
keep  her  off  shore.  The  Proprietors  fnrnislied  these  trackmen 
free  of  expense  to  boatmen. 

Harry  Robinson,  who  has  been  credited  ^vith  the  invention 
of  the  swing  feriy,  bnilt  a  macliine  which  cjisily  i)ert'ormed  the 
work  of  the  trackmen  and  was  called  by  riveriiien  a  "fandango." 
Projecting  nbove  each  side  of  a  staunch  l)o;it  was  fastened  an 
upright  timber  strongly  braced.  These  supported  an  iron  axle 
whose  ends  extended  outside  of  the  uprights.  To  each  end  of 
the  axle  a  paddle  wheel  was  firmly  fixed  so  tluit  the  two  wheels 
revolved  with  the  axle.  The  axle  and  wheels  could  be  raised  or 
lowered  at  will.  An  inch  and  a  (piarter  cable,  some  two  thousand 
feet  long  and  anchored  well  above  the  ra})ids  was  attached  to 
the  axle.  When  the  fandango  had  been  pushed  out  into  the 
stream  and  the  i)a(ldle  wheels  let  tlown,  the  cui-rent,  Avinding  the 
cable  on  the  axle,  swiftly  drew  the  fandango  ui)sti'eam,  attended 
by  the  lugger  which  was  fastened  astern. 

On  ^larcli  1,  184*2,  five  .moneyed  men  of  Northampton  with 
their  associates,  were  incorporated  ns  the  Northampton  and 
Springfield  Ivail  Koad  Corporation,  to  build  a  road,  "Com- 
mencing within  one  mile  of  the  courthouse  in  Northampton^ 
crossing  the  Coiniecticut  Kiver  near  ^It.  llolyoke  and  passing 
down  the  valley  of  said  river,-  on  the  east  side  thereof  through 
a  portioji  of  lladley.  South  lladley  and  Springfield  to  meet  the 
track  of  the  Hartford  and  Springheld  Coi-poration  at  Cabotville;. 
or,  changing  from  said  line  at  or  near  Stony  Prook,  in  South 
lladley  and  passing  over  the  plains  and  crossing  the  Chicopee 
River  near  the  Falls  and  uniting  with  tlie  Western  Rail  Road 
easterly  of  the  dei)ot  in  Sprijigfield. "  The  capital  stock  was  to 
be  four  hundred  thousand  dollai's.  On  ]\larch  21,  1845,  the  name 
of  the  corporation  was  changed  to  that  of  the  Connecticut  River 
Rail  Road  Company  and  it  was  authorized  to' change  its  I'oute 
to  the  west  side  of  the  river.  The  rond  was  completed  to  ('abot- 
ville,  now  Chicopee  Junction  on  h'ebruary  28,  1845,  and  to 
Northampton  by  ]3ecember  15,  1845. 

South  lladley  pe{)))le  had  no  notion  of  being  side-tracked 
in  this  high-handed  way  and  i)i'ocured  a  charter  for  the  llamj)- 

106 


shire  and  llaiupden  Rail  Road  Company,  wiiose  line  was  to 
extend  from  Willimansett,  by  llockanum  and  Amherst  to  Grout's 
Corner,  noAV  IMiller's  Falls,  in  Monta<4'ue.  In  Jannary,  1847, 
engineers  were  surveying  the  route  between  AViJlimansett  and 
IToelcainim  and  lands  were  bonded  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
line,  but  the  project  never  went  beyond  a  first  assessment  of  three 
dollars  a  share,  payable  on  the  fifteen  day  of  the  next  March. 

This  is  the  nearest  approach  to  the  accpiisition  of  railroad 
facilities  that  the  town  has  had  and  the  probability  is  that  South 
Iladley  will  never  be  invaded  by  the  steam  horse. 

In  the  course  of  time  the  "Canal  Tavern"  had  passed  out 
of  the  hands  of  Landlord  Stockbridge  and,  under  the  less  careful 
management  of  men  who  made  the  barroom  ti'ade  tlu^  main 
feature  of  the  business,  had  become  known  as  a  "I'um  hole,"  and 
reputable  citizens  of  the  village  resolved  to  make  an  end  of  the 
disgraceful  use  of  the  old  building.  The  i)roi)erty  had  been 
inherited  by  Abigail  L.  Cooley,  a  granddaughter  of  Ai'iel  Cooley, 
and  she,  with  her  husband,  John  I.  Crandall,  were  living  in 
Charlemont,  Franklin  County.  After  nuu*li  negotiating,  on  the 
first  of  April,  1846,  Mr.  and  ]\frs.  Crandall,  in  consideration  of 
thirty-eight  hundred  dollars  conveyed  the  tavern  with  a  large 
parcel  of  land  to  Alonzo  Bardwell,  AVilliam  Bowdoin,  Joseph  C. 
Parsons,  Joseph  Carew,  John  (Jaylord,  James  A.  L'Amoreux, 
William  Pearson,  Otis  Goodman,  Alonzo  Lamb,  Stephen  Pepper 
and  Joseph  Town.  It  was,  undoul)tedly,  a  "white  elephant"  on 
the  hands  -of  these  resolute  temperance  men,  Init,  in  1848,  the 
newly  organized  GlasgOAV  Company  bought  the  property  from 
them  at  the  i)riee  which  they  had  paid,  with  interest. 

In  the  year  1846  Fairbanks  &  I>rothers,  scale  makers  of  St. 
Johnsbury,  Vermont,  were  desii'ous  of  removing  their  large  and 
growing  manufactoiy  nearer  to  the  business  centers  of  the 
country.  George  C.  Ewing,  manager  of  theii'  New  York  house, 
in  his  stage  coach  rides  up  aiul  do^vn  the  valley,  had  discerned  the 
possibilities  of  Ireland  Parish  as  the  site  of  a  gi'cat  manufactur- 
ing city,  using  the  i)ower  furnished  by  the  South  Iladley  falls. 
Acting  upon  his  suggestion,  they  proceeded  in  a  quiet  way  to 
buy  the  rather  sandy  farms  which  lay  west  of  the  i-iver  in  Ireland 
Parish.  In  the  couivse  of  a  yeai'  nearly  all  the  land  that  was 
needed  had  been  secured  and,  assisted  by  Boston  capitalists,  they 
organized  the  Iladley  Falls  Company,  with  a  capital  of  one 
million  dollars,  to  develop  and  control  the  enterprise. 
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Latei'  ill  tlie  sensoii  work  was  lH'*i'rni  upon  llu'  const  imk-I  ion 
of  a  Mooileii  (lam  aci'oss  Ilu>  r\\e\\  ovoi'  one  thousand  IVct  loni;-, 
with  a  stone  ahntiiuMit  at  each  end.  Over  two  inillion  I'ci't  of 
luinhiM'  were  usihI,  mainly  luMidodc.  Most  ol'  this  was  lioat'.^d  down 
the  I'ivcr  from  Veiaiiont  or  xXcw  1  lampsliire.  'I'he  timhei-  \Vas 
framed  at  tlie  head  of  the  canal  and  sent  (hiwn  the  canal  as  it 
was  wanted  foi'  nse. 

The  sills  of  the  (him  wei'e  veiy  lai'ii'e  tim])i'rs.  forty  or  more 
feet  lon<;'.  Then'  A\ere  laid  lengthwise  of  tlie  stream  and  were 
bolted  to  the  ])ed  i-ock.  The  bed  of  the  ri\'ei'  was  uneven  and,  in 
some  places,  it  was  necessary  to  blast  out  the  rock  where  a  sill 
was  to  be  laid,  A\hile  in  otiiers,  moi*e  or  less  blocking  uj)  of  timbers 
was  needed  and  lonuer  bolts  had  to  be  used.  Tliese  sills  were 
six  feet  aj)art  from  center  to  center.  Posts  of  lengths  which 
varied  with  the  upsti'e:nii  sloi)e  of  the  dam  were  framed  into  each 
sill  and  also  into  eacli  of  foui-  tind)ers  oi'  "st  retchei-s"  which 
bound  the  posts  to^ietluM*.  'i'he  front  of  the  dam  was  j)er})endicu- 
lar.  It,  as  well  as  the  sloping'  to]),  was  covei'cd  with  hendock 
planks  four  inches  thick.  The  ci'cst  of  the  dam  was  i)i'otected  by 
strii)s  of  boiler  iron,  six  to  eij_iht  feet  lonj^'.  The  overfall  pi'ojected 
twelve  feet  beyond  the  ci-est  of  the  dam  and  ^\■as  slightly  inclined. 
^  It  was  framed  of  timbers  twelve  inches  s(piar(^  nwd  was  planked 
and  covei'ed  with  iron  like  the  dam.  Across  the  full  len<ith  of  tlu^ 
dam  was  a  footbi'id'^e,  thi-ee  feet  wide  ami  a  i'ew  feet  above  the 
l)ase.    This  was  intended  for  use  in  inspect ini:'  the  dam. 

On  Thursday,  November  Ki,  184cS,  at  ten  minutes  before 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morninu',  the  i^ates  of  the  ^I'eat  dam  wei'e 
sluit,  anrid  cheers  of  the  j)eople  who  cr()^\■(led  the  bank's  of 
the  rivei*.  ^Phe  water  was  so  completely  shut  off  that  the  bed 
of  the  I'iver  below  the  dam  was  entirely  dry  except  foj-  little 
])Ools  in  hollows  of  the  rock,  llnndi'cds  Hocked  (l()wn  to  pi'omen- 
ade  the  f(.)otbrid^'e,  to  wander  oNcr  the  rocky  bottom,  to  gather 
mementoes  of  the  ^^reat  day  and  to  catch  the  lish  which  had  been 
stranded  in  the  i)0()ls.  About  n(,)on,  a  small  s[)urt  of  watei'  was 
noticed  at  the  base  of  tlie  dam  about  midstream  and  biaisli  and 
gravel  were  thi'own  in  above  the  dam  to  sto|)  the  leak,  liatei-, 
water  began  to  ooze  through  the  stone  masoin-y  at  the  west  end. 
About  twenty  minutes  jiast  three  o'clock,  when  the  water  was 
within  two  feet  of  the  crest  of  the  dam,  it  was  j)()nring  through 
the  western  abutment  in  such  streams  thai  the  workmen  were 
ordered  to  quit  and  tly  for  their  lives.   Harvey  Kice,  Isaac  lladley 
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(iiid  Ijcvi  Dickinson,  all  of  Soiilli  ll;i<llcy  (*;ni;i!,  with  scNcral 
otlier  jucn  were  in  a  Iai\n'e  Hal  ])oat,  trying'  to  sloj)  llie  l(\iks  half 
way  across  the  ri\'er  and  bai-ely  i-eachcd  sliore  Ixd'oi-e  llic  dam 
t^ave  way  witli  a  loar  wliich  was  licard  in  (Ji'anby.  Most  of  the 
speclators  were  wa1chin«i'  the  ma-somy  at  the  ^v(^st  end  ex|)ectin_u' 
ever\'  nionient  that  it  woidd  ^ive  way,  bnt  the  break  eaiiie  near 
tlie  ciMiter  of  tlie  dam.  Practical  men,  who  had  \\(>rked  on  the 
strnci nre,  ,uenei'all\'  a<i'reed  in  saying'  that  on  acconnl  of  the  im- 
perfect l)()ltinii'  of  the  sills  to  bed  rock',  the  pressnre  of  the  water 
ti[)ped  th(^  dam  ovei*.  The  wave  of  watei'  which  went  down- 
stream swe))l;  Main  sti'cet,  South  lladley  Falls,  which  was  then 
neai'ly  on  a  level  with  the  beach,  i-eached  the  foot  of  the  terrace 
on  which  the  L'Amoreux  house  stands  and  washed  into  the  hi.uh 
bank  of  South  Main  street.  The  ferryboat  had  just  landed  pas- 
sen^ei's  on  the  South  lladley  side  when  the  tlood  swept  it  "over 
Willimansett. "  Aside  from  that  of  a  lior.s<'  tied  to  a  post  on  .Main 
street,  no  life  was  lost. 

The  wooden  pai't  of  the  dam  was  almost  entirely  carried 
away  beyond  recovery  and  the  total  damajic  was  estimated  at  lifty 
thousand  dollars. 

One  wicideiit  of  the  disaster  which  has  floated  down  the 
years  concei'iis  dames  K.  Mills,  the  hustlini;'  a^ent  of  the  ILadley 
Falls  Company,  \\ho  was  as  energetic  in  lauLiuaLie  as  in  action, 
lie  used  the  newly  estal)lished  teleg'ra})h  line  to  lioston  for  hourly 
despatches  to  keep  the  directors  advised  of  th(^  j)rogi-.css  of  the 
^•reat  woi'k.  At  such  an  hour  he  rej)orle(l  that  the  water  was 
at  a  certain  height  on  the  dam;  sixty  miniiles  latei',  the  watci- 
Avas  so  much  highei',  at  three  o'clock  the  water  was  within  two 
feet  of  the  ci-est  of  the  dam  and  at  half-past  three  he  telegrajdied, 
"Dam  gone  to  hell  by  way  of  Willimansett." 

Now,  Canal  Village  had  anotliei"  (it  of  llie  blues.  However, 
tlie  lladley  h\dls  Comj^any  made  pre[)aral  ions  <it  once  for  re- 
building the  dam  and  there  were  busy  limes  al  the  "  h(^ad  of  the 
canal"  whei-e  the  timber  wcm'c  framed,  in  Ihe  early  moidhs  of 
1848. 

During  that  winter,  also,  William  Dowdoiii.  Charles  Peck' 
and  (Jeorge  Af.  Atwatei-  were  incoiporated  as  Ihe  (dasgow  Com- 
])any,  with  a  cai)ital  of  three  hundi'cd  thousand  dollars,  to  manu- 
facture cotton,' ^voolen,  woi'stcd  or  silk  goods,  at  South  lladley. 

A  little  later,  d()sej)h  Cai'cw,  bh-ancis  M.  (*are\\  and  James  P>. 
Kumrill  were  incorporatiHl  as  the  Cai'e>v  .M a n id'act uring  Com- 
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paiiy  to 'maiuifacture  paper  at  South  ITadley,  with  a  capital  not 
to  exceed  seventy-five  thousand  dolhii's.  'J'lie  paid-up  capital 
Ava.s  tliirty-five  thousand  doHars  and  was  never  inci'eased. 

In  the  spi'in«4'  of  1S48,  tlie  "burnt  disti'ict.''  nliere  the  ruins 
of  the  old  mills  stood,  was  invaded  by  the  buildei's  of  new  mills 
^«uk1  the  Canal  Villa^(\  now  cominii'  to  be  known  as  South  lladley 
Falls,  was  alive  ai^'ain. 

With  tlie  ])assin«i'  of  the  old  canal  and  tlic  raising-  of  the 
river  tliirty  feet  al)ove  the  i'U«iL:ed  bed  which  foi-  luitold  au'cs 
had  toi'ii  and  fi'ctted  its  cui'i'cnt,  the  Canal  ViMa^c  lost  one  of  its 
most  atti-active  s[)()ts.  Between  tlie  canal  and  i'iv(M*  was  a  phdeau 
of  varyin<^-  width  aloni;'  wliich  i-an  tlie  tow|)ath.  It  stood  some 
thirty  feet  above  the  i-ivei'  level  and,  on  the  banlc,  sometimes 
.slopiufi",  sometimes  a  i)recii)ice,  j^reat  trees  round  footing'  to  shoot 
U})  and  overarch  the  pathway,  while,  interspersed,  was  all  the 
thick,  wild  growth  of  bushes,  vines  and  llowei'ing  ])lants  tliat 
haunts  the  riverside,  'i'he  fresh,  cool  air,  beneath  the  shading- 
trees,  was  alive  with  musical  tones  that  I'ose  from  the  swift  tiow 
of  the  river  in  its  rocky  bed.  Here,  if  ever,  was  the  place  for 
*■  sessions  of  sweet,  silent  thought.''  Here  the  ministers  came  to 
})onder  the  "deep  things  of  (Jod''  and  ju-epare  their  two  sermons 
for  the  coming  Sabbath.  Here  the  children  found  their  hapjnest 
playground,  llei'e,  of  an  evening,  tired  workers  sought  I'cst  and 
i-efresliment  and  liere,  as  the  evening  grew  to  its  end,  was  the 
lovers'  walk. 

On  June  (i,  1850,  Alonzo  Lamb  conve\'e(l  to  "l^enjamin  Cong- 
don  of  Sturbridge,  Augustus  Rice  of  Fitchburg  and  Stej)lien  C. 
Weld  of  ralmer,  land  on  the  east  bank  of  the  (Connecticut  River, 
above  the  dam  at  South  lladley  Falls,  and  they  at  once  erected  a. 
mill  for  the  iiianufacture  of  boxes  and  box  shooks.  The  next  Jinie 
Kice  sold  to  his  partners  his  one-third  interest  in  the  i)lant  and 
business  of  Congdon,  AVeld  &  Co.,  and  they,  on  the  same  day, 
Isold  the  share  to  Ste[)hen  llolman  of  b'itchburg.  In  September, 
181)4,  .Mr.  Weld  sold  his  interest  to  his  partners  and  in  Decembei', 
18(J7,  Mr.  llolman  sold  his  half  interest  to  William  K.  Congdon, 
son  of  the  senior  partner.  The  lirm  did  a  large  business,  having 
in  fact  nearly  a  monopoly  of  the  manufacture  of  packing  cases  for 
the  mills  of  Chicopee  and  llolyoke.  Soon  after  iMr.  llolman  left 
the  hrm,  the  plant  was  burned  down.  11  Coiigdon  &  Son  I'cbuilt 
on  a  larger  scale  with  every  modern  improvement  and  a  fine 
iirrangement  for  hauling  logs  from  the  river.    But  they  began 
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to  meet  with  eoiiiix'titioii  and,  beiiii:'  on  tlie  wroii^'  side  of  the 
river,  wei-e  subjected  to  expenses  wliieh  disrd)led  tlieni  from 
hokling  their  cnstomei's.  Failure  was,  therefore,  ])nt  a  (|uestion 
of  time.  Then  came  the  tire  that  so  often  foUows  faihire  aiid 
the  llolyoke  Water  Power  Company  purcliased  the  hnul. 

The  sehoolhonse  wliieh  tlie  Soutli  rrccinet  voted  in  1738 
to  build  and  which  was  not  finished  nnlil  1704,  one  yeai*  after 
South  lladley  had  been  incorporated,  remained  on  its  orij^inal 
site  until  about  182(),  when  it  was  moved  to  a  lot  ou  the  easterly 
side  of  what  is  now  College  sti-eet,  foi'ty  feet  wide  and  sixty  feet 
deep  which  Joseph  Story  sold  to  the  ]\liddle  School  District.  Tn 
1847  the  a<^'ents  of  the  North  Division  of  School  District  Number 
On(^  conveyed  the  land  and  building-  to  the  a^^cnts  of  the  South 
Division  of  Scliool  District  Number  One.  In  October,  1848, 
Jonathan  Bui'nett  sold  to  School  District  Number  One  the  land 
south  of  his  residence  on  the  west  side  of  OoHeiic  street  whei-e 
the  South  Middle  sehoolhonse  was  built.  The  sehoolhonse  and  lot 
were  sold  by  the  town  to  eTonathan  Burnett  in  1870,  when  the 
scliool  district  system  Avas  abolished. 

In  1847,  the  old  hrst  sehoolhonse  and  its  site  were  sold  to 
Eliza  IM.  Dwight,  who  lived  next  south  of  Shubael  Cook  ami 
owned  the  land  noi'th,  east  and  south  of  tlu^  preiinses.  Two  years 
later  she  sold  her  homestead  and  the  sehoolhonse  lot  to  Sheldon 
Snow.  ^[r.  Snow  ten  yeai's  later  sold  the  school  lot  and  other  land 
to  Lorenzo  AV.  Lyman.  From  Mv.  Lyman  the  i)roperty  i)ass(^d 
to  Fannie  A.  Esterbi'ook  and  it  is  now  o^vned  by  the  col]e,u(\ 

The  school  building"  "was  moved  to  the  I'ear  of  Mr.  Snow's 
house  and  made  into  a  shoe.shop  and  after  moving'  on  once  moi-e 
is  now  used  as  a  storehouse  by  Ilowai'd  (Jayloj'd  &  Co.,  !)eing  the 
oldest  building  in  town  except  the  d\\'elling  which  was  the  fii-st 
meetinghouse. 

On  November  8,  1848,  Cyrus  and  ljuther  Alvord  conveyed  to 
School  District  Number  Two,  for  school  purjjoses  only,  the  land 
on  which  the  Falls  AVoods  sehoolhonse  no^v  stands.  The  school- 
house  which  was  built  at  the  intei-sect  ion  of  .\lvord  and  D\ man 
streets  in  17G9,  had  in  its  two  rooms  accommodated  ninety  pupils 
at  a  time  wlien  large  families  wei-e  the  I'ule  in  Falls  Woods.  It 
was  sold  and  eonvei'ted  into  a  tenement  but  was  torn  do^\■n  a  few 
years  ago. 

About  1846  a  small  sehoolhonse  was  built  at  the  corner  of 
High  and  North  Main  street  in  South  lladley  Falls,  on  land 
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wliose  use  was  uiven  \)y  Aloiiz)  IjHihI).  ?\lr.  L:iiiil)',s  son,  neacoii 
(l(»()i';4'e  Vj.  Ijaiul).  has  this  year  boiiuht  the  hiiihliiii;'  and  llu'  town 
has  sMi'i-endcred  all  vi.uht  to  use  of  the  hind. 

Tlio.se  who  lived  near  tli(^  ohl  white  s('li()ol]ioiise,  at  Sonth 
Hadley  F^dls,  disliked  it  so  nnieh  as  a  neiuhljoi-  that  they  e<)idd 
not  wait  foi'  the  six  thousand  years'  ttM-ni  oL'  Ariel  Cooh'x  's  h^ase 
to  expire  hut,  in  IS,")!,  i)ersiiaded  tl;e  voters  of  tlie  district  to  hny 
eig'hty-four  I'ods  of  land  from  Mis.  Edith  (JiHetl  on  what  was 
thei'eaftei"  known  as  Sehool  street,  llei'e  a  brick  sdioolhouse  was 
built  at  once  and,  with  sundry  alterations  and  enhu\L!,(Mii('nts,  it 
is  in  use  today. 

The  disearded  sehoolhouse  was  sold  by  the  Cooh'v  heirs  to  the 
Glasgow  C()ni})any  and  has  sinee  l)een  occupied  by  repi-esentat i ves 
of  each  ne\v  nationality  that  has  come  to  town  until  it  has  becotne 
so  dila})idated  that  there  are  none  so  poor  as  to  li\'e  in  it. 

In  May,  ISol,  the  First  Parish  of  South  lladley,  in  con- 
sideration of  one  hundi'ed  and  lit'ty  dollars,  conveyed  to  nineteen 
mend)ers  of  the  })ai'ish,  who  had  formed  the  South  lladley  i\cad- 
eniy  Assoeiation,  laiul  at  the  noi'theasteily  corner  of  Park  and 
Colh\u'e  sti'eets,  which  lay  west  of  a  line  di'awn  one  foot  wi'st  of 
the  horse  sheds.  The  ai-ademy  had  alread\'  been  built  upon  the 
land.  The  ambitious  plans  for  an  institution  that  should  rival 
Hopkins  Academy  of  lladley,  or  Deerfield  Academ\',  wim-c  never 
realized.  The  building-  served  at  times  as  a  high  .-.chool  houst^ 
and  was  nmeh  used  by  the  Ingi'aham  Brass  l^and  foi"  [)racticing 
and  eoiu'erts.  In  fJanuaiy,  f8()(),  the  land  and  l)uildiug  wci-e  re- 
conveyed  to  the  P^ii'st  Parish  for  eleven  Innulred  and  fil*t\'  dollars. 

^riie  second  dam  aci'oss  the  Connecticut  l\ivcr  had  not  long 
been  completed  before  Deacon  .\lonzo  Bardwc^ll  of  South  lladley 
Falls  took  steps  to  secure  the  building  of  a  bridge  between  that 
village  and  the  infant  town  oL'  llolyoke. 

In  April,  1850,  the  legislature  made  Alonzo  liai'dwell, 
Chai'les  Peck  and  dames  11.  (Mapp  a  cor[)oration  under  the  name 
of  the  South  lladley  1^'alls  Hridge  (*ompany,  to  erect  a  toll  bridge 
between  Chapin's  brick  store,  the  building  now  occU[)ic(l  by  the 
Public  Ijibi'aiy,  and  the  public  landing,  on  the  South  lladley 
side  and  between  the  west  side  of  Hridge  sti'cet  and  Hie  swing 
ferry  landing,  on  the  llolyoke  side  of  the  ]'i\er.  The  co)iij)any 
was  authorized  to  hold  real  and  personal  ])ro])erty  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  seventy  lliousaiul  dollars.  The  bi-idge  was  to  i)e 
of  wood  and  at  least  tw(Mity-six  i'vvt  in  \vidth.    The  charter  was  to 
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be  forfeited  if  a  bi*itl<i"e  had  not  lieeii  eo]iiplet(Ml  at  the  oiid  of  tive 
years  from  the  date  of  the  act. 

Ill  IMareli,  1855,  tlie  eliai-ter  was  renewed  foi'  the  tenii  of 
five  years  fi'om  A])ril  24,  1855. 

On  Api'il  27,  18()5,  Ahni/o  BardweM,  Stewart  S.  (Miase  and 
8tej)lien  Ilolinan,  1lie  last  two  heiii^'  cili/eiis  of  llolyoke.  were 
ineorpoi'ated  as  tlie  llolyolce  and  Soiitli  Iladley  l^\ills  l^ridj^e 
(.\)iii])any,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  d(»llars  and 
pi'ovisions  similar  to  those  of  the  preeedin.u'  ehai-ters. 

In  18GG  the  company  Avas  autlioi'ized  l)y  the  leuishiture  to 
construct,  maintain  and  rise  a  horse  i*ailway  trnek  over  the  l)rid,i;e 
to  l)e  built  by  it. 

Mr.  (Miase  was  a^ent  of  the  llolyoke  \Vat(M'  Power  ('(unpnny 
which,  lu^ai'Iy  six  years  before,  had  succeedi'd  to  the  ownership 
of  the  dam,  canals  and  town  site  of  the  insolvent  lladh'y  h'all-s 
Company. 

The  Water  ]\)wer  Company  was  then  possessed  with  the 
notion  that  llolyoke  innst  be  suri-ounded  hy  a  wall  to  [)revent 
peoi)le  who  had  once  veidured  Avithin  liei-  bounds  from  Lioin<,' 
elsewhei-e  to  live. 

In  pursuance  of  this  })oliey,  the  two  llolyoke  mcmbei's  of 
the  Hrid<i,e  Conrpany  found  ready  excuses  to  dehiy  tlu'  beuinninic 
of  woi'k  initil  Deaeon  Hardwel!  died  in  lS(iS.  a  hitterly  disap- 
pointed man. 

.MeaiiAvhile  the  travel  fi-om  the  eastern  towns  to  llolyoke 
had  far  outjii'own  the  fen-y  facilities.  .\t  times,  when  travel 
was  jA'ood,  esp(.'cially  in  winter,  thei'c  would  he  lifty,  sixly,  ei.i^lity 
or  more  twodiorse  teams  waitin^j,'  to  cross  the  ri\'er  to  llolyoke 
and  nearly  equal  inimbers  of  tliose  wliich  patiently  walclied  Iheir 
tm'ii  to  rejj;ain  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

Messrs.  Chase  and  llolman  little  realized  the  honan/a  \\liich 
they  wei'c  thr()wine-  away  while  tluw  souiiht  !(.  k-eej)  people  sinit 
np  in  llolyoke. 

The  last  chai'ter  had  yet  six  months  of  life  when,  late  in 
Octobei',  IStil),  .Mr.  Ijyman,  eilitor  and  proprieloi-  of  the  llolyok(i 
Ti-iuiscripl ,  liol)e]'t  1>.  flohnson.  treasui-er  of  the  Iio|_\-oke  Savin«;s 
13ank  and  Anstin  L.  Sli\nn\vay,  the  leadin.i^-  dry  ,i;(»ods  merchant 
of  llolyoke,  came  to  the  ofhce  of  \l.  O.  Dwi.tiht,  in  South  Iladley 
Falls  and  with  him  visited  the  oflices  of  the  Carew.  Hampshire 
and  (Jlasg'ow  C!om[)anies  to  discuss  the  pioject  of  biiildiuL;'  a  free 
bridge  across  the  Conne(dicut  Iviver.     .Messrs.  Joseph  Carew 


Jolm  11.  Southwortli  and  Theodore  W.  Ellis,  tiie  lieasiireis  of  the 
companies,  entlnisiastieally  favored  IIk^  j)laii  and  furnished  the 
money  to  j)a\'  the  e\])enses  of  a  snrvey.  to  he  ni:i(h'  at  once,  'fhis 
survey  was  made  very  soon  aftei'wai'ds  i)y  Stockwell  Bettes,  civil 
enj^'ineer  of  S[)rin«;fie]d,  wlio  also  furnished  plans  for  a  hi'id^j,e. 

^riien  followed  conferences  with  leadini:'  citi/eiis  of  llolyoke. 
South  lladhn'  and  tlie  eastern  towns.  The  newspapers  l{)ok'  up 
the  cause  ami  l)y  tlie  lime  the  leiiislat ure  met  in  .laiiuar\-,  ISTO. 
petitions  in  favor  (d'  the  fi-ee  hridu'e,  siuiied  1)\-  hflccn  liundi'cd 
taxpayers  and  voters  of  llolyoke.  South  lladley,  (ii-anhy,  Uelcher- 
town,  EnHeld,  Ludlow,  Andierst  and  lladlex'  wow  I'cady  for 
presentation. 

Deacon  Edwin  Cliase  of  llolyoke,  lia\'iim  served  a  term  in 
the  Senate,  liad  tlie  most  le^uislative  experience  of  any  of  the 
petitioners  and  spent  most  of  the  winter  at  I>oston  in  the  interest 
of  the  movement.  .AFessrs.  Slunnway  and  Dwi^iit  also  s})ent  time 
about  the  State  House  prei)arin^'  for  the  hcaiin^'  before  the 
Committee  on  Koads  and  l^rid^es.  At  the  liearini^',  all  the  towns 
interested  ^vere  represented  and  no  one  a|)pearcd  in  op])osition. 

A  special  providence  seemed  to  attend  the  movement  for, 
wdien  the  connnittee  of  the  Ici^islat ure  came  to  llolyoke  to  view 
the  proposed  site  of  the  bridge,  a  ^reat  freshet,  most  unusual 
at  that  tinie  of  year,  had  swept  away  the  ferry  boat  and,  as  the 
connnittee  appeared  on  the  llolyoke  bank,  the  crowd  of  ])eoi)le 
who  stood  on  the  I'iver  wall  in  South  lladley  Falls,  where  the 
bridge  approach  now  is,  could  only  helplessly  \\ave  their  hands, 
while  the  I'iver  i'a<^ed  between. 

The  committee  prom})tly  reported  the  bill  which  had  accom- 
panied the  i)etiti()ns  and  it  was  enacted  with  little  opposition. 
This  was  the  first  act  for  the  construction  of  a  free  bridge  across 
the  Connecticut  River  that  ])assed  the  legislatun^  of  any  of  the 
four  I'iver  states. 

The  construction  of  the  bridge  was  placed  in  chai'ge  of  a 
joint  boai'd  of  the  comnussionej's  of  Hampden  and  llampshirt^ 
counties.  Sevei-al  hearings  were  held  by  this  board  before  the 
location  was  decided  n])on.  II})  to  the  date  of' the  ])assage  of  the 
bill,  it  had  been  agreed  by  all  i)arties  in  interest  that  tlu^  l)ridge 
should  be  placed  where  it  now  stands. 

Not  long  before  the  connnissioners'  hearings  began,  some 
malign  intluence  suggested  that  a  location  just  below  the  dam, 
from  near  the  Carew  office  to  High  street  in  llolyoke,  would 
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l)etter  aecoimnodate  tlie  ])iil)lie.  There  was,  at  (nice,  a  shai'p  and 
C'lnbittcred  division  in  tlie  ranks  of  tlie  friends  of  tlic  free  l)ridji(\ 
Cai)ital  favored  the  new  suji'^estion  while  llie  i)eoi)h'  who  wonhl 
make  most  use  of  the  bridge  fought  foi*  1h(^  oi'i^inal  h)eation. 
]\[any  years  have  i)assed  and  tiie  decision  of  tlie  hoai'd  has  l)e(Mi 
fidly  j list i lied. 

An  ii'on  bi-id^'e.  sixtcH^n  Inindred  feet  h)nu'  and  twenty-seven 
feet  wich^  Avas  l)uilt  at  an  expcMise  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
tlionsand  dollars  and  opiMied  to  li'avel  in  IST'J. 

'i'his  hridm'  hecame  insuilieiiMit  for  Ihe  aecoiiimodat ion  of  the 
ti'avel  across  it  and  was  replaced  in  ISKO  hy  the  pi'esent  structu)*e, 
Avhich  is  eighteen  feet  wider  lhan  ils  pi'cdccessor.  The  new  bridge 
was  huilt  around  the  old  one,  with  liltle  inlei'rupt  ion  ol'  ils  use. 

The  fine  water  i)()wer  on  Bachelor's  Bi-ook,  A\'est  of  the  high- 
way at  Pearl  City,  ^\■as  first  used  for  a  mill  in  which  dosiah  Snow 
and,  after  him,  his  son,  Spencei-  Snow,  liround  hemlock  hark  for 
theii'  tanniM-y.  Towai'ds  the  end  ol'  lsr)4:  l\/.ra  Allen  l)ouL:,ht  the 
Snow  "hai-k  mill  lot"  and  hy  ISoT  had  ac<pured  all  the  land 
around  the  lower  falls  of  the  Brook.  In  that  year  he  and  his 
son,  K'/A'ix  Au,u'ustus  Allen,  huilt  what  was  t'oi-  that  day  a  lirst 
class  mill  for  makin<i'  manila  i)ai)er.  In  -lanuary.  KSlif).  this 
mill  was  sold  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  Samuel  Converse 
who,  a  year  later,  sold  the  plant  for  eij^iiteen  Ihousand  dollars  to 
(ieor^e  M.  Stearns  and  a  niniiher  ol*  otlici'  Cliicopcn^  men,  with 
Frederick  Taylor  and  S.  Mills  Cook  of  (iranhy.  They  houiiht  as 
tenants  in  common  and  theyonthl'nl  attoi*ney,  who  was  to  Itecoiiie 
the  l)i-illiant  and  beloved  leader  of  the  Hampden  bai',  owned  a 
one-tliirty-second  shai'e  ()f  the  ])r()i)erty.  (Jradually,  the  Cliico[)ee 
pi-oprietors  sold  theii'  interests  and,  at  last,  the  (;raid)y  men  be- 
came sole  owners.  Under  the  firm  name  of  Taylor,  Cook  Co, 
they  conducted  a  prosperous  business  i\)v  some  years  until  tluM-i; 
came  that  fatal  fire  Avliich  ends  .so  man\'  business  enterprises  on 
our  smaller  streams. 

On  the  south  side  of  Buttery  Brook  and  east  of  tlie  old 
Sprint^'Held  road  tliere  stood  until  some  ten  years  auo  a  frame 
buildiiij^'  which  was  known  as  the  Red  Shop.  When  or  by  whom 
it  was  built  neither  records  uor  tradition  tell,  but  about  sixty- 
five  years  ago  it  Avas  occupied  by  Stei)hen  Merchant  for  Ihe  lirst 
manufactory  of  friction  matclies  in  the  valley  if  not,  in(h'ed,  the 
-very  first  one  in  the  United  States.  They  Avere  made  iji  cards  like 
tlie  connnon  matches  now  in  use  and  each  card  was  {lip])ed  by 
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liaiid  into  a  prepai-atioii  of  snlplmr.  The  cards  were  ])la(M'cl  in 
piles  to  (Ivy  and,  wlien  dried,  were  packed  in  l)()xes  foi-  sale.  Mr. 
^lerclinnt  and  liis  family,  Avith  the  assistance  of  a  DeWitt  l)oy 
from  (h'anby,  did  the  mannfact nrinu  and  when  ;i  one-lutis*^  wauon 
hjad  had  been  ])repai'ed,  Mv.  Alercfuint  peddled  his  ^oods  aronrKl 
tlie  count)'y.  A  man  who  claimed  lh;it  Alcrclwinl,  in  some  N\'ay, 
liad  infringed  a  patent  Aviiich  lie  held  sned  ;iiid  alladied  all 
Arerchant's  i)roperty  as  well  as  his  body  and  the  Ued  Shop  went 
out  of  business.  'J'liere  is  a  k^^end  that  tlu^  sletp  \vas.  uiirc  n[»on 
a  time,  a  connterfeiters'  den,  from  A\hich  the  \  alley  was  lloodcd 
with  l)ase  coin  niitil  the  Uiuted  States  olTicers  put  the  old  shop, 
aii'ain,  out  of  l)usiness.  Tlie  last  known  m;iniil';i('tni"c  »'iii-ricd  on 
in  the  building  was  that  of  i)ercussioji  caps  by  our  late  tow  nsman, 
Edward  Lester,  not  long'  Ixd'ore  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war. 

A  few  years  ago  CMiai'les  .\bbey  jiioved  it  to  one  n\[  the 
streets  which  he  laid  out  north  of  h^iirview  and  thei-e  it  now  does 
duty  as  a  dwelling  house. 

Meidion  lias  been  made  of  Ilariy  Robinson  jind  it  would  l)e 
unjust  to  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  notable  ligui'cs  in  the 
river  Avoi'ld  of  our  valley  to  say  nothing  of  his  brother  liufus,  oi-, 
as  he  was  always  called,  J\ufe  l\()l)inson.  lie  w;is,  by  coiuiiion 
consent,  the"  most  consummate  ^vatermnn  on  the  ( \>inieci  icut. 
One  of  his  most  famous  feats  Avas  the  sidling  of  a  boat  loaded 
witli  a  valuable  cargo  u[)  to  Wells  River,  \\'rmonl.  the  lirst  lime 
that  he  had  ever  been  beyoncb  Turnei' 's  h\dls.  it  was  s.nd  that 
not  mei'cly  by  rip])les  which  the  common  eye  could  note,  hu!  by 
the  clumging  hue  of  the  water's  surface  and  by  m;ni\  another 
sign  which  he  alone  iniderstood,  he  could  avoid  hidden  rocks  and 
snags  'di\d  lind  out  the  safest  channel.  When  there  \\;is  anything 
to  be  done  upon  the  rivcM*  which  recpiired  the  utmost  courage 
and  })erfect  skill,  Kufe  Avas  the  iiian  to  do  it.  When  i\\v  owners 
of  the  steamboat  Adam  ])uncan  foujid  that  she  could  not  he  made 
to  pay  on  the  route  fi-om  Stony  lirook  to  Turner's  h'ldls,  they 
decided  to  run  her  over  Itadley  Falls  and  l\ul'e  agri'cd  to  pdot 
her.  All  the  machinery  and  movable  things  wei'i'  taken  on  I  and, 
Avitli  another  man  as  brave,  whose  nnme  has  not  come  down  to  us, 
he  cast  off  the  boat  from  Stony  l^rook  landing  at  a  time  of  high 
water,  ilufe  in  the  bow  |)icked  out  the  conise,  motioning  with 
hands  and  arms  to  the  steersman  and  in  less  time  than  it  takes 
for  the  writing,  boat,  pilot,  helmsman  and  the  only  })assenger, 
Rule's  faithful  dog,  were  over  the  falls  and  Willimansett,  and 
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safe  at  tlie  lowei-  laiidiiio-.  At  tliat  time  lie  lived  in  wli;it  hnd 
been  Ww  old  Pouieroy  inn,  on  the  (li'anhy  I'ond.  'i'he  site  of  tlie 
lionse  lias  now  neai'ly  disa|)i)eai'ed  ns  the  hyndi  1  irotlici's  liriek 
Coiii|)any  lias  exenvated  it  i'oi'  its  elay. 

When  the  eannl  was  closed  and  naviuiil  ion  of  the  river  (^jiiiic 
to  an  end,t]ie(^ld  wnteniian  IVll  otun'il  (hiys.  1  Ic  loslwirc  and  fiiiii- 
ily  and  what  little  ])roper1y  he  li;id  and  at  last  lived  in  a  shan1\' 
back'  of  llirain  Smith's  store,  in  those  days  the  old  ri\'ermen 
were  more  than  onee  called  on  to  show  their  waterei-af I  hy  taking' 
a  hoat  nj)  the  ra])ids  to  I'esciie  someone  who  had  heen  carried  over 
the  (.him  and,  hy  rare  u'ood  l*oi'liin(\  fonnd  rel'm^e  on  a  I'ock'  in 
midciirrenk  i\iife  was  always  ready  and  always  the  leader  in,  the 
Avork'.  .Vt  last,  in  March,  lsr)4,  \\hile  he  was  retiirinn^'  from 
liolyoke  l)y  l)oal,  above  tlie  dam.  the  time  came  for  him  that  comes 
to  all  aiid  the  i'i\'er,  as  ii'  loth  to  j)art  with  her  tiaie  lovei-,  kept 
liim  in  her  emiirace  until,  lonjj,'  a flerw  ai'ds,  far  down  towards 
Chic()})ee,  she  <»'ave  np  her  dead. 

Wild  turkeys  wi're  ahiindaiit  on  Alt.  liolyoke  ^\in'n  Sonth 
.lla(llt\\'  ^\•as  lirst  settled  and,  lonu  before  while  men  came  to  live 
this  side  of  the  inonntain.  the  1  lad  ley  hunters  had  ui\('ii  1  lie  name 
of  Tni'law  t?ass  to  the  notch  in  Ml.  liolyoke  lliroimli  which  I'an 
the  Indian  trait  to  the  southern  hnnlinu'  iiround,  and  w  hei-e  tla' 
electric  car  ]\n\v  speeds  from  South  lladley  to  A-mlierst.  'There 
■was  a  r(\ady  market  i'or  them  and,  from  17:50  to  IToo,  (he  |)ri(H' 
f(U'  the  dressed  birds  was  a  penny  and  a  half  a  pi)nnd.  Tlie  ])rice 
iiradnally  rose  as  tlieir  number  dimiuislu-d  and  in  l.'^'jn  it  was 
i'rom  ten  to  twelve  and  a  half  I'ciits.  The  dressed  weiulil  ranged 
i'rom  li\'e  to  iifteen  j)ounds.  There  was  a  llock  on  All.  Tom  in 
1842,  a  few  in  184."),  and  a  single  one  in  iSol.  A  few  i-emained 
on  Alt.  liolyoke  later  than  that,  it  is  said  thai  a  >-e;ir  or  two 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  ci\il  war.  a  party  of  hunters  fi-om 
Sprin^Iield  and  liolyoke  went  to  b'ock  T'erry  and  there  divided, 
a  part  asceiidini;'  the  north  peak  of  Alt.  Tom  and  the  others  cross- 
lUlX  the  ri\'er  to  Ml.  liolyoke,  ]iorth  and  easi  of  the  w<'ll  known 
roost  inu'  i)lace  of  the  birds.  The  latter  pai-t\'  beat  tlie  A\(>ods  and 
drove  the  few  siir\'ivin.n'  turkeys  to  the  sniilhei'ly  end  of  the 
monnlain,  w4ience  they  took  Hi^hi  for  Alt.  Tom,  hut  befoi-e  the 
])oor  creatures  could  li;j,'ht,  the  ^nns  of  the  ambushed  hunters 
had  exlei'minated  the  noblest  spei-ies  of  birds  that  e\'er  winu'ed 
t  he  air  of  our  Yall(\v.  South  lladley,  of  course,  had  many  turkey 
hunters,  bnt  the  only  one  of  w  hom  memory  remains  was  Chainicey 
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ITale,  who  lived  in  a  stone  liouse,  l)eyon(l  Bachelor  \s  Brook,  aci-oss 
the  road  fi'oni  Bkxlg-etts  Forge,  at  wliat  is  now  ealled  Pearl  City, 
lie  was  a  noted  hnnter  and  had  a  whistle  made  out  of  a  turkey's 
win;^'  hone,  with  whieli  he  ealled  the  birds,  lie  succeeded  in 
eti'eeting  a  cross  of  the  domestic  ^vith  the  wild  t\n-key  and  tiie 
offsprin*;'  were  a  noted  breed  of  fowls.  But  his  bones  are  dust, 
the  stone  house  has  disa[)|)eared,  the  famous  bi'ced  is  lost  an. I  the 
wild  turkeys  have  ])ei'ished  from  the  I'ace  of  llic  \'allcy. 

In  18()(),  when  Deacon  BardwcH's  second  and  unrenewed 
bridge  charter  exi)ired  by  limitation,  tlic  counlr\-  was  in  llie  pi-e- 
liminary  excitement  of  the  oi)ening  presidential  campaign  which 
resulted  in  Lincoln  \s  election  ami  the  civil  wai-.  During  the  hv(j 
years'  strife  South  lladley  did  her  full  share.  Out  of  a  ))o|)ula- 
tion  of  a  little  over  twenty-two  huudi'cd,  she  sent  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  of  hei-  sons  to  battle.  Many  of  them  die(l  nt  the 
front,  some  came  home  to  lingei*  and  die  and  some  ai'c  willi  us 
yet,  with  unhealed  wounds  and  wasted  health  as  honorable  tokens 
of  service,  but  never  a  man  failed  in  duty  or  in  j)rompt  sacrilice 
for  his  countiy. 

During  the  wai'  the  (dasgow  Company  had  its  full  share  of 
the  prosi)erity  which  rolled  in  upon  e\'ery  nuuiut'act  uring  <'on- 
eern  ami  in  18(54  devoted  a  pai't  of  its  surplus  i)rolits  to  building 
a  paper  mill  on  the  canal  just  below  the  ('arew  mill.  The  mill 
made  writing  paper  and  the  pi'oduct  \\as  mainly  sold  by  Bewis 
J.  Powers  of  S[)ringlield,  whose  |)luMiomenal  vise  from  the  posi- 
tion of  a  railroad  newsboy  to  that  of  (piite  the  leading  paper 
dealei'  in  the  valley  was  the  sensation  of  the  day. 

in  Api'il,  18b(),  th<'  inill  was  sold  to  the  liamj)sliire  Paper 
Compjiny,  a  corpoi'atioii  of  ^\ilich  the  (l'lasg()^v  ('omj)an\''s  stoclc- 
holders  and  Bdwai'd  Southwoi'th,  Wells  South  worth  ;ind  John 
11.  South  worth  were  membei's. 

In  18r)r)  the  village  of  South  lladley  h'alls  was  organized  into 
Fire  District  Number  One  in  the  Town  of  South  lladlex'.  A  hand 
tire  engine,  manned  by  a  volunteer  coni[)any  was  maintained 
and  cisterns  or  reservoirs  of  water  wei'c  establish-ed  in  all  parts 
of  the  district. 

That  section  o'f  the  district  which  la\-  east  and  south  of 
Buttery  Brook  was  well  su])plied  with  \vatei'  for  domestic  pur- 
poses by  the  (li-ove  Street  A((ue(luct  Company  and  the  Spring 
Street  A([ueduct  ('ompaiiy  ami  by  man\'  lines  of  pipe  su[)plying 
one  or  more  houses,    'fhis  water  was  obtained  from  the  luuiierous 

118 


spj*in«»'s  wliich  issiK^  tVoin  tlie  lii^h  hank  that  sh)p('s  (h)\vn  ffom  tlic 
eastern  [^hiiii. 

Tlie  hill  portion  of  tlie  distriet  was  (U'[)en(h*nt  For  waler 
ui)on  the  scanty  sni)[)ly  furnished  l)y  sliaIlo\v  wells  sunk  into  the 
luiderlying'  roek  and  a  \\'ater  famine  came  often  at  midwinter  as 
well  as  in  hottest  Auj^nst. 

It  was  only  aftei'  several  attcMiipts  that  the  hill  Folk's,  in  ISTl!, 
secured  a  vote  of  the  district  in  Favor  of  procu rin<_i'  authoi'ity 
from  tlie  legislature  For  the  introduction  tlirouniiout  the  village 
of  a  system  of  waterworks  for  lire  ami  domestic  pur|)oses.  The 
water  was  fui'uished  h\'  a  I'cservoir  on  Unttery  Ui'oolv  \\hich  has 
since  heen  enlarged  to  the  ca|)acity  of  lhre(^  million  gallons.  In 
.1S!)1  another  resei'voii-  of  thirty  millio!i  gallons'  caj)acity  was 
constructed  on  i A'ai)ingW(^ll  Brook,  near  the  (iranhy  road. 

For  neai'ly  one  Inimlred  years  there  had  been  a  sawmill 
at  the  lower  falls  of  Stony  Brook  ^vllen,  on  April  1,  1(S;M,  Peter 
Allen  sold  the  mill  site,  containing  nearly  three  aci-cs  of  land, 
to  Jolni  N.  Hastings  and  Alon/o  (/utlci-,  hoth  of  Kniield,  in  this 
state.  The  purchasei-s  owned  tlu^  right  to  nse  in  Hampshire 
(\)unty  certain  ])ateiited  sash-nuiking  machinery  and  at  once 
erected  huildings  and  litted  them  wilh  machinery  and  toi>ls  for 
mak'ing  sash  tools  and  sashes.  On  the  ele\'enth  da\'  oF  the  next 
/Septeinher,  Cutler  sold  his  half  inler(\st  to  his  partner.  ()n  Aj)ril 
J),  18;U),  Hastings  sold  the  phnM  to  Joseph  and  Chester  Hastings. 
Chestei'  soon  afterward  sold  his  inlei'csi  to  dosei)li  and  Joseph 
made  a  succ(>ss  of  the  business.  He  was. a  hustler  and  s|)ent  his 
days  at  the  shop  and  his  nights  in  traN'eling  to  places  whei'c  busi- 
ness called  him.  It  is  said  that  his  lim-se  IxM-ame  so  well  Irainid 
that  Hastings  could  sleei)  in  his  buggy,  as  he  knew  that  the  horse 
would  go  the  right  I'oad  and.  if  at  Fault,  would  waken  his  driNcr 
by  coming  to  a  stop.  On  Januai-y  1,  IS."),'^,  he  sold  the  plant  and 
busin(^ss  to  Kleazai'  Howard  and  Moses  (iaylord  For  1  w cnty Ji \'e 
liinidi'cd  dollars,  of  which,  as  the  deed  states,  IPtward  paid  one 
thousand  dollars  and  (faylord  the  remainder.  The  business  has 
been  contimied  ever  since  with  gi'cat  success  and  is  now  controlle*! 
by  the  second  genei'ation  of  the  oi-iginal  Howard  and  (iaylord 
families,  undei'  the  muiie  of  Howard,  (iaylord  ^.^  Co. 

Ik'fore  the  yeai'  iSb!),  the  members  oF  the  order  oF  h'ree 
and  Acc(^pted  Masons,  resident  at  South  Iladley  h'alls,  were 
aftiliated  with  the  Mt.  Tom  Bodge  of  Holyoke.  Owing  to  the 
early  hour  at  which  the  swing  Ferry  suspended  business,  the 
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zealous  brethren  were  obliged  1o  pui-elia.se  and  luainlaiii  a  row- 
])oat.  for  crossin.u'  tlie  river  above  the  dam.  'J'his  adtU'd  a  eei'taiii 
pi(|uaiiey  1o  the  sense  of  tluty  done,  es])eeially  on  dark  and  sloritiy 
nigiits,  when  llie  roai*  of  the  falls  was  niii>leasanl ly  near.  In 
that  yeai-  Alt.  liolyok'e  Ijodge  was  instil iih-d  at  South  lladley 
Falls  with  a  menibershi j)  of  twent.w  The  lirsl  oflieei's  were  l\ev. 
(Jeorgc  K.  t^'isher.  Master:  iMuerson  H.  Jndd,  Senior  Warden; 
AVilliani  Harris,  dunior  Wai-den;  lienjaniiii  IJraiiuird.  Ti-eas- 
ni-er  and  U.  ().  Dwi-iit,  Secretary,  'fhe  lirsl  hall  in  which  the 
lodge  met  was  the  second  story  of  a  doubh'  tenement  frame  build- 
ing owned  by  the  (ilasg()^v  (\)m!)any  which  is  yet  standing  on  the 
west  side  of  Schodl  stri'ct.  .Ki'(Mu  there  a  change  was  made  to 
(ieoi'ge  K.  Dudley's  block'  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Uridu'c  and 
^Fain  sti'cets,  whei'c  llai'vey  (J.  Smith's  block  now  skinds.  When 
that  block  was  burned,  the  lodge  was  opened  in  due  form  in  its 
})i-esent  (puirlers,  in  the  Sidianek  and  Carey  block,  on  Main  sli'cct. 

The  year  \vas  marked  by  the  orginalion  and  completion 

of  moi'e  public  improvements  ol*  j)ermaiu'nt  and  t'a rrcadiing 
benelil  than  almost  any  other  t  w  el  x'emoiit  li  of  the  toAii's  history. 

Main  street  at  South  lladle>'  f'alls  I'or  unicli  ol"  its  upi)er 
length  was  nearly  on  a  le\'el  \\ilh  the  beach,  aloim'  which  ll  was 
laid  and  every  l"resh(M  in  the  ri\H'r.  of  more  than  niodci'ate  height, 
ilooded  it  near  l^uttery  lirook'  bi'id'jc,  so  ihat  there  was  no  pass- 
ing for  foot  travelers  except  by  boat.  An  ininsually  high  llood  in 
.\pi'il.  ISb!),  made  tlu^  citizens  realize  that  patience  was  n(»  hum'er 
a  virtue  and  the  selcclmen  were- di reel ed  to  raise  tiu-  streci  abo\'e 
liigh  \vater  le\'el.  A  stone  wall  nearly  one  thousaiul  feet  long 
^\■as  built  on  tlu^  south  line  of  the  highway.  var\lng  in  height 
froiu  four  to  inne  feet  according'  to  the  surface  of  tiie  iri'ound, 
and  the  roadbed  was  raised  to  the  le^el  of  the  wall.  This  was 
the  height  of  that  \'ear's  freshet  and  the  I'ailing  which  stands 
fifteen  inches  above  the  wall  shows  the  height  of  the  great  freshet 
of  1S()L\  Travelers  along  that  street  haxc  r\vv  since  uone  dry- 
shod  o\ei'  liiiltei'y  liroolc. 

The  second  achievement  of  that  year  was  the  abolishing  of 
school  distrii'ts  ajid  int  r(»duct  ion  of  a  system  of  graded  schools 
thi'oughout  the  town. 

This  re(juired  the  building  of  a  house  to  acconnnod.itc  four 
sellouts  at  the  Center  \'illage  and  of  a  one  room  s/liool house  at 
IVarl  C^ity. 
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A  ]\]\xh  scliool  was  iiiaiiitainod  i'or  souk-  years  in  the  new 
■selioollinuse  at  tlie  (/enter  ])iit  it  has  r(H'ently  1)een  uniled  ^\'itll 
tlie  sehool of  tliat  ^t'ade  at  South  Iladh'v  b\ills.  At  tlie  latter 
villa^'e  a  hsiildinu  to  aeeoiniiiodate  six  schools  was  erected  three 
yeai's  aj^o  near  tlie  School  st  I'eet  hnildinii'. 

Tlie  last  i^reat  work  of  the  year  was  the  ohtainiiii:'  of  the 
charter  for  the  ( 'oniieeticiit  liiver  tVee  hriduc 

The  oneninj^'  of  this  l)i-id,u-e  to  tra\'el  in  IST'J  tended  to  (h'- 
veloj)  all  pai'ts  of  the  town  hut  more  especi.-illy  South  lladley 
Falls,  where  a  luniilxM-  of  iiew  slr(M'ts  wvvc  laid  old  and  nniiierous 
houses  huilt. 

Anioiiu'  the  many  new  comers  were  a  iiotahle  nnmhci'  of  snl)- 
stantial  citizens  i'rom  (irauhy. 

Aftei-  the  hridi^'c  Avas  in  use  the  next  important  i)uhlie  im- 
pi-ovement  was  the  laying' out  of  Bai'dwell  strei't,  \vhich  shortened 
and  ma(h'  easier  the  A\ay  to  the  Centi'r  \'il]a<4e  hy  avoidiuii'  the 
h)n;_i'  det(tur  ovei-  that  part  of  the  old  Caj'riaue  Hill  whicli  is  now 
called  Xoi'th  .Main  stivet. 

The  fourth  and  hnal  attein[>t  to  obtain  the  short(^st  and 
easiest  ]-oute  l)(>tween  the  north  ami  south  ends  of  the  town  \\as 
made  in  ISTT)  Avhen  at  lirst  called  the  "Uyron  Sunth 

road/'  after  its  most  zealous  promoter,  hut  is  now  ofhcially 
desiunated  as  Xewton  street,  was  huilt  tlirouuh  the  Xewlon  Smith 
and  Charles  S.  l»oynton  farms. 

()n  this  I'oad  was  soon  huilt  up  the  vilhiuc  of  Woodlawn, 
midway  hetween  the  Center  and  the  h'alls  and  we  may  well  hope 
'that  ii  \vill.  in  time,  j_^'i'ow  ti')  occu[)\'  the  interwil  hetween  1  hose 
villa^^es. 

in  1878  that  ■|)ortion  of  the  liistoi'ic  Spri ULilicld  I'oad  \\hich 
lay  hetween  Charles  S.  I^oynton's  house  and  the  (iranhy  j-oad  at 
the  "l)i'_f  Pine  Tree"  ^\•as  discontinued  and  became  for  the  lirst 
time  ])ri\ate  })roperty. 

in  tli(*  autumn  of  1884,  the  Holyoke  Street  Iwdlway  Com- 
pany, having'  its  stables,  c;ir  shells  ;ind  ollice  building'  on  the 
Atwater  lot,  corner  of  Main  and  Hriduc  sti'cets,  ;it  South  lladley 
Falls,  beii'an  I'unninii'  horse  cars  to  South  llolyoke.  In  the  yeai' 
18!)1  the  hea(l(piarters  of  the  line  was  transferred  to  llolyolce 
and  its  motive  ])ow'er  chan^'cd  to  elect  i-icity. 

In  18!),")  the  line  was  extended  tlii-ouuh  South  lladlc\'  h'alls 
to  the  villau'e  of  h'airvi(n\',  in  Chicopec,  and  in  ls;Mi  holley  cnrs 
l)e,L;'an  running'  to  South  lladley  Center.     Last  year  an  electric 


I'Ofid  was  built  from  llie  Centei*  village  to  Aniherst  by  tlie  old 
hunters'  ''turkey  pass"  over  ]\It.  llolyoke  and  there  is  a  lively 
hope  that  our  neighboi's  of  Granby  will  next  year  see  electrie- 
cars  speeding-  through  their  beautiful  town  and  tliat  Belehertown 
will  ere  long  make  coimection  with  the  llolyoke  Stieet  Railway 
system. 

It  is  but  proper  that  our  daughter,  (Jraiiby,  should  receive 
the  credit  which  is  her  due  for  oblainin^'  the  first  state  highway 
for  eastern  Hampshire  county.  Afti^r  her  section  had  been  ])nilt, 
from  the  Five  Cornei's  across  Stony  Hrook  to  the  South  Ihubey 
line,  South  lladley  had,  perforce,  to  ask  for  a  contiiuiance  of  the 
good  woi'k  the  whole  length  of  Granby  road  to  l.amb  street.  This 
year  the  state  is  mailing  Newton  and  GoHege  streets  moi'e  wortliy 
to  be  the  main  thoroughfare  of  the  town. 

In  the  year  18()7  Iiev.  V.  J.  llai'ldns,  ])astoi'  of  St.  Jei-ome's 
Church,  in  llolyoke,  ])urchased  on  North  .Alain  street,  at  the  i^\dls, 
land  on  which  St.  Patriciv's  Ghureh  was  soon  afterwards  built. 
The  chui'cli  I'emained  in  charge  of  Fathei'  Ilarkins  foi'  several 
years  and  for  some  time  the  dwelling  house  in  the  rear  ^vas  occn- 
pied  as  an  or[)hanag(S  the  begiiniing  of  that  system  of  l)enevolent 
care  for  needy  childhood  and  old  age  which  this  elnn-ch  has  so 
nobly  develoj)ed  in  llolyoke  and  its  suburbs.  i\ev.  David  f\ 
]\lcGrath  was  the  tirst  resident  pastoi-. 

In  18^1^  the  church  ^vas  moved  down  the  long  hill  of  North 
i\[ain  street  to  its  pi'esent  location  on  Alain  street,  beside  linttery 
I^rook. 

In  186)]  the  South  Keligious  Societs-  l)ecame  two  bodies  and 
the  seceding  [)ortion  organized  as  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  South  lladley  Falls,  with  liev.  Richard  Knight  as 
jKistoi*.  A  hall,  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  in  the  second  story  of 
Josiah  Ilai-dwell's  old  residence,  was  the  home  of  the  new  organ- 
ization until  18()5,  \\hen  a  beautifnl  church,  bnilt  by  Air.  and  Airs. 
Joseph  Carew  at  a  cost  of  t\\'enty-ti\'e  thonsMud  dollars,  was 
deeded  to  trustees  to  hold  for  the  use  of  the  ecclesiastical  society. 
In  1878  j\Ir.  Knight  and  l\ev.  (Jeorg(^  F.  h'isher.  then  pastor  (»f  the 
South  Keligious  Society,  resigned  their  otlices  to  facilitate  a  re- 
union of  the  two  oriianizat  ions  and  liev.  W.  S.  Ilawkes  became 
pastor  of  the  \niited  church,  which  took  the  name  and  honse  of 
woi'shi[)  of  the  younger  church. 

In  1880  the  house  of  the  South  KV'ligious  Society  was  sold 
to  the  lAlethodist  Fi)isco])al  Clnii-ch. 
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On  October  19,  1874,  Lyman  Moi'toii  conveyed  to  l\e\'.  A.  R. 
Duf  resne  four  acres  of  land  oji  the  Avest  side  of  the  okl  8{)ringlield 
road  and  sonth  of  tlie  Ciranby  road  and  the  tract  was  consecrated 
as  a  phice  of  burial  under  the  name  Precious  Hh)od  Cemetery. 

On  ^lay  4,  1884,  ^lichael  Ijyiich  conveyed  to  l^ishop  P.  J. 
O'-Reilly  twelve  and  a  half  acres  of  land  on  both  sides  of  the 
(iranb}^  road,  a  little  west  of  the  old  Sprint^lield  road.  This  land 
was  laid  out  as  a  burial  <^round  and  conseci-ated  as  St.  Rose 
Cemetery. 

On  April  29,  18!)2,  Pishoi)  O'Reilly  puivhased  a  lar-"e  tract 
of  land,  iyin}4-  east  of  Woodlawn,  which  was  picpared  for  use  as 
a  burial  ground  and  consecrated  as  Xotre  Dame  Cemetery. 

The  JM'er«^reen  Cemetei'y  Association  was  organized  in  1808 
and  now  owns  al)out  ten  acres  of  land,  l\'in»:'  west  of  Colleue 
street,  at  the  Center  villaj^e,  and  having'  an  (Mitrancc^  from  ITadhw 
street. 

In  18!)7  the  h-^islature  authorized  the  town  to  I'emove  the 
remains  of  all  who  had  been  interi-ed  in  the  ancient  biiryiny- 
•ground  at  South  llacdey  Cent(M'  and  to  convt-.v  a  portion  of  the 
land  to  Alt.  Ilolyoke  Colle^'e,  and  I'cserve  the  remaindtM'  for  [)ublic 
use. 

Money  sufficient  to  defi'ay  the  ex[)ense  liavinj^'  been  raised 
by  p{)j)ular  suI)seription,  the  handfuls  of  Miiit(^  ashes  which  alone 
remained  of  the  men,  women  and  childi'cn  who  had  ma<le  the 
happy,  life  of  the  town  for  nearly  h\'e  u'ciierat ions,  were  t(Mi(U.M'ly 
j'cmoved  from  their  r(\stinj^"  i)1ac(>s  ami  coimiiittcd  attain  to  the 
bosoui  oP  mother  eai'th  in  the  uronnds  of  the  Kver^i'een  Cemeleiy 
Association. 

In  1897  the  town  established  a  free  public  library,  phicini;' 
it  in  charue  of  nine  trnslces  and  makinu'  an  annual  a ppropi'iat ion 
of  one  thousand  dollai's  for  its  maintenance.  The  libi-ary  now 
contains  foui;  thousami  books,  in  two  depositories,  one  at  the 
Center  Viihnjie  and  one  at  South  Iladley  h'alls.  in  coiniection 
with  the  latter  is  a  iH'adin<.i'  room  which  is  an'cII  ])al  roin'zed. 

In  l!l()2  the  town  ^uranted  its  portion  of  the  old  bni-yiusj,' 
i;ro\uid  site  to  the  (Jayloi'd  Memorial  Lihi'ary  Association  which 
had  been  incorporated  to  receive  from  South  Iladley 's  ^rand  old 
man,  William  II.  Ca\'lord,  a  sum  of  mone>'  in  ti  iist  foi-  the  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  a  l)nildinj^  for  the  use  of  the  South 
Iladley  free  i)ublic  library.  'J'he  building'  has  already-  received 
its  roof  and  will  l)e  completed  during  the  coming  winlei*. 
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]\rr.  Oaylord  liad  previously  shown  liis  tlionf^litful  j^cno rosily 
to  tlie  town  by  eriH'liii*^',  on  tlie  ])ark  at  the  (\Miter  vi]la'4(\  a 
iiioniniKMit,  snrnionnted  l)y  tlie  hi-onze  iiunre  ol"  a  soldicM'  oi*  the  , 
civil  Avar  as  a  inenn)i'ial  of  tlio  sons  of  South  lladley  who  have 
fou^^ht  Cor  their  eounti'N'. 

The  lisliery  at  the  foot  oi'  the  ui'eat  falls  Wiis  condiieted  in  a 
more  systeiiiatie  and  husinesslik'e  way  after  Daniel  Tianih  l)eeanie 
owner  of  the  heaeh  from  l>uttei'y  I>r()()k  to  the  Sprinufidd  line, 
lie  a|)|)ears  to  liave  ])uilt  a  jisliin,L>'  Avharl:'  at  the  water's  ed^i^ 
where  the  eastern  approach  to  the  bridge  is  now  placed.  Tliis  was 
called  South  lladley  whai'f.  Some  luilf  dozen  otliei'  \\har\es  wei'(^ 
built  in  tlie  I'ivei',  (^ne  beyond  Ihc  other,  at  ;i  <listance  ol*  one 
hundi'ed  and  lil'ty  or  t\vo  hundred  feet  apai't,  nearly  in  tlic  course 
of  tlie  i)resent  bridii'e.  Se\'eral  of  the  l)ridut'  piers  sland  on  an- 
cient whai'ves  and  otluM'  wharves  iHMiiain  as  isl;inds  in  Hk!  I'ivci-. 
A  feA\'  of  th(^  names  ol'  otluM's  ol*  thes(^  wharves  are  [)resi'rved  as 
Dwii^'ht,  Chieo[)ee,  AVest  field.  Ireland  and  Xcuro.  The  Soulh 
lladley  and  ChicojX'c  wharves  Averc  1  he  bivst  lishci-ics.  At  the  lallci* 
thrive  thousand  shad  were  taken  at  one  haul.  f]ach  ol'  these 
wharves  was  owned  by  a  eompanx',  who  held  as  tenants  in  com- 
luon,  That  these  lishini;'  privile.ues  wci-e  hiuhly  Aalued  is  sliown 
by  reeoi'ded  deeds,  usually  of  the  one-fort  ielh  p;ir(  of  a  lishinii' 
Avhai'f,  for  which  the  consideral  ion  named  \'aries  fi'om  lliii'k\'  to 
forty  dollai's.  As  money  was  Avorth  moi-e  in  those  days  than  now, 
these  sales  would  be  (Mpnvalent  to  a  price  ol'  from  (hree  lo  fdur 
thonsaiul  dollars  for  a  lishini;'  A\liarf  ;il  the  ]U'esent  lime. 

Besides  Avhat  Avas  done  at  t-hi'se  wharves  there  was  a  fishery 
in  the  eddy  below,  which  foi'  many  years  a\  ;is  conl  lo! led  by  the 
^'Old  Slu<;'<i'ar(l  (\)mpany."  This  \vas  composed  of  men  From 
Granby,  South  lladle\'  renter  and  the  ('anal  \'illaue,  who  had 
a  lish  house  tnuler  tlu*  stee[)  l);ink  which  le;ids  up  lo  our  SduIIi 
i\lain  street  and  a  lai'u'e  Ihd  boat  manned  by  six  oi'  eiu'ht  oarsmen. 
On  a  jdalfoi'Ui  in  the  stern  was  carernll>'  laid  the  seine,  wide 
enou^'h  to  I'each  from  the  water's  surl'ace  to  llie  ri\-erbed  in  the 
diH'pest  holes  thid  the  sinker  line  miLihl  lind  and  si'\'ei'al  hundi'ed 
feet  lonj4'.  As  the  boat,  starting'  from  the  be;ich,  wc^ll  do\vn 
toward  the  Spriie^'field  line,  sN\ep1  with  loii^-  strokes  far  out  into 
the  eui'rent  and'then  upstream  until  it  rounded  to  the  shore,  abo\'e 
the  bend  of  the  i-iver,  the  ea])lain  skiU'iilly  threw  off  the  net  and 
noisily  directed  the  I'owers.  When  the  boat  w;is  bow  end  on  the 
beach  the  sturdy  oarsmen  seized  the  rope  at  the  iMid  of  llu^  seine 


and  partly  on  sliorc,  partly  Icnee  in  wattM-,  l)e<4aii  to  pull  in 

tlie  iK't,  walkiiijj,'  tlie  wliile  clown  the  I'iver.  At  the  same  time 
other  Old  Sluu'^'ards  ^vel'e  piiHin*^"  in  the  downstream  end  of  tlie 
net  and  walking'  to:\ai*ds  tlie  oarsmen.  When  the  two  ends  wei-e 
witliin  a  hundred  feet  or  so  of  one  another  the  hsliermen  lialted 
and  pulle<l  the  net  slraii^ht  in  iowai'd  the  shoi'e.  By  this  time 
the  net  stood  up  lik'e  a  fence  a])i>\'e  the  stream  and  now  and  tlieii 
a  silvery  glint  Hashed  and  disap])eare(l  iu  the  ti'oubled  water.  j\s 
the  fence  drew  nearer  shoi'e  these  Hashes  hccann'  more  fre<[uent 
in  tilt;  shoaling'  water  until  at  length  there  Avas  Ix'tween  shore  and 
seiiK^  nothing  but  a  swirling  mass  of  fishes  l)eating  the  watei-  to 
foam  in  desperatt'  attemj)ts  to  escape.  Then  came  the  tisliei'men's 
liarvest  time  and  'Mlie  liaul"  A\as  soon  jum[>ing  and  lhi]>ping  over 
the  white  beach  in  the  agonies  of  death.  i\ny  one  ^vho  lias  (.^\[)eri- 
enced  the  exciteniiMd  attemhint  n[)on  a  liaul  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  two  hundred  fishes  can,  in  a  mild  ^vay,  imagine  the  scene 
upon  the  beach  at  Taylor  .b\ield  ^\■hen  the  ancient  iisliermeu  made 
their  liauls  of  twenty-live  hundred  or  three  thousand  shad. 

Old  Sluggard  used  to  "go  'round''  every  hour  and  a  half  or 
two  liours  each  week  day  during  the  season.  gi\iiig  the  lish  time 
to  come  u[)  the  river  and  "settle  in  the  eddy"  bet^veen  hauls. 

In  tlie . intervals  of  rest,  the  members  and  their  numerous 
friends  enjoyi^d  cards,  "fly  loo"  and  a  deal  of  horseplay,  not 
omitting  li([uid  ref I'ehsments,  Avhich  were  served  in  the  lisli  house. 

The  season  ended  with  the  twenty-liftli  day  of  Jvnie,  ])ursu- 
ant  to  act  of  the  legislature  i)assed  in  ^^]'2,  which  itiade  a  close 
time  for  shad  and  salmon  in  the  Connecticut  Kiver  from  that  date 
to  the  first  day  of  December.  The  same  act  ju'ohibited  the  use  in 
the  Oonneeticut  I\iver  of  a  seine  exceeding  forty-li\'e  I'ods  in 
length  and  of  more  than  one  seine  at  the  same  time  on  a  lishing 
ground. 

While  Daniel  Lamb's  widow  survi\'ed  slu'  ct)m[)elled  the  Old 
Sluggard  Com[)an}'  to  count  out  to  her  a  ccrtaiti  i)roportion  of 
the  fish  which  they  caught. 

After  her  death  and  the  division  of  the  Lamb  estate,  tlie 
ow^iers  of  tlie  beach,  in  185;J,  brought  an  action  of  tresj)ass 
agailist  six  men  of  South  Iladley  and  Oranby  for  entering  u])on 
the  b(.'ach  and  taking  and  carrying  away  shad  and  other  fish. 
This  was  intended  to  test  the  right  ol'  Old  Sluggard  to  carry  on 
its  fishery  and  a  fierce  legal  controvei'sy  was  expected,  but  the 
defendants  made  no  fight  and  acknowledged  the  exclusive  right 
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of  the  owners  of  tlie  boaeli  to  tlie  fishery.  Tlie  bench  owners 
therenj)on  foi'nied  a  fishinj^'  ('oni|)any,  whieli  eontrolhHl  the  fish(M'\' 
until  in  1886  tlie  </\]\  nets  at  tli(^  nioiitli  of  1  he  ri\'er  and  tlie 
closing  of  the  gap  in  the  iMifield  dam  which,  for  sixt\'  yeai-s  had 
afforded  a  i)assageway  for  fish,  made  an  vwd  of  the  l)nsiness. 
In  18-1:7,  the  last  year  in  which  the  river  above  the  great  falls 
ran  nnt ranniieled  to  the  sea,  on  ^londay.  May  cleveidh,  two  liun- 
dred  shad  were  tak'(Mi  at  one  haul  and  nine  hundred  during  the 
day,  the  largest  number  which  had  biMMi  taki'ii  in  one  day  for 
many  years.  On  Monday  week',  however,  l\veut\-two  hundi'cd 
were  taken  and  during  that  season  the  t(»tal  catch  amoiuited  1o 
twenty  thousand. 

For  sevei'al  years  betwcMMi  1870  and  ISSO  the  United  Statvs 
Fisheries  Conniiissit)n  coiulucted  ex[)ei'inienls  in  hatching  shad 
uear  the  old  fei'iT  landing,  but  the  insatiabh'  greed  of  the  Sa\- 
brook  fishermen  i-eiuhu'ed  it  iiii|)ossibh'  to  dctei-mine  whether  the 
nund)er  of  shad  in  the  i-iver  was  inci'easc^d  thei  ehy. 

In  1875,  a  few  yeai's  before  the  i-apacious  tishermeii  of  the. 
Nutmeg  state  had  bari-ed  the  shad  fi'om  its  native  haunts  an 
answer  was  found  to  an  old,  old  <|uestion.  At  Ihe  time  \vhen 
^'shad  blows''  bloomed  along  the  i*i\'er  hank  and  the  shad  were 
rumdng,  there  always  apj)eai'ed  great  muiibers  of  insects  about 
the  si/e  of  dragon  tlies  with  white,  wormiike  bodies  ami  gau/y 
white  wings,  which  hovered  in  swai-ms  ininuiiei'ahle  o\-er  the 
surface  of  the  watei*.  To  fishermen  the  why  and  wher(d'oi-e  oi'  the 
coming  of  these  "shad  flies,"  as  they  wei'c  called,  was  a  much 
guessed  on  but,  for  many  generations,  an  inisolved  I'iddle.  It 
was  an  accepted  fact  that  the  shad  never  look  food  after  it  left 
salt  water  and  eid(M*e(l  the  I'iver,  and,  of  course,  the  lish  had  no 
use  for  the  tiy,  for  all  its  name. 

Tliere  was  then  and  now  again  living  in  llolyoke,  though 
>S()uth  lladley  Falls  claims  him,  a  Scotch  papei'mak-er  named 
Thomas  Chalmers,  who,  like  Miller,  Dick',  h]dwai'ds  and  many 
othei's  of  his  countrymen,  found  time  Ixd'ore  and  after  the  day's 
labor  to  make  a  mastei'ful  study  of  natural  sciences  in  nature's 
own  schooL 

'i'here  was  little  about  birds  and  l)easts  and  fishes  which 
Chahners  had  not  learned  by  original  discovery  in  the  early 
mornings  or  late  afteriioons  and  often  by  inght. 

lie  studied  the  shad  fly  and  the  shad  and  in  187;")  juade  an 
iirtificial  shad  fly,  which  he  attached  to  a  hook.    Fi'om  a  boat 
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iiiicliolvd  near  the  old  pier,  ])el()W  tlie  Ilolyoke  hridoe,  lie  offered 
tlie  liook  to  a  i)nssin,u'  shad.  J. ike  a  Hash,  that  ohl  (|iie.slioii  was 
aiiswei-ed  and  another  uanie  fisli  liad  been  foinid  to  test  the  ang- 
ler's skill. 

One  afternoon  in  the  following' si)rin,u-  lie  was  called  i'l'om  the 
loft  of  the  ])ai)er  inill  to  see  two  j^entlcMiien  in  the  office.  O'ne 
inti-odueed  himself  as  Heiijainin  F.  .Howies  (»f  Si)rin'_i(i(^ld  and 
the  other  was  an  army  offieer  eonnected  with  the  armory. 

Mr.  Uowles  said,  "Last  year  I  ^ot  an  anonxiiions  letter 
from  ilolyoke  sayin.u',  'There's  a  man  up  here  takinu'  shad  with 
a  hook.  Come  up  and  see  him/  hut  1  knew  soukmoic  \\-;is  tryinj^' 
to  fool  nu'.  This  year  I've  ^^i'Ot  anotluM-  letter  and  now  I've  come 
up  to  see  about  it.  1  understand  that  you  are  the  man  that  has 
done  the  t  riek.  Will  you  let  me  see  you  take  one.'''  Mr.  Chalmers 
said,  "I'll  let  you  take  as  many  as  you  wan(,  yourself."  They 
aeeordin^ly  went  out  on  the  I'iver  and  within  half  an  hour,  Mr. 
Howies  had  taken  a  four  pound(M'.  lie  was  an  enthusiastic  lishei'- 
man  and  si)read  news  of  the  discovery  thi'ouuhout  the  world  of 
spoilsmen.  Scientists  from  the  Smithsonian  institute  and  other 
lialls  of  Iehthyolo<iy,  as  well  as  anglers  of  hi^li  decree  and  wide 
repute,  during'  May  and  dune  of  each  year,  joined  the  couniion 
iierd  of  liolyoke  and  South  iladley  folks  who  lined  the  down- 
stream sidewalk  of  the  bridge,  intent  on  hookinj^'  a  shad,  uidil 
Coiniecticut  ])nt  an  end  to  the  sport.  It  is  a  curious  fact  thai, 
since  the  shad  have  been  lost  from  the  river,  the  uiuiihei-  of  shad 
tiies  has  liradnally  dinnnislied  nntil  now  none  appear  and  only 
the  "shad  blow''  remains  as  a  luemorial  of  tlie  daintiest  1ish  that 
swam  our  Connecticut. 

It  will  be  of  interest  in  takinjj,'  this  survey  of  what  has  l)e(Mi 
done  by  the  good  people  of  South  iiadlcy  to  know  how  many 
there  wei'e  of  them  at  different  epochs. 

In  1776,  there  were  584;  in  17J)(),  :  in  ISOO,  SOI  ;  in  1810, 
902;  in  1820,  1047;  in  18;W,  1185;  in  1840.  1458;  in  1850,  241)5; 
in  1855,  2051;  in  18(50,  2277;  in  18(15,  20!)!);  in  1870,  2840;  in 
1875,  8870;  in  1880,  8538 ;  in  1885,  894!);  in  18!)0,  42(51  ;  in  1895, 
4448,  and  in  1900,  4526. 

AVe  know,  ^vithin  a  few  months,  the  time  when  the  first 
native  born  Americans  settled  in  South  liadley  and  who  they 
were,  but  of  the  pioneer  arrivals  of  other  nationalities  we  ai-e 
less  informed. 
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The  first  Ii'islnnan  iiiont IoikhI  in  llic  town  ;iiin;i]s  is  uiKlouht- 
edly  the  revolutioiini'v  sohlier,  Peter  l\Mi(k'rm'ii.ss,  whose  n;iiiie  is 
probably  a  Yankee  eorruptioM  of  Penderi^a.st,  a  j)r()p<'r,  Irish 
family  name. 

However  that  may  be,  tlie  first  known  and  avowed  Irish 
citizen  of  the  town  Avas  Pati'ick  Spellnian.  who.  during'  the  early 
thirties  of  the  hist  century,  li\'ed  in  the  basiMiieiit  of  the  then 
newly  buiit  INFetliodist  Church  wlueh  is  now  caHcd  t^'oresters' 
Hall.  He  mai-ried  an  American  widoAV,  with  a  Family  of  (diildrcii, 
wdio  was  the  villau'C  candymaker,  and  worked  Lor  Howjird 
&  Lathrop. 

Tie  Avas  killed  by  faHin*;'  tln-oiiLih  a,  ti-apdoor  in  the  ])a])er 
mill  and  was  buried  in  the  Jiew  village  cenu.'tei'y,  A\herc  a  stone, 
erected  by  his  fellow  workmen.  ])(M'pctuates  his  memory. 

Patrick  ^Murjiliy,  ^\•hose  widow  died  two  years  a^o,  was  the 
next  exile  from  Erin  who  found  a  home  in  South  lladley.  tie  was 
at  work  for  Alojizo  Pamb  in  lS;j'J  and  was  cm})]oycd  in  buildijiy 
the  Cook's  Hill  road. 

Our  veneral)le  citizen,  Ciiarles  liautMiberLi-,  A\as  the  lirst 
German  r(\sident  of  the  town,  liaAini;'  come  to  the  l^'alls  in  1S41) 
to  accept  the  i)osition  of  ovei'siM-r  in  the  wvw  (dasi^ow  mill. 

4'lie  Bohemian,  Josi>ph  Suhanek'.  came  to  the  Fulls  as  a  boy 
in  the  early  fifties  and  sci'ved  on  the  town's  (piota  in  the  ci\'il 
war.  Not  long  aftei-  his  return  be  became  partnei-  and  llien  sole 
OAvnei'  of  Joseph  Bai'dwell's  meat  mai-ket.  lie  A\as  Tor  s')iiu'  yeai-s 
town  clerk.  Once,  Avhen  sununoned  as  A\itntvss  in  a  ease  bd'ofe  the 
Supeiaor  Court  at  Noi'lhamptou,  he  ])ro(luc(Hl  his  book  t»f  i-eeords. 
Charles  Delano,  then  leader  of  the  1  lampshiri'  bar,  was  the  op- 
posing' couirsel,  and  he  took  the  book  to  show  the  .jud^-e,  sayini^' 
that  it  was  the  most  beautifully  kept  j-ecord  that  he  had  evei'  seen 
produced  in  court.  Siduinelc,  before  he  was  lifty,  had  made  his 
fortune  and  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  soiai  afterwards  died. 

Our  present  efficient  town  clerk,  ^tartinus  Madsen,  came  to 
tOAvn,  the  pioiu'er  Dane,  in  1887. 

It  is  inrpossible  to  name  Avith  cei'tainty  IIk^  lirst  eomei'  of 
the  Prench,  Avho  form  so  lar.ue  and  publ ic-s[)irltx'd  an  ebaiient  of 
the  town's  inhabitaiits,  but  Ijouis  Dafontaine,  who  eidistcd  in  the 
First  i\lassachusetts  Cavalry,  early  in  the  Avar,  Avas  prol)ably  the 
man. 

The  first  Italian  to  make  his  home  in  South  Ha<lley  Avas, 
undoubtedly  our  veteran  fruit  dealer  l*aul  Veto. 
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Tlie  Polaiulers,  avIio  j^ive  ])r()iHis('  of  making-  an  industi'iovis 
and  thrifty  addition  to  our  population  will,  doubtless,  by  the  year 
of  the  town's  bi-eentennial,  have  beeonie  Americanized  and  freed 
fi-oni  many  useless  and  unpronounceable  consonants  in  their 
names. 

I>ut,  while  we  recount  the  new  peoples  ^vho  have  come  in  to 
make  the  South  Iladley  of  the  future,  let  us  not  forget  the  passing 
of  old  family  names  that  for  giMieratious  have  had  a  large  place 
in  tlie  annals  of  the  town. 

Gone  are  the  AYoodbridges,  the  Good  mans,  the  ]\[ontagues, 
the  tuneful  Ingrahams,  the  Bowdoins,  the  ({illetts,  the  Nashes,  the 
Cooleys,  the  Lathrops,  the  Abbeys,  the  I\obinsons,  the  Wai'rens, 
the  Cai-ews;  in  all  Taylor  Field  and  South  Iladley,  no  Taylor 
survives,  and  Falls  Woods,  once  teeming  with  xVlvords,  now  can 
show  but  one. 

But  time  denmnds  the  close  of  this  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
town 's  story. 

Only  too  gladly  would  w^e  take  a  forward  look  and  see  the 
South  Iladley  of  another  half-century  but  nr>  Mt.  Nebo  is  vouch- 
safed ns  and,  trammeled  with  mcn-tality,  we  can  only  hope  that, 
when  twice  more 

Has  passed  the  human  harvest 

To  its  garner  green  and  lo^v, 
the  generations  yet  to  come  will  give  as  high  honor  to  the  men  and 
women  of  this  day  as  we  so  gladly  render  those  who  founded 
and  built  np  South  Iladley. 
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Academy,  South  Hadley   112 

Alarm  at  Capture  of  Fort  William  lionry   50 

Alvord,  Broughton   104 

Alvord,  Klijali,  Lays  Out  Road  Arouud  Great  Falls   59 

Alvord,  l^lijah,  Inukeeper  in  Falls  Woods   00 

Alvord's,  Hlijali,  Warehouse  at  Alouth  of  Stony  Urook   GO 

Alvord's,  Klijah,  Suit  for  Logs  Seized  by  liritish  Ofrtcers   5S 

Ames,  David,  Paper  Maker   80 

Ames,  David,  Jr.  and  John,  Paper  Makers   SO 

Ames,  David,  Jr.  and  John,  Their  Pul)lic  Spirit   *.M 

Baptist  Church,  Planned  by  Daniel  Land)   75 

Baptist  Church  at  Chicopee  Falls  

Bardwell,  Alonzo,  His  Tannery   Hi! 

Bardwell's  Agricultural  Tool  Factory   S4 

Bardwell's  Saw  and  Grist  Mill   84 

Bardwell's  Charters  for  Bridge  to  llolyoke   11~' 

Bardwell,  Josiah,  IMerchant   7G 

Bardwell's  River  Dam  and  Mills   85 

Bardwell,  Damon  &  Co.,  Salt  Dealers   00 

Bardwell,  Ely  &  Co.,  Boating  Company   104 

Bardwell  Street  Laid  Out   1:21 

Belfry  and  Bell  for  South  Hadley  Church   71 

Bird  Tracks  in  Stone  Discovered  at  Moody  Corner   79 

Blodgett's  Forge.   84 

''Board  Road"  Laid  Around  the  Great  Falls   50 

Boating  Companies  on  Connecticut  River   104 

Bohemian,  the  First  Resident  in  South  Hadley   l.?8 

Boundaries  of  South  Hadley   0:2 

Boundary  Line  Between  South  Hadley  and  Granhy   01 

Bowdoin,  William,  Lawyer   00 

"Brick  Chapel,"  Built...   77 

Brick  Yards  in  South  Hadley  Falls   00 

Bridge  to  Holyoke,  Charters  for  a  Toll  ;  '.   11:2 

Bridge  to  Holyoke,  Free,  Authorized  and  Built   11,1 

Bridge  to  Holyoke,  Free,  Rebuilt   115 

Bridge,  Eastman  . .  .  7s 

Burial  Ground  at  South  Hadley  Center  Laid  Out   40 

Burial  Ground  at  South  Tiadley  Center  Di.^continued   12'A 

Burial  Ground  on  River  Road  Dedicated  by  Rev.  John  Pendleton  7r) 
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Burial  Ground  at  South  Hadley  Falls   104 

Butt,  Sheribiah  Owns  a  Sulphur  Spring   80 

Cambridge,  Caesar,  Negro,  Buys  His  Freedom   72 

Canal  Around  the  Great  Falls  Constructed   64 

Canal,  Completion  of  and  Celebration   tj.j 

Canal,  Inclined  Plane  and  Grand  Carriage   66 

Canal,  Proprietors  of.  Indicted  for  Maintaining  a  Nuisance   6S 

Canal  Opened  for  Business   6S 

Canal  Lowered  and  Provided  with  Locks   08 

Canal,  Aloney  for  Impro\ements  raised  by  Lotteries   68 

Canal,  Second  Dam  lUiilt  at  Head  of   tiO 

Canal,   Third    Ham    Built   6'J 

Canal,  Litigation  Over  Building  of  Dam   6'.) 

Canal,  First  Fishway  F.ver  Built   61) 

Canal,   Fourth    Dam    Built   6'.) 

Canal,  Litigation  0\'cr  Building  of  the  Dam   6'J 

Canal  Sold  to  the  Hadley  Falls  Company   70 

Canal,  "Getting  Boats  Out  at  the  Head  of"   105 

Canal  Tavern,  History  and  Description  of   87 

Canal   Tavern   Sold..  '   ]07 

Canal  Tow  Path,  a  Public  Pleasure  Ground   110 

Canal  Village,  South  Hadley..   67 

Canal  Village,  a  Pleasure  Resort   67 

Canal  Village  Described  by  President  Dwight   67 

Canal  Village  .a  Distril)Uting  Point  for  Fastern  Iiamp^,hire   104 

Carew,  Joseph.  . ,   86 

Carew  and  Damon,  Salt  iMerchants   1)0 

Carew  Manufacturing  Company  Incorporated   109 

Carew  Street  Laid  Out  in  Part   77 

"Carriage  Hill"   59 

Cautions  to  New  Comers  to  Leave  Town   56 

Cemetery,  Evergreen   122 

Cemetery,  Notre  Dame  

Cemetery,  Precious  Blood   12o 

Cemetery,  St.  Rose   123 

Chalmers,  Thomas,  First  Takes  Shad  with  a  Hook   127 

Chinaware,  Sellers  of  Licensed  and  Taxed   56 

Church,  First  at  the  Center,  Built   49 

Church,  Second,  Controversy  Over  Site  of   51 

Church,  Second  Built   52 

Church,  Third  Built.  . .  '   lOiJ 

Church,  Third,  Burned  '   lO:; 

Church,  Fourth  Built   10:i 

Church,  Fourth,  Burned.   10:5 

Church,  Fifth  Built   10;{ 

Church  of  South  Religious  Society  Built   91 

Church,  Methodist  Episcopal  Built   91 

Church,  First  Congregational  of  South  Hadley  Falls,  Built   122 
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Church  of  South  Religious  Society  Sold  to  ihv  Mcthochst  Society 

Church,  Saint  Patrick's  l^uilt   1 

Church,  Saint  Patrick's  Moved  to  Main  Street  

Cliurch's  Ferry   '.'I 

Civil  War,  South  ITadley's  Sohhers  in  V  MS 

Chirk,  Hphapliras,  Lawyer  

Coal,  Anthracite,  Traces  of  in  South  liadley   T!) 

Coal  Mining  Leases  in  Falls  Woods  and  Canal  Vitlaj^e   7!) 

Coffee  Sellers  Licen>ed  and  Taxed   Td) 

Cold  Mill,  Prohahle  I'dfect  of  lUnldin-  Second  Church  on   :/> 

Connnon  at  South  1  ladley  Center  in  17s:i   71 

Concord  and  [.exiuiilon  Alarm  

CondaiAration  of  Ihisiness  Portion  of  Center  Villa,L;e   loil 

Congdon.  Weld  \-  ^.^)   1  lu 

Cook'.^  Flill  Road,  lli^t(n-y  of   ui 

Cooley,  Ariel,  Lessee  of  the  Canal   ()'.) 

Cooley,  Ariel,  Prohalde  Builder  of  the  Prick  Chaitel   77 

Cooley,  Ariel  JUiilds  h'irst  Fi>h\\a>-   G'.) 

CooK'y,  Ariel,  rd\  es  Long  Lea>e  of  Site  for  Sclu  i,  .IIk  m-e   7^ 

Coi)ley's  Heirs.  Ariel.  Sell  Their  l\i,L:ht>  in  Canal   70 

Court  of  General  Sessions,  Crinnnal  l\eci  »r(K  of   t 

Dam,  the  First  Built  hy  ]  Pulley  Falls  Company   JOS 

Dam  Gi\  es  Way   lOS 

Dam,  the  Second  Ihiilt  l)y  I  Tadley  h^ilP  Compan.\-   lOK 

Dane,  the  Fir^t  Resident  in  SovUh  liadley   .];.',> 

Day,  llenr}',  Lawyer  of  New  York  Cit\ .   SS 

Death,  the  Fir>t  in  Sonlh  liadley   W) 

Deer  Killing  in  Close  Season  Puni-lud   .">.") 

Districts  1  ncorp(U"at>.'d  Instead  (.t  Towns   lO 

Doctors  of  South  1  failley   '.»7 

Doolittle,  jMark,  Lawyer   '.f> 

Dwight.  Dr.  Flihu   07 

i)\\'ight.  i^-esident.  Description  of  Sonlh  lladle\  C'aiial   (n' 

Kastman  P.ridge   7S 

J{astman  Ivoad  to  (jr.anh)'   7s 

I'vNcrgreen  Ceme(,ery  .Association  

Faher,  John  Lewis   S.") 

Fairhanks  and  Brothers  lUiy  Site  of  llolxoke....   107 

Falls  Woods  Field  Laid  Out.   17 

Falls  Woods,  l^arly  Settlement  of   .")  I 

Falls  Woods  Road  Laid  Out   ,v.) 

Falls,  Great,  Road  Around  Refused   :,\) 

Falls,  Great,  a  Private  Ro.ad  Around  Anllu»ri/ed   .'lO 

"Fandango,"  Harry  Jvohinson's  huention  of   loil 

lA'rry,  Lyman's,  J-'stahlished   (io 

Ferry,  Rock,  EstahlisluHl   c.  I 

Ferry,  Lyman's,  Becomes  C'hurch's  I'erry   0  1 

Fire  District  Kstahlislied  at  the  h'alls   lis 


I'AGi-: 

Fish,  a  Haul  of   1:24 

Fishing  at  the  Great  Falls  in  Early  Days   7)7 

Fishing- by  the  Old  Sluggard  Company   1:M 

Fishing  Company  Formed  b\'  Owners  of  River  Bank   Kit) 

Fishing,  Open  Season  for  

Fishing  for  Shad  with  a  llook   \:H\ 

Fishing  Wharves  on  the  River   i;,M 

Fishing,  End  of  the  Shad  in  1SS(3  

Fisheries  on  Connectieut  River,  Legislation  tcj  Protect   TO 

Fish  Hatching  at  the  Falls  

Fishway  Invented  and  Built  by  Ariel  Cooley   (>'.) 

Forge  Bridge   si 

Free  Public  Library  Established   1:,':; 

French  and  Indian  Wars   :a) 

Frenchman,  the  First  to  Reside  in  South  Iladle\-   l:.'s 

Game,  Wild,  South  of  Alt.  Hulyoke  •.    4() 

Gaylord,  Emerson  

Gai'lord,  John   SS 

Gaylord  IMemorial  Library  .Association  

Gaylord,  William  11  ,   1:2;; 

Gaylord  Street  Laid  Out   77 

Cieneral  Sessions  of  the  Peace  Records,  of   T)-} 

German  Resident,  the  iirst   i:2S 

(ilasgow  Company  Incorporated   KiU 

Goodman,  Noah   (\:\ 

Granby  Incorporated  as  a  Town.  ..   (>! 

Granby  and  South  lladle}-  lioundary  Line   HI 

Granby  Road  Laid  Out   7S 

Granby  State  llighwa>-   l;2:i 

lladley  Settled   4;^ 

Hadle}',  Territory  of  -.   4,") 

JIadley  Grants  Land  South  of  Alt.  Holyoke   4(1 

lladley,  Territory  of  Soiuh  of  Alt.  IIol\oke   4t; 

l  ladley  Votes  to  Lay  Out  Land  Soutli  of  All.  Holyoke   47 

lladley  Falls  Coni])any  Organized   107 

Male,  Chaimcey,  Turke\  Hmiter   117 

Hampshire  and  Hampden  Railroad  Com])any   lOt; 

Hami)shire  Paper  Company  Incorporated   IIS 

Hauling  Freight  Aroimd  the  Great  b'alls   (io 

Hauling  Out  at  the  Head  of  the  Canal   10:> 

Hauling  Over  Willimansett   !()."> 

Haul  of  Shad  on  St)uth  Madley  Falls  Tieach   i:.M 

Hayes.  Rev.  Joel  Third  Alinister  of  South  lladley   71 

Hol\oke  Dam,  the  First  One,  Built   lOS 

Holyoke  Dam,  Alanner  of  Construction   lOS 

Holyoke  L)am,  the  First  Ih'eaks  Way   los 

Holyoke  Dam  Rebuilt   i()<> 

Holyoke,  the  Site  of,  Purchased   107 


13-1 


I'Ac.i: 

Hooker,  Edward,  Lawyer   '.•."> 

Houses  Near  the  First  Church   .');; 

Houses  on  West  Side  of  the  Spriugtiehl  Road   5;) 

Houses  on  West  Side  of  the  Conuiion   71 

Howard  and  Latlirop's  Paper  Mill   -  S.') 

Howard  and  Lathrop's  Rivalry  with  D.  &  J.  Ames   8'.) 

Howard  and  Lathrop's  Lawsuit  Ahout  Water  Rit^hts   H!) 

Howard  and  Lathrop's  Failure  and  P.urnini;  of  the  Mill   W 

Howard  Ciaylord  &  Co   JJU 

Indians,  the  Ri\er   4.') 

Indians,  Flight  of  from  the  Valley   4.") 

Indian  Trails  South  of  Mt.  Holyoke   4G 

Ingraham,  Capt.  Khene/.er  Hauled  Over  Willimansett   10.') 

Ingraham,  Ohediah  P.,  Postma.ster  of  Canal  \''i!lagc   SS 

Innholders  at  South  Hadley  Center   :>?> 

Innholders  in  Frdls  Woods  Field   (iO 

Innholders  in  Taylor  Field   .")7 

Innholders  Licensed  1)\-  Court  of  General  Ses>ions  of  the   I'eace  .")<; 

Irishman,  the  First  to  Reside  in  South  Hadley   l!J.s 

Italian,  the  First  to  Reside  in  South  Ifadley   ]:3S 

Japanese  Tissue  Paper  Mill   s,") 

Judd  Brothers'  Paper  Mill   x:l 

Lafontaine,  Louis,  First  French  Resident   IriS 

Lamb,  Daniel,  Innkeeper  and  Landholder   7') 

Laml),  Daniel,  IMans  to  Build  a  liaptist  Church   7.") 

Laml),   Daniel,   Petitions   for    I nc()ri)oraiion   of  Ivcl i;-;ious   Societ\'  7i) 

Lamb,  Daniel.  Death  of   Ki:; 

Lamb's  Landing,  ^folls  to  from  ChicoiK-e  Ri\er   li)4 

Land  Grants  Soutli  of  Ml.  Holyoke  Made  by  Hadley   4(i 

Land  Soutii  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Described...,   Ki 

Land  South  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Laid  Out  by  Hadley   47 

Land  South  ot  Ml.  J  b.lyoke  DistnbuU-d  to  rr.oprietors  c)f  lladUy  \: 

Land  South  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Divisions  of   4S 

Landers  {brothers,  Hrickmakers   '.)!» 

Lathrop,  Paoli,  Hreeder  of  Short  Horn  Cattle.   'JO 

Lathrop,  Paoli,  His  Cattle  and  Famous  Pasture   00 

l^athrop  Street  Laid  Out   7?s 

Lathrop,  Wells,  Begins  Market  Gardening  in  v^outh  liadk-y   W 

Lawyers  of  South  Hadley   0.") 

Library  Association,  (^laylord  Memorial  

Library,  Free   Public...   i:.':; 

Ivining  (hit  the  I'srdms  and  the  New  Style  of  .Mn-ic   71 

Liipior  Selling  Licenses  Grantetl  by  Court   :.)» 

Logs  Floated  Down  Connecticut  Ri\er   :)S 

Logs,  Flijah  Alvord's  Suit  for,  Against  the  Kin;;'-.  Officer^   r>S 

Lord's  Day,  Failure  to  Attend  Public  Worship  on,  runi^hed   •")  1 

.  lyOrd's  Day,  Unnecessary  Labor  and  Tra\  el  L'pon,- I 'unished   .">  I 

Lotteries  Granted  to  Ixaise  Mone\-  for  Canal  

L'if) 
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Lyman  Road  Laid  Out   GO 

Lyman's  Ferry  Established.   GO 

Lynch  Brothers,  Brick  Makers   'JO 

Lyon,  ]\L'iry  and  All.  Jlolyoke  vSeminary   100 

Lyon,  Mary,  Death  of   102 

Alain  Street,  South  l  ladley  Falls,  Raised   120 

ALadsen,  Alartinus,  First  Danish  Resident   12S 

AIcGraih,  David  F.,  First  Pastor  of  St.  Patrick's  Chinch   122 

ATail  Coacli  Through  the  Canal  \'illage   88 

Alanufacturing  in  South  Pladle}'  in  ISiii   80 

Alarket  Gardening   IJegun  hy  Wells   Lalhrop   00 

Alethodist  J{i)iscoi)al  Church  C)rgani/cd   01 

Alethodist  h'piscopal  Chm-ch  P>uilt   'Jl 

Aliller,  Joel,  Deputy  Sheriff   OG 

Alining  Leases  at  Canal  A'dlage   70 

Alini&ter,  Failure  to  Settk-,  Pelham  Indicted  for....   .  54 

Alinister,  the  First,  Rew  G.  Raw  son   40 

Alinister,  the  Second,  Rev.  Jolm  \\'(3( idbridge   10 

Alinister,  the  Third,  Re\ .  Joel  [Ta>  es   71 

Alinister,  the  First  of  the  South  l\(.-ligii)U>  As-i  iciat ii    01 

Alinister,  the  Fir^t  of  the  Alellu)di>t  J\i)isC( )i)al  Churcli   01 

ALinute  Alen  of  South  lladley   G2 

Aloody,  Plin}',  Discoxers  Ibrd  Tracks  in  Sihik-...   70 

Alormon  Fannly  in  South  J  ladle}'   '  03 

Alormon  Aleeting   03 

Alonnt  riolyoke  Female  Seminar}'  Incorporated   101 

Alt.  liolyoke  Female  Sennnary,  Site  for,  Selected   101 

Alt.  Holyok'e  Female  Seminar}'  lUnlding  l*,rected   101 

Alt.  liolyoke  Female  Sennnary  ( )pened  for  Pupils   102 

Alt.  liolyoke  College  Hall  P.urned  '   102 

Alt.  liolyoke  College,  the  New......:   103 

Alount  liolyoke  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  AI   110 

Alurphy,  Patrick,  an  Ivirl}'  Irish  Residi'ut   128 

Alusic,  New  Style  of  Church,  Taught  hy  John  Slickuey   71 

Names  of  Old  Fannlies  lost  from  South  lladley.   120 

Negroes,  ySlaxe  and  Free,  in  the  Connecticut  \'alle\'   72 

Newton  Street  Laid  Out   121 

Northami)ton  and  Springlield  Railroad  Cori)oration   lOG 

Notre  13ame  Cemeter}'   228 

Oil  Alill  at  South  lladley  Canal.  ..   85 

Old  Sluggard  Fish  Company   121 

Orphanage  F.stahlished  in  Connection  with  ySt.  Patrick's  Church.  ..  122 

'■Palmer  House,"  History  of   «G 

Parsons,  Joseph  C   8G 

Parties,  Polilical,  Among  the  l{arly  Setllers   48 

Pearl  Bvillon  Alanufacl(u-y   84 

Pearl  City   85 

Pearl  Paper  Conipany   85 
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Pelham,  Town  of,  Indiclcd  for  Not  Having  Settled  Minister   54 

Pendergrass,  Peter,  Soldier  of  Two  Wars   73 

Pendcrgrass,  Probably  the  First  Irish  Resident   ,i;3S 

Pendleton,  Rev.  John,  dives  Burial  dround   70 

Physicians,  Oldtime,  of  Iladley   97 

Physicians  of  South  Hadley  Center   97 

Physicians  of  South  Hadky  Falls   97 

Ph)sicians,   Thompsonian   97 

Pine  Logs  Floating  Down  the  River."   5S 

Plane,  Inclined  and  Grand  Carriage  of  Canal   G(j 

Plan  of  South  Iladlcy  in  179  1   bU 

Plan  of  vSouth  Hadley  in    SO 

Polish  Population  of  Town   129 

I\Mnero\-.  Tilu>,  First  Innkeeper  in  Taylor  Field   129 

Populatic^n  of  the  Town  at  N'arious  I'eriods   127 

Postma-ter  O.  P.  Ingrahani   bS 

Precinct,  South,  of  Hadley,  Fsta1)!i-hed.   4S 

Precinct,  Second  of  South  Hadley,  h%iablished.  .   ■"j2 

Precious  Plood  Cenieter>'   12;; 

Proprietors  of  the  Locks  and  Canals  Incorporated   (i  I 

Proprietors  of  the  Lock>  and  Canals  Sell  Canal   70 

Public  Landing  Laid  Out  in  Taylor  l-'icld   .'>',) 

Pynchon  Grant  Made  anil  Sur\e}ed   45 

Pynchon  (^rant  or  Farm  Sold  lo  John  Taylor   oii 

Quebec.  Joy  0\er  the  Cajiture  of   51 

Railroad  Company.  Xorthamplon  and  Springfield   100 

Railroad  Company,  1  lamp-hire  and  llanupden   luO 

Rannenberg,  Charles,  llrick  .Maker   99 

Rannenberg.  Charles,  Fir-i  German  Re^idi-nt   12b 

i^aw>on.  l\e\-.  Grindall,  the  Fir^t  Mim-^ler   49 

l^aw>on,  Rev.  ("Iriuthdl,  l\x])cdled  from  the  rulpil   49 

Red  Shop,  Hi.^tory  of  the  Old   115 

Revolution,  South  Hadley  in  the   Oo 

Richard's.  E.  T.,  l^rickmaker   99 

Road,  C(H)k's  Hill   '.il 

Road.  F,a-tman   7s 

Road,   Granl)y   7S 

Road,  Ludlow    75 

Road,  L\'man   (;() 

Road,  Springfield,  Old  anil  New   4  7 

Roa<l,  South  Hadley  to  Taylor  Field   59 

Robinson,  Asal)el,  lirickmaker   '.I9 

Robinson,  1  larry,  Invents  the  '"Swing  Ferry"   92 

Robinson,  Harry,  Invents  the  "Fandango"   lot) 

Rol)inson,  Rufus,  blaster  Rivernian   110 

Rix'k  Ferry  F>tablished   Gl 

Salmon  Fishery  

Salt  First  Put  L'p  in  l'.a^>  for  Sale   90 
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Salt  House  of  Josiah  Rardwcll   DO 

School  Appropriations  in  l{arly  years    5;{ 

School  Districts  Abolished   12U 

School,  High  ;   121 

School  for  Boys,  the  Woodbridge   ,100 

School  for  Girls,  T\Iiss  Abbie  Wright's   71 

Schoolhouse,  the.  First,  Built   5;> 

Schoolhouse,  the  First,  Later  History  of   Ill 

Schoolhouse  at  Falls  Woods  Built   :>;i 

Schoolhouse  at  Falls  Woods,  New   Ill 

Schoolhouse  of  South  Middle  District  -   Ill 

Schoolhouse  at  the  Canal  Village,  First   7S 

Schoolhouse  at  Canal  Village,  Second   78 

Schoolhouse  at  Canal  Village,  Third   112 

Schoolhouse  at  Canal  Village,  Later  History  of  the  Second   112 
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